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Decision Making
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Timeline

N

" YEAR 12 /
Dec
June Summer Sept Oct Nov
onwards
18th Undertake 17t 15t 19t Decisions, offers,
Post 18 Planning Day  research and deadline for UCAS deadline for all other deadline for Art & interviews
work on Conservatoire Music UCAS courses Design Foundation
UCAS Apply, applications courses Diploma
personal statements, h
for uni, employment and . 24 ) School leaver
apprenticeships deadline for Oxbridge, apprenticeships for Sept 26
Medics, Dentists & Vets start to be advertised

Further release of school 28th deadline to submit 4™ UCAS Extra closes
leaver apprenticeships UCAS Extra opens firm and insurance
choices 5th Clearing opens
Year 14 UCAS applications

Results Day  Start work/college/uni/travel

Student Finance

opens + ASSOCIATED SIXTH FORM
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Apprenticeships Overview...

Traditional Trades: Electrician, Plumbing, Joinery, Hairdressing, Childcare ...

Professional Roles: QS, 3D Design, Accountancy, Law, Engineering, Architecture, IT...

THERE ARE FOUR LEVELS
OF APPRENTICESHIPS

INTERMEDIATE ADVANCED HIGHER DEGREE

LEVEL LEVEL LEVELS LEVELS
2 3 4,5,68&7 6,7

Equivalent to Equivalent to Equivalent to a Equivalent to a
5 GCSE'S 2 A'Levels Foundation Batchelor's/
grade A* - C/4 Degree or above Masters Degree

+ ASSOCIATED SIXTH FORM
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Apprenticeships Overview...

e 700+ apprenticeship standards, across 170+ industries -
designed to provide a clear structure, outlining role, skills and
knowledge, qualifications and end-point assessment criteria

* Every apprenticeship is different - typically employed full-time
and attend college/university on day release/block placement

* Educationally, apprenticeships are not a ‘second best’ -
standard of examination and qualification achieved are the
same as when studying full time

* Not a soft option’ - requires self motivation and excellent time
management skills

+ ASSOCIATED SIXTH FORM

ST AIDAN’'S & ST JOHN FISHER, HARROGATE



Degree Apprenticeship Examples...

[i\ Civil Engineering Degree Apprenticeship

- ICE accredited Design Engineering or Site Management
LEEDS BECKETT
UNIVERSITY pathways

w Social Work Degree Apprenticeship

V\{ABW!\%& - working for a local authority/children’s social care
department

=wm UNIVERSITYor ~ Computer Science with Digital Technology
gy BIRMINGHAM Partnership Degree Apprenticeship

- working in partnership with PWC
+ ASSOCIATED SIXTH FORM

ST AIDAN'S & ST JOHN FISHER, HARROGATE




Il gl=
A0HE
000]} ] 0o
'iiilalﬂ'

o iy GOV.UK
[PROSPECTS ] @GetM wa
CONSTRUCT A m a Z I n g

NGTU
UC/\S T Amas
Apprenticeships




Apprenticeship Application Process...

Research, website
Book Careers Meeting — > registrations and —>
employment events

Extra-curricular
activities

Autumn Year 13 January Onwards

CV and application

letter preparation Initial vacancies mmmmd Bulk of vacancies are

advertised released

Applications

Interview Support

ASSOCIATED SIXTH FORM
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Recent appointments...
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University Application Process:
Tips for Parents and Supporters

FRED BINLEY
HEAD OF UK STUDENT RECRUITMENT
RECRUITMENT & ADMISSIONS, LANCASTER UNIVERSITY
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1. Experience

It’s all about finding the right one




A quiz!

Can you rank, in descending order,
the following universities as listed in

the 2025 Complete University Guide?

=

Complete
University
Guide

Exeter

Bath
Liverpool
Lancaster
Manchester
Newcastle

Cambridge

Lancaster E2
University *



A quiz!

Can you rank, in descending order,
the following universities as listed in

the 2025 Complete University Guide?

=

Complete
University
Guide

Exeter

Bath
Liverpool
Lancaster
Manchester
Newcastle

Cambridge

Lancaster E
University *
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19
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22
26
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2. Questions

Here’s some things to think about




Home or away...”?

Lancaster
~'versity

Aberdeen

Stiing
St Andrews

EDINBURGH
Londonderry Newcastle

Sunderland

Durham

) »
R Bradford Leeds

Hull
Manchester =
Liverpool Huddersfield Lincoin
e Norwich
Sheffield

Bangor Keele Nottingham

Stafford Birminghamn Loughborough
e y Lelcester

Coventry Cambridge

Warwick Oxford

* ()

Bristol

bl
Swansea Cardiff ¥
Southampton  Reading A
Canterbury

Portsmouth Brighton

Boumemouth

Plymouth



Lancaster E3
Home or away...? University ® °

“Students who stay at home choose from a limited
selection....Better to select the course that best suits their
interests, not the best locally available”

“Students who study away from home have better job
prospects...graduates who attend a local university are less
likely to move and find work”

“Graduates who migrate earn more than those employed in
their home region”



What should I study to get a good job? Iﬁ%%%%g‘ltg;

Which of these subjects do you think had the highest percentage of
students going on to highly skilled work 15 months after their
course?

English
Literature

Geography Psychology




What should I study to get a good job? Iﬁ%%%%g‘ltg;

Which of these subjects do you think had the highest percentage
of students going on to highly skilled work 15 months after their
course?

English
Literature

Geography Psychology
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What should | study to get a good job?

Art: television, arts admin, web page design, tourism
Biochemistry: forensic science, management, IT, sales @,
Biology: environmental consultancy, finance, marketing .5:
Geography:  journalism, banking, accountancy, law, sales S =
History: law, finance, IT, management, computing iicfi
Law: accountancy, banking, the media, industry, sales \T‘@”F 4
Languages:  law, tourism, civil service, diplomatic service 79

Media Studies: personnel, marketing, public relations

Philosophy: law, finance, local government
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3. Make an educated choice

Finding the right university and course
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How Many Higher Education
Institutions?

How Many Courses?

Source: UCAS



Real Degree or Fake Degree?

Real!

Heriot-Watt University

Real!

University College
London

Lancaster E
University ©

Real!

London Southbank
University

Real!

Abertay University
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There’s global competition Iﬁ%%%%gfg}' o

WHERE ARE

WORLD'S TOP 200 UNIVERSITIES LOCATED

o NUMBER OF UNIVERSITIES

{ us 45 Hong Kong SAR S Spain 2
}g, UK 26 I Malaysia 4 Austria 2
Australia 14 Belgium 3 Taiwan 2
Germany 11 Denmark 3 Argentina 1
Japan 9 Italy 3 Russia 1
China 8 m New Zealand 1
Canada 8 Singapore 2 Norway 1
South Korea 8 Ireland 2 Brazil 1
Netherlands 7 Mexico 2 UAE 1
France 6 Saudi Arabia 2 Kazakhstan 1
Switzerland 6 Finland 2
Sweden 6 Chile 2
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Not all universities are the same University © ¢
RUSSFIL MillionPlus
GROUP SRS oo o

@ University
Alliance

N RESEARCH
A O PARTNERSHIP




The Russell Group Iﬁ%%%%gfg}"ﬂ

‘So should | just apply to Russell Group Universities?”

24 ‘leading’” UK research universities



University Challenge

Lancaster E
University ©

Which of the following Universities are not in the Russell

Group?

Birmingham
Bath

Bristol
Coventry

Durham
Exeter
Glasgow
Goldsmith’s
Imperial
Leicester

Liverpool
Lancaster

Royal Holloway
Oxford

Queen Mary
Southampton
St Andrew’s
Sussex
Warwick
York



University Challenge

Lancaster E
University ©

Which of the following Universities are not in the Russell

Group?

Birmingham
Bath

Bristol
Coventry

Durham
Exeter
Glasgow
Goldsmith’s
Imperial
Leicester

Liverpool
Lancaster

Royal Holloway
Oxford

Queen Mary
Southampton
St Andrew’s
Sussex
Warwick
York
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Research intensive vs regional/vocational U%iv%%gitfy 5 &

Type 1: Research intensive universities

Academic and research focus, ‘traditional” subjects, 21° century
research, solving world problems, Russell Group and others

Type 2: Regional/vocationally focused universities

Vocationally focused, greater emphasis on teaching skills and
sector focused, Millennium Plus group and others



Research Intensive University

National
reputation

Research
universities

High grades

Lancaster E&
University

International
reputation

Highly
competitive



Lancaster E
University ©

What size of university?

Small City/Campus based — (10-20,000 students)

Lancaster, York, Durham, Oxford, Warwick...

City/campus-based — (20—40,000 students)

Manchester, Bristol, Newcastle, Leeds,...




Regional/Vocational University

Often
vocational

Specialist
courses .
Regional

universities

City or campus
based

Teaching based

Lancaster E&
University

Accessible

Great links with
employers
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4. Other ‘stuff’!

A few other things to think about




Record demand for university places Iﬁ%%%%gfg;-b

E E Q For you A Home  =FNews Sport g% Weather I3 iPlayer Il Sounds |

Home | InDepth | Israel-Gaza war | War in Ukraine | Climate | UK | World | Business | Politics | Culture

Family & Education | Young Reporter

Record numbers of UK students head
for university

/
| Demand for university places continues to rise despite all the disruption of the pandemic

By Sean Coughlan
C New nily and educatio rrespondent

Record numbers of 18-year-olds in the UK have accepted university places
this year, according to updated figures from the Ucas admissions service.
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Lancaster-

Play Your University Cards Right! University * ®
Applications 2024 Accepted applicants 2024
Oxford 23,990 3,290
Cambridge 22,850 3,645
Lancaster 23,350 4375
Southampton 43,415 5,695
York 32,650 5,505
Edinburgh 68,020 7,540
King’s College 68,510 7,780
Warwick 45,100 6,045
Durham 34,795 5,580

Liverpool 43,365 7,310



. Lancaster-
Entry requirements EEE—

" Does the university accept the
UCAS tariff? What qualifications do

they accept?

= Does the course require an
interview?

" Are specific qualifications needed?

= Does the university accept resits?



Studying abroad Iﬁ%%%%gfg;-‘«

= Does the university offer a study
abroad pathway for your subject?

" |f not, what other options do they
offer? (e.g. semester, week, field
trip?)

= Note: May have higher entry
requirements than standard course

Biology (Study Abroad) BSc Hons

UCAS Code Entry Year A Level Requirements Duration
C105 2023 AAA Full time 48 Months




Lancaster E
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Placement/Year in Industry

= Can you take part in a placement year?

=" \What support is available when finding
placements and whilst you’re there?

= \What other careers support is
available?

Economics (Industry) BA Hons

UCAS Code Entry Year A Level Requirements Duration
L111 2023 AAB Full time 4 Years
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5. Research

Give yourself time to do the research
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Sixth form: Ideal timeline year 1 Iﬁ%%,%%gg

Decide on criteria for choosing

Now

Start researching universities

Investigate finance

June

Visit a HE convention

Draw up a shortlist of courses and places

July

Visit universities

August

look at virtual www.opendays.com



Sixth Form: Ideal timeline year 2 Iﬁ%%,%%gg

Complete your online UCAS application form

Attend applicant days/interviews

Autumn

Receive offers

Pick firm and insurance choice universities

\EL;

Get results, celebrate, Clearing

Summer

Head off to university!
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Our Academic Faculties

= \We offer over 280 undergraduate
degree programmes

= Each faculty has its own buildings,
lecture theatres and study spaces
and other dedicated spaces for
students as well as amenities

S

Arts and Social
Sciences

Science and
Technology

Management
NelgleJe]
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WRITING
YOUR PERSONAL
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Personal Statements

* Provide a holistic view of an applicant beyond their academic
achievements — one aspect of the overall admissions process

e (Can be used differently by different universities and for different
courses but all agree “... it supports comparability... when making
offers and could be the difference between getting an offer or
Hot

e Admissions staff may use statements to:
v’ Evaluate an applicant's interest in the course
v’ Assess academic potential
v Gauge learning from extracurricular activities

v" Understand contextual information
v Make borderline decisions + ASSOCIATED SIXTH FORM

ST AIDAN’'S & ST JOHN FISHER, HARROGATE




Personal Statements

University of Manchester

Course name Point of entry
Accounting and Finance Year 1
Provider code Course code
M20 NN43

Conditions for acceptance

Whilst your educational profile was strong, there were a number of applicants with a stronger personal statement.

Durham University

Course name Point of entry
Combined Honours in Social Sciences Year 1
Provider code Course code
D86 LMVO

Conditions for acceptance
Thank you for your application to study at Durham University, which has been carefully considered.
Regrettably, we have not been able to make you an offer due to the following reasons.

Admissions is a comparative and competitive process. Unfortunately, though the application was
strong, it was not considered to be as strong as those applications that were successful.

The personal statement is an important factor in the strength of an application and unfortunately
was not as strong overall as the personal statements on successful applications.



Personal Statements

Sheffield Hallam University

Course name

Nursing (Mental Health)

Provider code

S21

Conditions for acceptance

Course code

B760

Liverpool John Moores University

Course name

Child Nursing
Provider code Course code
L51 B730

Conditions for acceptance

Unsuccessful due to content of personal statement. You show personal
qualities but need to evidence a deeper insight into the role to include
key areas such as dignity, communication and holistic care. Specific
reading around the subject is required of NMC, 6Cs and Nursing Times
to help underpin your experience.

Thank you for your application and the effort that you

demonstrated during the application process, unfortunately

on this occasion we are unable to offer you a place. Other

candidates displayed a greater range of interpersonal skills

and showed a better understanding of the breadth and depth

of the professional role.

+ ASSOCIATED SIXTH FORM

ST AIDAN'S & ST JOHN FISHER, HARROGATE



UCAS Personal Statements Changes

“..In our commitment to equity and inclusion, we believe that
every student deserves a fair chance to articulate their
unique journey, aspirations, and potential.

Scaffolding questions level the playing field, providing clear
guidance and structure for all applicants, regardless of their
background or prior experience with essay writing...”

+ ASSOCIATED SIXTH FORM
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UCAS Personal Statements Changes

@ Why do you want to study this course or subject?

How have your qualifications and studies helped you
to prepare for this course or subject?

@ What else have you done to prepare outside of
education, and why are these experiences useful?

Minimum word count of 350 characters for
each section



UCAS Personal Statements Changes

Research opportunities which align with interests

Undertake supporting activities
Mini essay — piece of analytical, reflective writing

Seek help, as appropriate, and meet deadlines

+ ASSOCIATED SIXTH FORM

ST AIDAN'S & ST JOHN FISHER, HARROGATE




Sixth Form HE Application Process...

Register with UCAS Prepare Personal .
Apply statement Comple.te qnllne UCAS
application form
Course Research Book Careers Meeting

Allow up to 3 weeks for
processing by Sixth
Form Office

Wait to hear from
choices

MWSOCIATED SIXTH FORM *

l ST AIDAN’'S & ST JOHN FISHER, HARROGATE



Decisions and Replies...

3 possible decisions:
: . Reply to offers when Apply ‘through SILE
Unconditional Extra if not used all

iti 2l deertions ieve choices or not holdin
Conditional been received &

Unsuccessful any offers

Nearly met offer
S conditions?

Check UCAS Hub

Met offer conditions?
The place is yours

Off to University or

.5 ication?
UCAS Clearing': mmmnd Year 14 application: College!

I'\JSOCII—\I L/ JIi/7\N111 1 \JIN\lvVI
P

ST AIDAN'S & ST JOHN FISHER, HARROGATE
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UCAS References

Enter a general statement ahout youp
school/college/centre.

If applicable, enter any information about extenuating
circumstances which may have impacted the applicant's
education and achievement.

Outline any other supportive information specific tothe
applicant and relevantto the course(s) applied for that
you think univensities/colleges should be aware of.

¢ ASSOCIATED SIXTH FORM

ST AIDAN'S & ST JOHN FISHER, HARROGATE




UCAS References

+ ASSOCIATED SIXTH FORM

ST AIDAN'S & §T JOHN FISHER, HARROGATE

Post-Sixth Form Applications Cover Sheet

Name.

Application Dealines

Music Conservateires

Cabricge, Medies, Vats, Dentists
A ther UCAS

At Foundation Dipiomas

17 Sepr
24 Gept
L

18 Now

Tutor Group.

-/

Formal Examinations taken in Year 12:

Subject e.5., Applied Business

Grade Achieved

To ensure that your reference can be accurstely written, please include any information in the spaces below. Pease
note, i » ing ta it being incuded in your

Extenuating Circumstances -optianal, this section moy be left blank.

If applicable, enter zny infarmation sbout extenuating circumstances which may have impacted on your education
3nd achisvement - past and present. You must be clear if any of these circumstances have already been considered
by examination boards. E.g.,a disability, serious, acute or chranic illness, bereavement or significant adverse
personal circumstances

Predicted Grades at A Level or Equivalent:

ANY OTHER INFORMATION -optianal, this section may be left Blank

Subject

Predicted Grade

any ather additional information e.g., qutside clubs and interests, positions of respansibility, part-time employmant

UCAS or College Courses:
Institution Course Entry Requirements
[uni or callege) P il ey piaiger

Student Chacklist - have you...

Used an appropriate email address?

Frovided s nominated access, (someons wha can speak on your behalf]?

Used the corect exam centre codes? 5t Aidan's 48237 SJF 48241 Sixth Form 48239

AL i subjects shown &5

Tesults pen

Had your personal statement checked?
apiing

o a meckcine
teaching you must have: hau this Inifaled by Corvers)

Faid for your application by credit card?

Sbich Form Offics [SIF?

Frinted 2 pdf version of your application form and had this checked and initialled by Careers (SLa) or

farms will b returned to pou.

completed Form

Supporting Information - DO NOT LEAVE THIS SECTION BLANK

Qutline any other recent activities specific to your application and relevant to the course(s]

applied for that you think universities/ colleges should be zware of. Include titles and give 2 brief overview of key
learning paints. Use &n additional sheet if necessary.

E.g., releunnt work experiencs, super-curricuiar octivities (wider reading, visits, talks, lectures, padeasts, summer schools, MOOCs), *  lcomsent
subject-specific recognition (awards, codemic pecformance).

forw: belog used o suppert e refe:

Jjudgerment i deciding what to inchude.

. of this
signed (suaent)

+ L amoware of the abow dicte gr form.
signed i

ASSOCIATED SIXTH FORM
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The Careers Department

01423 815834

careersstaff@staidans.co.uk

Open 8.30am-4.30pm Monday-Thursday

Parents/carers are welcome to attend

+ ASSOCIATED SIXTH FORM
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Year 13 in waiting

+ ASSOCIATED SIXTH FORM
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Expectations of Year 13

Engage with the Process

Work with staff, support is available

Stay organised — complete work on time

Year 13 mocks — effective revision, practice papers
Balance work and play — stay healthy and motivated
Celebrate your achievements

Be resilient, adaptable and have a positive mindset

+ ASSOCIATED SIXTH FORM
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Expectations of Year 13

Attendance

* Less than 90% - classed as persistent absence
* School day is 8.50am-3.25pm

* Option of home study from January — subject to timetable,
attendance and mock results

e Students must remain on the school site except
— Lunchtime
— Moving between schools

+ ASSOCIATED SIXTH FORM
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