


Post 18 Options



Decision Making



June Summer Sept Oct Nov
Dec 

onwards

Timeline

Law

Jan Feb May-June July Aug Sept-Oct

18th

Post 18 Planning Day

UCAS Apply,
personal statements,

for uni, employment and 
apprenticeships

Undertake 
research and

work on 

applications

17th 
deadline for UCAS 

Conservatoire Music 
courses

24th 
deadline for Oxbridge, 

Medics, Dentists & Vets

15th 
deadline for all other 

UCAS courses

19th 
deadline for Art & 
Design Foundation 

Diploma

Decisions, offers, 
interviews

28th  
UCAS Extra opens

Student Finance 
opens

deadline to submit 
firm and insurance 

choices

4th UCAS Extra closes

5th Clearing opens

Results Day Start work/college/uni/travel

Year 14 UCAS applications

YEAR 12

YEAR 13

Further release of school 
leaver apprenticeships

School leaver 
apprenticeships for Sept 26 

start to be advertised



Enrichment Activities

Watch Listen

Read Visit

Attend Create





Apprenticeships Overview…

Traditional Trades: Electrician, Plumbing, Joinery, Hairdressing, Childcare …

Professional Roles: QS, 3D Design, Accountancy, Law, Engineering, Architecture, IT…



Apprenticeships Overview…

• 700+ apprenticeship standards, across 170+ industries -  
designed to provide a clear structure, outlining role, skills and 
knowledge, qualifications and end-point assessment criteria

• Every apprenticeship is different - typically employed full-time 
and attend college/university on day release/block placement

• Educationally, apprenticeships are not a ‘second best’ -  
standard of examination and qualification achieved are the 
same as when studying full time

• Not a ‘soft option’ - requires self motivation and excellent time 
management skills



Degree Apprenticeship Examples… 

Process… Civil Engineering Degree Apprenticeship

 - ICE accredited Design Engineering or Site Management 
pathways

Social Work Degree Apprenticeship

 - working for a local authority/children’s social care 

department

Computer Science with Digital Technology 
Partnership Degree Apprenticeship

 - working in partnership with PWC



Apprenticeships…



Apprenticeship Application Process…

Book Careers Meeting
Research, website 
registrations and 

employment events

Extra-curricular 
activities

CV and application 
letter preparation

Autumn Year 13

Initial vacancies 
advertised 

January Onwards

Bulk of vacancies are 
released

Applications Interview Support



Recent appointments…



University Application Process:          
Tips for Parents and Supporters

FRED BINLEY

HEAD OF UK STUDENT RECRUITMENT 

RECRUITMENT & ADMISSIONS, LANCASTER UNIVERSITY



1. Experience
It’s all about finding the right one



A quiz!

Can you rank, in descending order,  

the following universities as listed in 

the 2025 Complete University Guide? 

Exeter  …?

Bath  …?

Liverpool …?

Lancaster …?

Manchester …?

Newcastle …?

Cambridge …?
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A Top-Ranking Global University
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2. Questions
Here’s some things to think about



Home or away…?



Home or away…?

“Students who stay at home choose from a limited 
selection….Better to select the course that best suits their 
interests, not the best locally available”

“Students who study away from home have better job 
prospects…graduates who attend a local university are less 
likely to move and find work”

“Graduates who migrate earn more than those employed in 
their home region” 



What should I study to get a good job?

Which of these subjects do you think had the highest percentage of 
students going on to highly skilled work 15 months after their 
course?

Psychology

Biology

Geography

English 
Literature
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What should I study to get a good job?

television, arts admin, web page design, tourism

                       forensic science, management, IT, sales

              environmental consultancy, finance, marketing

                     journalism, banking, accountancy, law, sales

             law, finance, IT, management, computing 

        accountancy, banking, the media, industry, sales 

                      law, tourism, civil service, diplomatic service  

  personnel, marketing, public relations

         law, finance, local government

Art: 

Biochemistry:

Biology:

Geography:

History:

Law:

Languages:

Media Studies:

Philosophy:



Graduate employers
http://www.underconsideration.com/brandnew/archives/ey_logo_detail.png

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=TaTTiRi2gLcHLM&tbnid=TMSqgJ18Jy1dFM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://www.underconsideration.com/brandnew/archives/new_logo_and_name_for_ernst_young.php&ei=nY9SUrHkF6uY0AWF1IHIAQ&psig=AFQjCNElvYZ_RkTJsqsvVZ8Vnbbho3QwyQ&ust=1381228829432850


3. Make an educated choice
Finding the right university and course 



≈35,000 Courses

≈350 Higher Education 
Institutions

Source: UCAS

How Many Higher Education 
Institutions?

How Many Courses?



Danger 
Management

Baking & 
Pastry 

Technology

Pest Control

Viking & Old 
Norse Studies

Poultry 
Production

Brewing & 
Distilling

Harry Potter 
Studies Ethical Hacking

Real Degree or Fake Degree?

Fake

Fake

Fake
Real! 

University College 
London

Real! 
London Southbank 

University

Real! 
Heriot-Watt University

Real! 
Abertay University

Fake



There’s global competition



Not all universities are the same



The Russell Group

‘So should I just apply to Russell Group Universities?”

24 ‘leading’ UK research universities



University Challenge

Which of the following Universities are not in the Russell 
Group?

  Birmingham  Liverpool

  Bath   Lancaster

  Bristol   Royal Holloway      
Coventry  Oxford

  Durham  Queen Mary

  Exeter   Southampton 

  Glasgow  St Andrew’s

  Goldsmith’s  Sussex 

  Imperial  Warwick

  Leicester  York   
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Research intensive vs regional/vocational

Type 1: Research intensive universities 

Academic and research focus , ‘traditional’ subjects, 21st century 
research, solving world problems, Russell Group and others

Type 2: Regional/vocationally focused universities 

Vocationally focused, greater emphasis on teaching skills and 
sector focused, Millennium Plus group and others



Research Intensive University

National 
reputation

International 
reputation

Highly 
competitive

High grades

City 
based

Campus 
based

Research  
universities



What size of university?

Small City/Campus based – (10–20,000 students) 

Lancaster, York, Durham, Oxford, Warwick...

City/campus-based – (20–40,000 students) 

Manchester, Bristol, Newcastle, Leeds,...



Regional/Vocational University

Often  
vocational

Accessible

Great links with 
employers

Teaching based

City or campus 
based

Specialist 
courses

Regional  
universities



4. Other ‘stuff’!
A few other things to think about



Record demand for university places





Play Your University Cards Right!

Oxford
Cambridge
Lancaster
Southampton
York
Edinburgh
King’s College
Warwick
Durham
Liverpool

23,990        3,290 
22,850        3,645  
23,350        4,375  
43,415        5,695  
32,650        5,505  
68,020        7,540  
68,510        7,780  
45,100        6,045  
34,795        5,580 
43,365        7,310 

  Applications 2024                          Accepted applicants 2024 
 

   

 



Entry requirements

▪ Does the university accept the 
UCAS tariff? What qualifications do 
they accept?

▪ Does the course require an 
interview?

▪ Are specific qualifications needed?

▪ Does the university accept resits? 



Studying abroad

▪Does the university offer a study 
abroad pathway for your subject?

▪ If not, what other options do they 
offer? (e.g. semester, week, field 
trip?)

▪Note: May have higher entry 
requirements than standard course



Placement/Year in Industry

▪Can you take part in a placement year? 

▪What support is available when finding 
placements and whilst you’re there?

▪What other careers support is 
available?



5. Research 
Give yourself time to do the research



Research



Subject leagues tables are best

Academic Ranking of 
World Universities

http://www.shanghairanking.com/index.html


The UCAS Hub

▪ Customisable

▪ Detailed breakdown of 
your choices 

▪ Events listings 

▪ Course/ University Map

▪ FAQs

▪ Personal Statement 
Builder



Sixth form: Ideal timeline year 1

Visit universities
look at virtual 
www.opendays.com

Now

June

July

August

Draw up a shortlist of  courses and places

Visit universities

look at virtual www.opendays.com

Decide on criteria for choosing

Start researching universities  

Investigate finance

Visit a HE convention



Sixth Form: Ideal timeline year 2

Oct

Autumn

May

Summer

Pick firm and insurance choice universities 

Get results, celebrate, Clearing

Head off to university!

Complete your online UCAS application form

Attend applicant days/interviews

Receive offers







Where are we?

Well connected with 
excellent road, rail and 
airport links to the UK 

▪ London (2.5 hours)
▪ Manchester (1 hour)
▪ Edinburgh (2.5 hours)
▪ Birmingham (2 hours) 
▪ Bristol (3.5 hours) 



Arts and Social 
Sciences

Our Academic Faculties

Health and 
Medicine

Science and 
Technology

Management 
School

▪ We offer over 280 undergraduate 
degree programmes

▪ Each faculty has its own buildings, 
lecture theatres and study spaces 
and other dedicated spaces for 
students as well as amenities



Undergraduate 
Open Days

▪ Saturday 28th June
▪ Saturday 12th July
▪ Saturday 13th September
▪ Saturday 11th October



Thanks for 
Listening

Undergraduate 
Prospectus

Chat to our 
Students

Open Days & 
Campus Tours 

Undergraduate 
Courses

schools@lancaster.ac.uk 





Personal Statements

• Provide a holistic view of an applicant beyond their academic 
achievements – one aspect of the overall admissions process

• Can be used differently by different universities and for different 
courses but all agree “… it supports comparability… when making 
offers and could be the difference between getting an offer or 
not…”

• Admissions staff may use statements to:

✓ Evaluate an applicant's interest in the course

✓ Assess academic potential

✓ Gauge learning from extracurricular activities

✓ Understand contextual information

✓ Make borderline decisions



Personal Statements



Personal Statements



UCAS Personal Statements Changes

“…In our commitment to equity and inclusion, we believe that 
every student deserves a fair chance to articulate their 

unique journey, aspirations, and potential. 

Scaffolding questions level the playing field, providing clear 
guidance and structure for all applicants, regardless of their 

background or prior experience with essay writing...”

              



Why do you want to study this course or subject?

How have your qualifications and studies helped you 
to prepare for this course or subject?

What else have you done to prepare outside of 

education, and why are these experiences useful?

Minimum word count of 350 characters for 
each section

UCAS Personal Statements Changes



1 Research opportunities which align with interests

2 Undertake supporting activities

3 Mini essay – piece of analytical, reflective writing 

4 Seek help, as appropriate, and meet deadlines

UCAS Personal Statements Changes



Sixth Form HE Application Process…

Register with UCAS 
Apply

Course Research

Prepare Personal 
statement

Book Careers Meeting

Complete online UCAS 
application form

Print hard copy of 
application form and 

complete Applications 
Cover Sheet

Final check from 
Careers

Submit in Sixth Form 
Office by SCHOOL 

DEADLINE 

 pay for application

Allow up to 3 weeks for 
processing by Sixth 

Form Office

Wait to hear from 
choices



Decisions and Replies…

3 possible decisions:

Unconditional 
Conditional 

Unsuccessful

Reply to offers when 
all decisions have 

been received

Apply through UCAS 
Extra if not used all 

choices or not holding 
any offers

Results Day:

Check results in UCAS 
Hub

Met offer conditions?

The place is yours

Nearly met offer 
conditions? 

Check UCAS Hub

UCAS Clearing? Year 14 application?
Off to University or 

College!



UCAS References



UCAS References



The Careers Department

01423 815834

careersstaff@staidans.co.uk

Open 8.30am-4.30pm Monday-Thursday

Parents/carers are welcome to attend



Year 13 in waiting



Expectations of Year 13

Engage with the Process

• Work with staff, support is available

• Stay organised – complete work on time

• Year 13 mocks – effective revision, practice papers

• Balance work and play – stay healthy and motivated

• Celebrate your achievements

• Be resilient, adaptable and have a positive mindset



Expectations of Year 13

Attendance

• Less than 90% - classed as persistent absence

• School day is 8.50am-3.25pm

• Option of home study from January – subject to timetable, 
attendance and mock results

• Students must remain on the school site except
– Lunchtime

– Moving between schools
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