
Geography Transition Work 2025    
Year 12 Geographers! We are very glad you have chosen to study A Level Geography and we look forward to starting 
the course with you in September. Hopefully you are ready to get started on a fantastic A-level course where you will 
have the chance to really enhance your understanding of the world around you. The work in this booklet is designed 
to help you make the best possible start to the course, please complete it ready for your first Geography lesson in 
September. So that you can see how useful this work will be (and so you can follow relevant events in the news), it is 
important that you are aware of the topics you will cover as part of the A-level Geography course. These are shown 
in the table below: 
 

Course Topic Overview of what you will study: 

Tectonic Processes and 
Hazards 

The distribution and causes of volcanoes, earthquakes and tsunamis, how to 
predict and manage them, and specific recent events. 

Landscape Systems, 
Processes and Change 
(Coasts) 

Coastal processes and landforms, coastal ecosystems, climate change and sea level 
rise, storms and flooding, and managing coastal areas. 

Water Cycle and Water 
Insecurity 

Where water comes from, areas of water surplus and water scarcity, issues 
surrounding sustainable use, inequality and management 

Carbon Cycle and Energy 
Insecurity, Climate Change 
Futures 

Where carbon energy sources come from, energy supplies and politics, sustainable 
use, carbon emissions, global warming, and alternative energy sources.  

Globalisation Our shrinking world and increasing interconnectedness, industry and its changing 
locations, de-industrialisation and the post-production countryside, the role of 
TNCs and globalisation’s winners and losers. 

Shaping Places 
(Regeneration) 

Culture, sense of place and identity. The decline of areas and the socio-economic 
consequences (including indicators of deprivation). Subsequent rebranding, 
reimaging and investment, and the success and failure of projects from the 
perspective of different stakeholders. 

Superpowers International and national geopolitics, focusing on the past, present and future 
role of the USA, the BRICs (Brazil, Russia, India and China) and the UK (the British 
empire). The types of soft and hard power countries (military, economics and 
culture).  

Global Development 
(Health, Human Rights and 
Intervention) 

The distribution, indicators and reasons for development and development gaps 
(between and within countries), particularly focusing on health and human rights, 
and the resolution of using interventions such as military force/presence, aid and 
charity.  

 

To help you to prepare for the start of the A Level Geography course we would like you to complete a few tasks. 

These tasks are split by Human and Physical Geography as you will have specific Human and Physical classes at A 

Level, taught by specialist teachers. The first Human Geography topic you will do is Globalisation and for Physical it is 

Coasts. Please complete the following tasks: 

1. Task 1: Research and complete the key terms list for the Globalisation topic 

2. Task 2: Research and complete the key terms list for the Coasts topic (we will continue to add to these key 

terms lists when you start the course in September) 

3. Task 3: Read and highlight geographical articles.  

4. Task 4: If you have NOT studied the Coasts topic at GCSE please complete the Additional Coasts tasks. 

 

 

 



Task 1 Globalisation Key terms: 

Enquiry Question 1: What are the causes of globalisation and why has it accelerated in recent 
decades?  

Key Idea 1 Globalisation is a long-standing process which has accelerated because of rapid 
developments in transport, communications and businesses  

Key Idea 2 Political and economic decision making are important factors in the acceleration of 
globalisation.  

Key Idea 3 Globalisation has affected some places and organisations more than others.  

Key Term  Definition  

Globalisation  

  

  

Trans National Corporations 
(TNCs)  

  

Trade Blocs  

  

  

Glocalisation  

  

  

Virtual Spaces  

  

  

Social interconnectivity  

  

  

Gross Domestic Product  

  

  

Emerging Economies  

  

  

Budget airlines  

  

  

Remittances  

  

  

Interdependency  

  

  



Spatial division of labour  

  

  

Intermodal containers  

  

  

Shrinking World  

 
 

  

Leapfrogging  

  

  

Foreign Direct Investment  

  

  

IMF  

  

  

World Bank  

  

  

WTO  

  

  

BRICs Group  

  

  

New Development Bank  

  

  

Offshoring  

  

  

Foreign Mergers  

  

  

Foreign Acquisitions  

  

  

Transfer Pricing  

  

  

Free market liberalisation  

  

  



Trickle down  

  

  

Privatisation  

  

  

Sovereign wealth funds  

  

  

Business start ups  

  

  

Trade Blocs  

  

  

Tariffs  

  

  

NAFTA  

  

  

Special Economic Zones  

  

  

China’s Open Door Policy  

  

  

Offshoring  

  

  

Outsourcing  

  

  

Global Production Network  

  

  

Reshoring  

  

  

Least developed countries  

  

  

Switched Off countries  

  

  



 

Task 2 Coasts Key terms: 

Enquiry Question 1: Why are coastal landscapes different and what processes are causing 
these differences?  

Key Idea 1 The coast, and wider littoral zone, has distinctive features and landscapes.  

Key Idea 2 Geological structure influences the development of coastal landscapes at a variety of 
scales.  

Key Idea 3 Rates of coastal recession and stability depend on lithology and other factors.  

Key Term  Definition  

High energy environment  

  

  

Low energy environment   

  

  

Lithology   

  

  

Morphology   

  

  

Submergent coast   

   

  

Emergent coast   

 
 

  

Concordant Coast   

  

  

Discordant Coast   

  

  

Dalmatian coastlines   

  

  

Haff coastlines   

  

  

Littoral Zone     



  

Backshore   

  

  

Nearshore   

  

  

Offshore   

  

  

Geological structure   

  

  

Terrestrial processes  

  

  

Estuarine coasts  

  

  

Coastal plain  

  

  

Permeable  

  

  

Impermeable  

  

  

Differential erosion   

  

  

 

  



Task 3 Read and highlight geographical articles 

In A Level Geography we will often use the following synoptic themes (think of these like categories). 
We would like you to read the two articles and using three different colours highlight examples of the 
synoptic themes outlined below.  

 

Article 1 Physical Geography 

Players are individuals, 
groups, or organizations 
that influence or are 
affected by geographical 
issues and processes.  

The opinions, priorities 
and actions of different 
players  

Examples of what might 
happen in the future 
and why the future may 
be unpredictable.  



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 



Article 2 Human Geography 

 



 





 

  



Task 4 Additional Coasts tasks 

There are 4 types of marine erosion. Find a detailed explanation of each: 
 
Corrasion (Abrasion): 
 ………………………………………………………………………………………………...……….. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………......………………………….. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Attrition: 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Corrosion (Solution): 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Hydraulic Pressure (Hydraulic Action): 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Once material is eroded it is transported along the coast in 4 ways. Find out what solution, suspension, 
saltation and traction mean. Write and draw a diagram of each in the boxes below. 
 

Traction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saltation 
 
 

 

Suspension Solution 



When material is moved laterally (sideways) along the coast it is called longshore drift. Draw an accurate 
diagram of how longshore drift works, and write detailed labels to explain each step.  
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The above are all known as marine processes. This is because they are done by the action of the sea. 
Some processes occur on the coast that are not done by the sea. These are known as sub-aerial 
processes and includes weathering and mass movement. Try to find out about the type of weathering and 
mass movement that happens in coastal areas and create a detailed mind map in the space below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Sub-aerial processes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coastal erosion creates different landforms and features. 
Examples of these include: cliffs, caves, arches, stacks and 
stumps, and wave cut-notches and platforms. 
 
In the space below, give a detailed description of how a 
stump is formed.  
 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 



…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Now explain the formation of a wave-cut notch and wave-cut platform. Add your own diagrams in the space 
below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Explain, using diagrams, how headlands and bays form and change over time.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Headlands and bays can form when differential erosion occurs. Find out what differential erosion 

means: 

..……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

..……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Differential erosion is clear to see on discordant coastlines (see diagram below). Explain in your 

own words how headlands and bays are formed on discordant coastlines: 

 

 



……...………………………………………… 

……...………………………………………… 

……...………………………………………… 

……...………………………………………… 

……...………………………………………… 

……...………………………………………… 

……...………………………………………… 

……...………………………………………… 

……...………………………………………… 

……...………………………………………… 

Headlands and bays can also form on concordant coastlines. Find out how this happens and 

explain in the space below. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

The following are depositional landforms created when the waves deposit sand in a certain way. 

Fill in the table below: 

Sketch Short description and explanation Example 
(name and 
location) 

Spit 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Recurved spit 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Double spit 
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Offshore bar 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Barrier beach (also known as 
a bar) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


