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• The Curriculum

• Ruth McQuire, Deputy Headteacher

• How To Approach KS3

• Clair King, Assistant Headteacher

• English and Maths

• Kate Blackburn i/c KS3 English

• Jessica Mooney i/c KS3 Maths
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What is our curriculum?

“Young people grow to fill the space we create for them and if 
it’s big, they grow tall”

Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks
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At KS3, we monitor pupils’ learning behaviours

W S E G

•CODE grades

• Community
• Organisation
• Determination
• Enterprise

• 5 point scale
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Example CO(DE) report
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At KS3, we monitor pupils’ academic outcomes

In years 7, 8 and 9, for every 
subject studied, we assess 
whether students are currently: 

• Working towards

• Secure

• Extending 

• Greater Depth

In years 10 and 11 this changes to 
using GCSE grades (1-9)

W S E G

Working 
towards

Secure

Extending
Greater 
depth

W S E G
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GCSE Grading 1-9
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Feedback on assessed work 

• No ‘acknowledgement marking’

• Significant assessments

 

• WWW

• EBI

• Next steps

• WSEG?
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GCSE Results 2023

In all subjects (2019 as comparison)
91% at 9-4 (88%)
41% at 9-7 (39%)

In English and Maths
89% achieved a grade 4 or more in both (83%)
72% achieved a grade 5 or more in both (60%)

Progress 8

0.64 (0.47) 
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Making the most of 
Key Stage 3
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Key Stage 3 is the time when:

•pupils enjoy a broad and balanced curriculum

•pupils enjoy their learning

•pupils contribute to and benefit from the extra-
curricular life of school

•pupils are challenged with work that is sometimes too 
difficult for them

•pupils are asked to revise/learn material and sit exams 
that are formal and ‘scary’
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Learning at KS3

In lessons:
We will sometimes set tasks that are beyond the current 
capabilities of the pupil;
We will sometimes ask pupils to peer assess or self-assess 
their work;
We will sometimes not give help immediately when 
asked;
We will give high quality feedback that helps pupils to 
improve on current performance – this could be oral or 
written.
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How to help at home

•Have regular conversations about lessons and 
learning.

•Provide a quiet work-space for homework.

•Encourage healthy routines for work, fun, hobbies, 
eating and sleeping.

• Look at the student planner.

•Be aware of Teams.

•Read the information sent home from school.

•Get in touch if you have any questions.
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English
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National Picture

• A big push on reading

• Providing a broad curriculum

• Not focusing on GCSE style assessments too soon

Suggestions:

Bringing in more reading and writing under larger umbrella themes

• Topic based course - broad range

• Assessing in a variety of ways – be broad and diverse

• Enable students to progress in the mastery of reading, writing and 
speaking



• Learning journey shows 

students the route they will take 

and how it builds

• Broad curriculum

• Wide range of texts

• Room for exploration and 

development of key reading, 

writing and oracy skills.
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KS3 curriculum

• Building on skills at KS2

• Providing stretch and challenge

• Allowing for a range of topics, texts and different genres 
to be looked at

• Links to GCSE where applicable - reading 
19th /20th literature

• Cultural Capital introduced 

• Keeping KS3 exciting and current
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Thematic Programme of Study

• Thematic curriculum

• Starts with descriptive writing

• Mixed ability classes

• Class readers
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At home:

- Encourage them to read widely; experiment with different 

genres and texts from different centuries. See the 

reading lists on the school website 

Departments/English/KS3 and KS4/KS3 suggested 

reading lists.

- Discuss with students their opinions of news articles and 

texts, encourage them to read a range of non-fiction 

material.

- Encourage students to proof-read their homework.
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Maths
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White Rose Maths
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The day to day

• Tiers

• Scheme of Work

• Homework

• Assessments

• Home Learning
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If you have any questions please do not hesitate 
to make contact with us

Thank-you!
admin@staidans.co.uk

https://staidanscofe-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/g/personal/cainek_staidans_co_uk/ETDvFeLMmulBtoUTD7HFbXcBvABjKZtI5bh2zRhLJ7MJyw?e=yjA6q1
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Year 7 Important Dates 

• Year 7 Meet the form tutor: 09/11/23

• Year 7 Progress Review 2: 02/02/24

• Year 7 Parents’/Carers’ Evening: C-G  01/05/24

P-Y  08/05/24

• Year 7 Exam week: 17/06/24

• Year 7 Progress Review 3: 18/07/24
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