
Course Outline: A Level British History Year 12: 9 lessons a fortnight 

Rationale– British History follows a chronological order but, in each case, General Elections are looked at first as these give 
an overview of many of the other areas covered including political developments between elections and allow knowledge 
to be built upon. The Economy is studied next as many elections are largely determined by economic factors. Similarly, 
social factors play a role within elections and therefore these will have been touched upon before in-depth study of them 
commences. Foreign policy is often marginal to elections and therefore is studied after the economy and society as it is 
sometimes a discreet topic. From 1964-2007 Northern Ireland is taught and this is a discreet topic where it is important we 
revisit content each time it is taught, as events flow from each other and are likely to be assessed across time periods. This 
means in places events in Northern Ireland are taught as closely together as its practical. 

 

 CONTENT KEY/FUNDAMENTAL CONCEPTS ASSESSMENT 

Autumn 
Term 

• Background to 1951 

• The General Elections of 
1951,1955, 1959 

• Conservative management 
of the Economy 1951-64 

• Social change 1951-64 
 

• First past the post 

• Landslide 

• Giveaway budget 

• Stop-go 

• Balance of payments 

• Inflation 

• Full Employment 

• Nationalisation 

• 25-mark essay completed 
at home but planned in 
school 

• 25-mark essay completed 
at home but planned in 
school 

Half-term 

• Foreign Policy 1951-64 

• The decline in support for 
the Conservatives and the 
1964 Election 

• Economic record of Labour 
1964-70 

• Social change 1964-70 

• National service 

• Rationing 

• Special Relationship 

• Decolonisation 

• Magic circle 

• Satire 

• Grouse moor Tory 

• DEA 

• National Plan 

• Devaluation 

• Prices and incomes 

• Permissive society 

• Civilised society 

• 30-mark source question 
completed at home but 
planned in school 

 

Christmas Holiday 

Spring Term 

• Foreign Policy 1964-70 

• 1970 Election 

• Economic record of Heath 
1970-1974 

• General Elections of 1974 

• The record of Wilson and 
Callaghan 1974-79 

• Stagflation 

• U-turn 

• Lame duck industries 

• Who Governs? 

• Referendums 

• Lib-Lab Pact 

• Winter of Discontent 
 

• 25 mark timed unseen 
essay – choice of 1 
question out of 2.  45 
minutes. 

• 30 mark source question 
completed at home 
unsupported. 

Half-term 

• The General Election of 
1979 

• The problem of Northern 
Ireland, 1964-1979 

• Social Change 1970-79 

• Foreign Policy 1970-79 
 

• Unionist 

• Loyalist 

• Nationalist 

• Republican 

• Punks 

• Feminists 

• National Front 

• Environmentalism 
 

• 25 mark essay completed 
at home 
 

Easter Holiday 

Summer 
Term 

NEA: The Changing Nature of 
Warfare: see separate document 

 • Year 12 Mock – 30 mark 
Source question (Russian is 
an essay question). Total 
length of mock 1 Hour 45 
minutes 
 

Half-term 

 



Course Outline: A Level British History Year 13: 9 lessons a fortnight 

 CONTENT KEY/FUNDAMENTAL CONCEPTS ASSESSMENT 

Autumn 
Term 

• General Elections of 
1979,83,87 including 
formation of SDP and 
weaknesses of the Labour 
Party in the 1980’s 

• Economic record of 
Thatcher’s Governments 
1979-90 

• Social change 1979-90 

• Falklands factor 

• Thatcherism 

• Wets and Dry’s 

• Monetarism 

• Privatisation 

• Big bang 

• Deregulation 

• ERM 

• 25 mark essay question 
timed – 45 minutes 

• Possible 25 mark  essay 
completed at home 

Half-term 

• Social change 1979-90 
(continued) 

• Foreign Policy 1979-90 

• Northern Ireland 1979-90 

• Fall of Thatcher 

• 1992 Election 

• Commence Major’s 
economic and domestic 
policy 1990-97 

• Section 28 

• Right to buy 

• Blanket protest 

• Stalking horse 

• Empire strikes back 

• Euro-sceptic 

• Treachery with a smile 

• Soap box 

• 30 marks source question 
completed at home 

• Year 13 mock examination 
25 mark essay question 
(Russian is a Source 
Question) 

Christmas Holiday 

Spring Term 

• Complete Major’s 
economic and domestic 
policy 1990-97  

• Social Change 1990-97 

• Foreign Policy 1990-97 

• Northern Ireland 1990-97 

• Causes of Conservative 
unpopularity including the 
1997 Election 

• Potentially start Economic 
Record 1997-2007 

• Black Wednesday 

• Negative equity 

• Power-sharing 

• Early-release 

• Single Currency 

• Sleaze 

• Cash for Questions 

• Tactical voting 

• 30 mark Source Question 
timed – 1 hour 

• 25 mark essay completed 
at home 

Half-term 

• Economic record 1997-07 
including Blair and Brown’s 
relationship 

• Northern Ireland 1997-
2007 

• 2001 and 2005 General 
Elections and continued 
weaknesses of the 
Conservative Party 1997-
2005 

• Social Change 1997-2007 

• New Deal 

• Welfare to work 

• Bank of England 
independence 

• Stormont 

• Good Friday Agreement 

• Decommissioning 

• Institutional racism 

• Parallel lives 

• Islamophobia 

• 25 mark essay completed 
at home 

Easter Holiday 

Summer 
Term 

• Revision focusing more on 
Year 12 content and 
key/fundamental concepts 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Revise key concepts 
including fact tests 

• Timed 25 mark essay 
unseen – 45 minutes 

• Timed 30 mark source 
question unseen – 1 hour 

 
FINAL BRITISH EXAMINATION TWO 
AND A HALF HOURS 
 
ONE COMPULSORY SOURCE 
QUESTION (30 Marks) 
TWO ESSAYS OUT OF A CHOICE OF 
THREE  (25 marks per essay) 

 

 
 
 
 



Course Outline: A Level British History Year 12 : 2 Lessons a week 

Rationale– British History follows a chronological order but, in each case, General Elections are looked at first as these give 
an overview of many of the other areas covered including political developments between elections and allow knowledge 
to be built upon. The Economy is studied next as many elections are largely determined by economic factors. Similarly, 
social factors play a role within elections and therefore these will have been touched upon before in-depth study of them 
commences. Foreign policy is often marginal to elections and therefore is studied after the economy and society as it is 
sometimes a discreet topic. From 1964-2007 Northern Ireland is taught and this is a discreet topic where it is important we 
revisit content each time it is taught, as events flow from each other and are likely to be assessed across time periods. This 
means in places events in Northern Ireland are taught as closely together as its practical. 

 

 CONTENT KEY/FUNDAMENTAL CONCEPTS ASSESSMENT 

Autumn 
Term 

• Background to 1951 

• The General Elections of 
1951,1955, 1959 

• Conservative management 
of the Economy 1951-64 

• First past the post 

• Landslide 

• Giveaway budget 

• Stop-go 

• Balance of payments 

• Inflation 

• Full Employment 

• Nationalisation 

• 25 mark essay completed 
at home but planned in 
school 

Half-term 

• Social change 1951-64 

• Foreign Policy 1951-64 

• The decline in support for 
the Conservatives and the 
1964 Election 

• National service 

• Rationing 

• Special Relationship 

• Decolonisation 

• Magic circle 

• Satire 

• Grouse moor Tory 

• 30 mark source question 
completed at home but 
planned in school 

• 25 mark timed unseen 
essay – choice of 1 
question out of 2.  45 
minutes. 

Christmas Holiday 

Spring Term 

• Economic record of Labour 
1964-70 

• Social change 1964-70 
 

• DEA 

• National Plan 

• Devaluation 

• Prices and incomes 

• Permissive society 

• Civilised society 

• 30 mark source question 
completed at home 
unsupported. 

Half-term 

• The emergence of the 
troubles in Northern 
Ireland 

• Foreign Policy 1964-70 

• 1970 Election 

• Unionist 

• Loyalist 

• Nationalist 

• Republican 
 
 
 
 
 

• 25 mark essay completed 
at home 

• 30 mark timed source 
question – 1 Hour 

Easter Holiday 

Summer 
Term 

• Economic record of Heath 
1970-74 

• Northern Ireland 1970-74 

• General Elections of 1974 

• Stagflation 

• U-turn 

• Lame duck industries 

• Bloody Sunday 

• Internment 

• Sunningdale 

• Who Governs? 

• Year 12 Mock – 30 mark 
Source question (Russian is 
an essay question). Total 
length of mock 1 Hour 45 
minutes 

• 25 mark essay question 
completed at home  

Half-term 

• Social Change 1970-79 

• Foreign Policy 1970-79 

• The record of Wilson and 
Callaghan 1974-79 

• Punks 

• Feminists 

• National Front 

• Environmentalism 

• Referendums 

• Lib-Lab Pact 

• Winter of Discontent 

• 25 mark timed essay in 
school – 45 minutes 

• 25 mark essay to be 
completed over the 
summer 



 
 

Course Outline: A Level British History Year 13 

 CONTENT KEY/FUNDAMENTAL CONCEPTS ASSESSMENT 

Autumn 
Term 

• General Elections of 
1979,83,87 including 
formation of SDP and 
weaknesses of the Labour 
Party in the 1980’s 

• Economic record of 
Thatcher’s Governments 
1979-90 

• Social change 1979-90 

• Falklands factor 

• Thatcherism 

• Wets and Dry’s 

• Monetarism 

• Privatisation 

• Big bang 

• Deregulation 

• ERM 

• 25 mark essay question 
timed – 45 minutes 

• Possible 25 mark  essay 
completed at home 

Half-term 

• Social change 1979-90 
(continued) 

• Foreign Policy 1979-90 

• Northern Ireland 1979-90 

• Fall of Thatcher 

• 1992 Election 

• Commence Major’s 
economic and domestic 
policy 1990-97 

• Section 28 

• Right to buy 

• Blanket protest 

• Stalking horse 

• Empire strikes back 

• Euro-sceptic 

• Treachery with a smile 

• Soap box 

• 30 marks source question 
completed at home 

• Year 13 mock examination 
25 mark essay question 
(Russian is a Source 
Question) 

Christmas Holiday 

Spring Term 

• Complete Major’s 
economic and domestic 
policy 1990-97  

• Social Change 1990-97 

• Foreign Policy 1990-97 

• Northern Ireland 1990-97 

• Causes of Conservative 
unpopularity including the 
1997 Election 

• Potentially start Economic 
Record 1997-2007 

• Black Wednesday 

• Negative equity 

• Power-sharing 

• Early-release 

• Single Currency 

• Sleaze 

• Cash for Questions 

• Tactical voting 

• 30 mark Source Question 
timed – 1 hour 

• 25 mark essay completed 
at home 

Half-term 

• Economic record 1997-07 
including Blair and Brown’s 
relationship 

• Northern Ireland 1997-
2007 

• 2001 and 2005 General 
Elections and continued 
weaknesses of the 
Conservative Party 1997-
2005 

• Social Change 1997-2007 

• New Deal 

• Welfare to work 

• Bank of England 
independence 

• Stormont 

• Good Friday Agreement 

• Decommissioning 

• Institutional racism 

• Parallel lives 

• Islamophobia 

• 25 mark essay completed 
at home 

Easter Holiday 

Summer 
Term 

• Revision focusing more on 
Year 12 content and 
key/fundamental concepts 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Revise key concepts 
including fact tests 

• Timed 25 mark essay 
unseen – 45 minutes 

• Timed 30 mark source 
question unseen – 1 hour 

 
FINAL BRITISH EXAMINATION TWO 
AND A HALF HOURS 
 
ONE COMPULSORY SOURCE 
QUESTION (30 Marks) 
TWO ESSAYS OUT OF A CHOICE OF 
THREE  (25 marks per essay) 

 

 
 


