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ST. AIdAN’S church of ENglANd hIgh School   No.30 - juNE 2023

 john 10:10 “I have come in order that you might have life – life in all its fullness.”

Welcome to june’s edition of InTouch where we celebrate some of the many brilliant events and 
achievements of our students. It is always a busy time of year with events and trips galore and there is still so 
much to look forward to before we reach the end of term. 

A special mention to Year 11 and Year 13 who have completed their exams and have been celebrating in 
style with the Year 13 leavers’ Ball and the Year 11 Prom. The Year 11s will also experience the long-awaited 
return of the Ardeche trip in the coming weeks and we will bring news of that in next month’s edition. We 
are very proud of you all and you deserve some time to relax.

Take care of yourselves and each other.

Mr Thornton

http://www.staidans.co.uk
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celebrating the Ilc
The Ilc provides pastoral support for a broad continuum 
of needs, including emotional and social difficulties so that 
our students can better access their lessons and build their 
resilience moving forwards. We aim to reinforce positive 
communication amongst the students and create a safe 
atmosphere where students can have open conversations 
with a mentor about their concerns. 

The new summer display playfully capitalises on the theme of 
ice creams and provides positive emotional reinforcement on 
an ice cream stick that students can take away and use at the 
end of this summer term and continue to use into the break 
from school. 

learning Mentor holly fewtrell has been working in the Ilc 
for the last six months and is about to embark a new career 
as a Trainee Mental health Social Worker which is part of a 
graduate Scheme. holly shared what she has enjoyed about 
the job saying there are so many different aspects, but mainly 
building relationships with the students. She commented 
on how rewarding it has been to have a noticeable impact 
on students’ lives both in school and at home. She has 
enjoyed guiding friendships and educating students about 
making positive decisions. helping students during their low 
moments and being there as a person students can trust have 
also been highlights for holly.  She would recommend the 
job of learning Mentor in the Ilc saying how much she has 
learned in a very short space of time. We thank holly for her 
work and wish her all the best with her future career.

congratulations to our new Senate
This month the Associated Sixth form held the annual elections for Senate at St Aidan’s and congress at St john fisher.  All Year 
12 students were welcome to apply and staff and fellow Year 12s voted for the fourteen positions. out of the students elected, 
some chose to go for Senate leader, so they were then interviewed by Mrs orton and Mr dinsdale to identify what they could 
bring to the role.  This year we are delighted to announce the following students have been elected for Senate:  Kirsten Elliott, 
jamie green, Miranda Kidman, jessie lennox, cosmo Mcdermott, connie Murray, Michael Pearce, Amrita roney, jeevan 
Shergill, Theo Simpson, ruben Turnbull, Maddy Wilson. The Senate leaders are jamie green, Kirsten Elliott and Maddy Wilson. 
Well done to everyone who applied for positions in Senate and congratulations to those elected.
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WAdE visit Willow Tree
Mrs collett took 15 members of WAdE (West African drum 
Ensemble) to Willow Tree Primary School earlier this month, 
to give an assembly. The children at Willow Tree really enjoyed 
the lively rhythms and were eager to join in.

Playing Music with 
Pannal Primary
At the end of May, students from Pannal Primary School came 
to visit us and Mr Elliott and junior Band were delighted to 
play alongside the younger students. Many of our current 
band members used to go to Pannal Primary School and there 
were a few siblings amongst the guests.   We hope they’ll visit 
again soon!

junior Band take part in 
Spring fest 
on Thursday 22 june, Mr Elliott took junior Band to 
Springwater Special School in Starbeck to play as part of 
their Spring fest event. The sun shone as junior Band played 
some upbeat songs which the Springwater staff and students 
thoroughly enjoyed dancing along to. our students loved 
meeting some of the Springwater students and were so 
impressed with the wonderful atmosphere the school has. A 
fantastic afternoon was had by all.

Well done Zach!
congratulations to Zach 
Blackmore in Year 10 who took 
his grade 8 cello exam last 
month with Trinity. he got 91%, 
a distinction. This is an amazing 
achievement, particularly at this 
age, and we are very proud of 
you Zach!
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chitty chitty Bang Bang!
Well done to four St. Aidan’s students and a teacher who took part in harrogate operatic Musical Theatre company’s 
performance of chitty chitty Bang Bang this month. The production received rave reviews and was likened to a West End Show!
The stage show is based on the 1996 film and tells the story of the eccentric inventor caractacus Potts and his two children 
jeremy and jemima who come across an old car in a junk yard. Potts sets out to restore the car and discovers it has magical 
properties. Well done to lucas Macleod, who played one of the lead roles as jeremy Potts, Izzy graham, child/chorus, Izzy 
ripley, child/chorus and Martha Stoner, child/chorus. Maths teacher Ms Mooney was also part of the ensemble.
The show was a huge success with nearly every night a sell out and it was an amazing experience for the whole cast, well done 
everyone! 

Summer concert
St. Aidan’s music department lead us through another 
fantastic evening of musical entertainment on Thursday the 
29th june at the School’s annual Summer concert. constance 
green hall was packed with parents, friends, students and 
teachers who all enjoyed the rich variety and outstanding 
quality of the music making on offer. 

The Summer concert is always an opportunity for the junior 
ensembles to shine as senior ensembles take a back seat to 
allow older students to focus on the exam season and the 
String Ensemble, String Quartet, WAdE, APE, junior choir, 
SAgE and junior Band all performed brilliantly, demonstrating 
that the future of music at St. Aidan’s is very secure. Well 
over a hundred performers contributed to the ensembles on 
an evening that reinforced how vibrant musical life is at St. 
Aidan’s.

We were all sad that this concert marked the end of a long 
association with St. Aidans for cherry Bratkowski, who has 
taught percussion at the school for over 30 years. her final 
performance with APE was a fitting end to her musical 
contributions at St. Aidan’s.

Never content to rest on their laurels the music department 
are already in full swing with their preparations for Spotlight, 
the KS3 performing arts showcase and have already begun 
the auditions process for next academic year’s whole school 
production of The little Mermaid. We hope you will all be able 
to share in these future events with us as members of the 
audience.

Year 7 Interform 
food Technology 
competition
congratulations to Tabby, Madeleine, Miley and Eve from 
7Y who have won the Year 7 Inter form food Technology 
competition 2023! The standard was extremely high this 
year and judges Mr Taylor and Mehdi (head chef at fodder) 
enjoyed tasting everyone’s creations! Well done to everyone 
who took part in the competition, you should all be proud 
of yourselves! Many thanks to Medhi for offering some 
valuable advice and encouragement and to fodder for the 
amazing prize for the winning team!



juNE 2023

5

INTouch

life in all its fullness

congratulations to former student Megan Elliott who for 
her A-level art coursework, completed at St Aidans in 2021, 
created this triptych of portraits. she recently entered it into 
the ruth Borchard collection Self Portrait prize 2023 and was 
long listed to be exhibited in their online exhibition alongside 
other contemporary artists. She has written in to say a huge 
thank you to her art teachers! We love the work and can see 
some familiar faces there - some are visible elsewhere in this 
newsletter! 

Alumni Success

Isla’s german olympiad 
achievement
Isla gouldson (9d) was delighted to be selected as a winner 
in the oxford german olympiad 2023. Isla’s challenge was to 
create a short video in german on how to create a german, 
Austrian or Swiss dish. Isla chose pretzels and had great fun 
making a playful video. Winners and runners up were invited 
to attend a prizegiving ceremony in the Bodleian library in 
oxford - Isla won a lovely cookbook of german recipes. 

junior Maths challenge
The junior Maths challenge was held in April when 166 year 
7 and 8s took part in the challenge which comprises an hour 
of solving fun, yet challenging maths puzzles. of the entrants 
62 (nearly 40%) were successful in achieving a certificate.
Three students scored especially highly and qualified for 
the Kangaroo follow-on round. They are Magnus Thrower 
and henry Beagley, from year 7, and josh holt from year 8. 
Additionally, Best in School went to Magnus Thrower. All 
three boys achieved a Qualification certificate.
Well done to all 166 students and especially well done to 
Magnus, henry and josh!

Education conference

on Saturday june 10th Year 12 sociology students; Maria, 
lauren, Tabitha and liv (and their teacher Mrs Wraight) 
attended the inaugural Quaker Education conference at 
Bootham School in York, entitled “how can Education create 
a better world”. The in-person conference, attended by 150 
students with both uK and international delegates, was the 
culmination of a longer programme in which 8 Sixth form 
students had involved themselves in online conferences and 
submitted a short film on the conference title. The 4 students 
who attended the conference listened to some excellent 
speakers which included the mental health campaigner 
Natasha devon and ruth Ibegbuna, founder and cEo of 
rEclAIM, The roots Programme who urged students to 
reject negative labels.  In addition, the students were spurred 
into action with talks by Sam freedman, senior fellow of 
the Institute for government who talked to students about 
how to most effectively reach people of power, and Ben 
rich, liberal democrat policy advisor and current cEo of 
radix, a cross party think tank who gave them a masterclass 
in manifesto writing. Working in teams of 8 the students 
produced documents which are being brought together 
as a manifesto for change in educational priorities to be 
presented at this weekend’s ‘Big Tent’ event at the York 
festival of Ideas, where government Ministers, Shadow 
Ministers, leading journalists, commentators, local MPs and 
council leaders will discuss their proposals. 

Year 8 Physics Success
The Physics olympics took place at St Peter’s School in 
York this month. four students from Year 8 competed in 
challenges all day and were up against some of the best 
schools across the North. They placed 9th out of 26 schools – 
fantastic work jack Aplin, harry rollinson, gracie hill and Kiki 
Phong!
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family fest 2023
family fest is nearly here, and friends of St. Aidan’s (foSA) 
are excited to see everyone for an afternoon of fun with 
something to suit everyone. The former Year 11 Aidan’s flame 
is reuniting to bring their ‘party’ set list and our incoming Year 
7s are invited to join in the fun with our current Year 7s for a 
football tournament run by our PE department (footballers 
must wear boots appropriate for the pitch – no metal studs 
please). donations of cakes are very welcome on the day 
(no nuts please), good quality Tombola prizes and preloved 
uniform will all be received gratefully at school reception. 
foSA will accept these donations right up until friday 7 july. 
We hope to see you there so we can raise money for the new 
outdoor area for school.

Year 9 Trips
Year 9 have had a fantastic time on their trips this month. With 
five options to choose from there was something for everyone; 
the Year 9s could choose to go to Snowdonia for an outdoor 
adventure, Edinburgh to explore the city, a london Theatre 
Trip, a london Sightseeing Trip, and the Sports Tour which was 
gave our footballers the opportunity to play at West Bromwich 
and our netballers the chance to play at loughbrough with 
loughbrough lightening.  
The sun shone for everyone which meant everyone could make 
the most of all the activities on offer. This varied from Kayaking 
and abseiling in the Welsh countryside to taking in a West End 
show in london. huge thanks must go to the organisers of 
these trips which were action packed and kept all our Year 9s 
very busy the entire week and the staff that accompanied them 
who gave up time with their partners and families.

Planner design Winners
It’s that time of year again where Year 7 and 9 compete 
with designs for the front of the planner. There were some 
exceptional entries from both year groups, making it difficult 
to choose a final winner, and meaning many received a highly 
commended.  The overall winners were lottie Taylor  (Year 7) 
and francois Salomon (Year 9).

Well done everyone, particularly lottie and francois!

Year 12 Post-18 
Planning day
on Tuesday 20 june, Year 12 were taken ‘off timetable’ to 
take part in the Year 12 Post 18 Planning day. Set up by our 
experienced careers department, this carefully planned 
day enabled our Year 12s to gain a valuable insight as to the 
opportunities awaiting them after leaving school.

launching the conference was Matthew chapman, Manager 
of harrogate BId who shared his career journey and enthused 
about the post-18 opportunities that are on offer to our 
students. Year 12 then made an official start on their ucAS 
application process with the help of their senior tutors 
and the careers department. With 54 talks from Industry 
professionals and employers during the afternoon, our 
students were able to tailor the day to suit their vocational 
interests.

We were delighted to welcome companies such as Nestle, 
BBc radio York, leeds conservatoire and many more. leeds 
utd legend Eddie gray MBE was even available to give advice 
about playing and managing football professionally.  his 
advice was whatever your interests are, have a good work 
ethic and you will achieve your true potential – great advice! 
The gap Year talk was a noticeably popular option provided 
by York company ‘Everything is Possible’ filling the school 
chapel for two sessions.

The whole day was inspirational for our Year 12s at a key time 
when they are considering what they would like to do after 
Sixth form.
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Time to celebrate with Year 11 and Year 13!

End of Exams

flg leavers

It has been wonderful to see the Year 13s and Year 11s be able to come together as year groups and mark the end of an era with 
their separate celebratory occasions.   

for Year 13, who couldn’t have a Year 11 prom due to the pandemic, it was an extra special occasion.  friday 23 june was the 
leavers’ Ball at The Pavilions in harrogate.  The Sixth form leavers arrived dressed to the nines in great spirits and partied the 
night away.   

for Year 11, the Prom venue was constance green hall which was dressed beautifully by Mrs rosser and her team. Students 
arrived in style, dressed to impress, ate pizza, danced and had a fabulous time. This was Mrs rosser’s last prom after 13 years of 
organising it and we would like to say a huge thankyou to her for all she has done to make Prom the highlight of Year 11’s school 
year! She will be greatly missed! 

We are delighted for all our Year 11s and Year 13s that the exam period has come to an end. Please can we take this opportunity 
to pass on our congratulations and thanks to all of the students in Year 11 and 13 who performed and behaved with incredible 
maturity throughout the examination period. It was a long and challenging time for them, and we felt that they showed 
immense courage and resilience throughout.  

A huge thanks to all the staff at school for supporting the students throughout the last two years and the exam period itself and 
a special mention to Mrs Mahoney for her excellent leadership with coordinating the gcSE examinations and Mrs humphrey for 
her brilliant organisation with A levels and BTEc exams.  We are very lucky to have you both. 

The foundation learning group said goodbye to two much 
loved students this month - Year 11 students Samuel and 
connor who have  been part of the furniture in learning 
Support for the last 5 years. Samuel was particularly upset 
that he wouldn’t have another christmas at St. Aidan’s so a 
special party was thrown complete with a christmas cake. 
Mr Thornton was invited along and the foundation learning 
group staff and students played rounders and partied in the 
sunshine! We wish connor and Samuel all the very best and 
we will miss you!
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Sporty Superstars
Well done to Year 8 student India gooden (pictured right) whose Netball team (leeds 
Athletic Netball club) made it through to the England National clubs u14 finals at the 
EIS in Sheffield this month. 18 teams from across all regions in the country made it to 
the finals and her team came 7th overall having won all their matches except one.  This 
was particularly impressive considering that the team was predominantly u13 girls 
playing one year above themselves.

Well done too to joe Thompson in 7d who played squash for the North of England 
versus the South in the Battle of the Borders on Sunday 28 May.  joe won all his games 
and the north comfortably beat the south.

Year 10 Sports 
leaders
We are incredibly proud of our Year 
10 Sports leaders who have been 
helping out at the sports days of many 
local primary schools around the 
area. The younger children have really 
benefitted from having the support and 
encouragement from the older students 
and the feedback we have recieved 
about the students has been lovely to 
hear.  

They have been wonderful ambassadors 
for St. Aidan’s and reflect everything 
that we hope to represent as a school 
in our WAlK statement - Wisdom, 
Aspiration, learning and Kindness.

The team pictured here were helping 
out at fellow Yorkshire causeway School, 
oatlands Infants. 

Well done everyone!  

Trampoline Success
Well done to Year 12 student Toby Williams who competed in national age group 
championships at the weekend in double mini trampoline and came first in the 17-
21 age category at the age of 17. Toby now stands a strong chance of being selected 
for both the British championships in September and the World championships in 
November. All this after a long break from the sport.

At the same event, Year 9 student ollie jones competed in the same event, 
double mini trampoline. This was in the 13-16 age group and he came 6th in the 
uK. he his hoping this performance means that he too will qualify for the British 
championships. ollie is also looking forward to competing with England in Portugal 
this october. 

congratulations too must go to Year 8 student Maryn fraser, (pictured below right) 
who is in harrogate gymnastics trampoline squads. he competed this month in 
harrogate and won 1st place in his age category in the regional challenge cup 
final for double-Mini Trampoline (dMT). he will now be heading to Birmingham in 
September to represent Yorkshire in the Inter-regional challenge cup final.

Year 11 football Team are 
county champions!
The Year 11 boys’ football team celebrated the 
end of gcSEs in style by being crowned county 
champions! In a thrilling final against Eskdale 
School, at full time the score was 4-4 so penalties 
were taken and St. Aidan’s won 7-6 with Tom r 
making the winning save. Well done to all the 
team: Tom ranson, lucas Moyser, jack leach, 
Will jones, Brandon genti, Murray Brierley, rory 
carter, lewis McStay, charlie dunn, Alex huby, 
joe cook, Tom douglas and josh Morales-
Macias. Thanks must also go to coach Mr Maullin.
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dates for your diary
4th & 5th 
july

Spotlight 12th july Sports Awards

8th july foSA’s family fest 21st july Break up for 
Summer

We hope you have enjoyed this edition of INTouch. 

Thank you for your feedback so far; please do send any further 
comments or suggestions to Kate caine (K.caine@staidans.co.uk)

     www.staidans.co.uk

under 15 girls’ cricket 
Team Yorkshire 
champions!

congratulations to the under 15s girls’ cricket Team who 
have recently won the chance to compete under 15s girls’ 
Yorkshire cup! The competition took place at Ampleforth 
School where they beat Silverdale school Sheffield on the last 
ball in the final. As Yorkshire champions, they now play in the 
North of England finals at darlington in early july! The team is: 
India gooden, Alice halliday, Immy hartley, Annabel Washer, 
rebecca chester, hannah Taylor, Kirin Sahota and hannah 
Batchelor. Thanks to coach Mrs Bassindale and well done 
everyone!

finals Incoming!
congratulations to the under 13 girls’ football team who have 
beaten St john fisher in the county cup semi-final 4-2 after 
being 2-1 down at half time. They will now play in the county 
cup final! 

Athletics News
Three school teams have qualified for the English Schools’ 
team National finals in Essex, taking place in july.  Year 7/8 
girls, Year 9/10 girls and Year 9/10 Boys all won their regional 
final early in june to qualify, with the year 7/8 boys’ team 
finishing 3rd.  lots of athletes won their events and this all 
added up to some great team performances.
highlights were Ella McIntosh throwing a new school record 
of 42m in the hammer, Indi harby, pole vaulting a new 
school record of 2.20m. Niamh robinson and luke Shacklock 
have set new school 1500m records in the last few weeks 
representing Yorkshire.
It is no surprise that luke Shacklock has also been selected 
for North Yorkshire to run 1500m steeplechase at the English 
Schools’ championships. This is great reward for luke who has 
raced well over 1500m and steeplechase this Summer. 
Many others also competed for the county at the Northern 
counties match earlier this month - grace fisher, Alice fisher, 
Indi harby, ollie holt, george Wastling, Niamh robinson, josh 
Keay, and Ella McIntosh.
At the harrogate and craven district athletics, the school took 
a big team of athletes to compete, with quite a few Year 7 
boys and girls making their first appearances on the track or 
field. lots of 1st, 2nd, and 3rd places from athletes in sprints, 
hurdles, middle distance races, throws and jumps.  
head of Biology dr Bryant commented “It has been a great 
privilege to manage and coach the athletes this Summer.” 
We are very grateful for time and energy dr Bryant gives to 
Athletics at St. Aidan’s – thankyou. 

mailto:c.harrison@staidans.co.uk

