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Section Heading Deputy Headteacher (Curriculum)  – Ms McQuire

Assistant Headteacher (KS4) – Mr Holdsworth

Head of Year – Ms Strickland and team of form tutors

Head of Careers education – Ms Dukes

Key members of staff supporting the options 
process
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Curriculum Changes

• Key Stage 2

New content

Scaled scores

• Reformed GCSEs

New content

Reduction in controlled assessment

Increase in examinations

New grading
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New GCSE Grading 9-1
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St. Aidan’s Framework

John 10 v10
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Key Stage 3 – Years 7-9 

• English

• Maths

• Science

• Modern Foreign Language

• Technology

• History

Students receive a progress grade based on a forecasted attainment 

range for each of these subjects. 

• Geography

• ICT

• Art

• Music

• PE

• Religious Studies
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The Careers Department

• Careers Information, Advice and Guidance

• Work Experience

• Help with choosing GCSE options

• Open Monday-Friday, 9am-4.30pm
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Year 9 Careers session

CORE 
SUBJECTS

OPTIONAL 
SUBJECTS

TIMETABLE



www.staidans.co.ukLife in all its fullness

Reasons to choose a GCSE course

• You enjoy it

• You are good at it

• You like the method of teaching 
and assessment

• It combines well with other 
subjects

• It will be useful for a future career

• Your friends are doing it

• You like the teacher

• You think it will be an easy 
option

• You can't think of anything 
else to choose



www.staidans.co.ukLife in all its fullness

Subjects and future careers

Some careers require specific subjects/courses so if can be useful to work 
backwards from an end goal when considering GCSEs choices, 
e.g., Architect, Engineer, Vet

The core GCSE subjects will provide a good foundation for a multitude of 
different careers
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Useful resources
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Useful resources

• Welcome to Indigo - Careers education from the experts

and

• eclips-online
Contact careersstaff@staidans.co.uk for the school passwords

• success at school - career zones

• career pilot - job sectors

• Dream Bigger

https://indigo.careers/
https://www.eclips-online.co.uk/
mailto:careersstaff@staidans.co.uk
https://successatschool.org/careerzones
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8EkkpOO6drI&feature=youtu.be
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Key Stage 4 – Years 10-11 

Core Subjects

• English (Language and Literature)

• Maths

• Science
• 3 Separate Sciences (3 GCSEs)

• Coordinated Science (2 GCSEs)

• BTEC Science (1 GCSE)

• RS – Christianity, Islam and
• 4 Philosophical/Ethical themes  or    

2 Philosophical/Ethical themes and 2 St. Mark’s Gospel themes

• MFL – French / German / Spanish / Core Skills (Maths & English)

• PE (unassessed)
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Key Stage 4 – Years 10-11 

Optional Subjects – Choose 3

• ASDAN (can be 2 options)

• Art (Fine Art or Graphics)

• Business 

• Computer Science

• Dance

• Drama

• French

• Geography

• History

• IT (iMedia)

• Media Studies

• Music

• PE

• Technology
(Food, Textiles, DT/Engineering)
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Key Stage 4 – Years 10-11 

Most courses are offered as a GCSE

Some are Technical Awards

GCSEs or 

Technical 

Awards?
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English Maths Religious

Studies

Physical 

Education

Science Modern 

Languages

Optional Courses

English 

Language 

and 

Literature (2)

No 

further 

choices

Options 

within the 

subject –

see the 

subject 

description

No further 

choices

Separate (3)

or

Combined (2)

or

BTEC (1)

French 

or

German

or 

Spanish

or

Core Skills

ASDAN (can be 2 options)

Art (Fine Art or Graphics)

Business 

Computer Science

Dance

Drama

French

Geography

History

IT (iMedia)

Media Studies

Music

PE

Technology:

(Food, Textiles, 

DT, Engineering)
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Key dates: 

Wednesday 22nd February

Options evening

Thursday 2nd March

Parent/carer consultation meeting

Friday 17th March

Deadline for options forms to be returned


