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UNIQUE…
The Associated Sixth Form was created
in 1973 as a unique venture in
ecumenical education. Its aim is to
provide a Christian environment in which
all students who wish to remain at school
beyond the age of 16 are given the
opportunity to fulfil their academic
potential. This is achieved by pooling the
resources, staff expertise and experience
of two outstanding schools for the
benefit of all Sixth Form students.

VARIED…
Courses are offered at GCE Advanced,
Advanced Subsidiary, Advanced Applied,
BTEC Level 3 Diploma and GCSE Levels.
Last year some 490 students advanced to
Higher Education. The Sixth Form has
increased dramatically in the last few
years and, with 1185 students between
St. Aidan’s and St. John Fisher, it can
offer a rich diversity of choice. The
Association can also offer opportunities
for students to work on extended
projects and to be involved in a range of
enrichment activities that may lead to
accreditation within the AQA
Baccalaureate. 

Students enter the Associated Sixth Form
not only from St. Aidan’s and St. John
Fisher, but also from more than 40 other
schools in any one year. We believe that
such a wide and varied intake helps to
enrich the life of all students. It certainly
provides all entrants with a challenge and
the impetus of a fresh start. The evidence
suggests that this experience is of great
benefit when students make the
transition from school to university.

ASSOCIATED…
The St. Aidan’s and St. John Fisher
school sites are close together and
teaching is shared between the schools.
Students meet in lessons, common
rooms, assemblies and combined
sporting and social activities. All students
undertake a broad programme of
General and Religious Studies. Both
schools provide vital research facilities
with a full range of books and periodicals
and Internet access aimed particularly at
Sixth Form courses. An additional state-
of-the-art Study Centre is available
exclusively for Sixth Form students to
facilitate independent work and there are
also Sixth Form Centres for the brief
periods of leisure time.

REPRESENTATIVE…
Staff and students at each site elect
representatives from whom the Head Boy
and Head Girl are chosen. These
committees have become essential to
the successful leadership of both the
Sixth Form and the two schools; their
members gain invaluable understanding
of management and provide a welcome
influence at school events.

CREATIVE…
Students manage their own facilities and
organise sports, musical and dramatic
events. They also participate in service to
the community; fund raising for local,
national and international charities;
helping staff to run school activities; and
assisting within lessons, particularly in
relation to pupils with special educational
needs.

INTRODUCTION
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SIXTH FORM 
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SUCCESSFUL AND POPULAR...
Ofsted has reported that the Sixth Form
provides an outstanding all-round
education, with exceptionally high-
quality teaching for students whose
attitude to learning is superb. 

Parental feedback has included the
following:

"I felt that I wanted to write to
express my immense gratitude 
to the Associated Sixth Form 
for a fantastic two years; it has
provided the best possible
environment in which to flourish."

"We are delighted with her 
effort and achievement and 
give grateful thanks to you for
developing a shy and less than
confident child into an articulate
and strong-minded young
woman."

"Thanks for the care and
dedication; he could not have
had a better springboard into
higher education in any other
place."

"Thanks for the professionalism
and dedication that has enabled
a special daughter to achieve her
goals."

"We have been absolutely
thrilled with what a newcomer
has gained by being part of the
Associated Sixth Form."



Guidance and Support
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AIMS AND VALUES
Our principal concern is the welfare and
progress of each individual member of
the Sixth Form. We take equal pleasure
in those whose pass grades secure
qualification for a career as in those 384
students who last year gained an A grade
at A Level. 

Each student becomes attached to a
Senior Tutor and a Registration Group.
The Senior Tutor supports all aspects of
the student's academic progress and
personal development: in this way we
seek to provide individual, personalised
support within the context of a large-
scale organisation.

There are regular assemblies, and
Registration Groups also provide a
gathering for sharing information,
support and thoughts or prayers for each
day. In these ways we seek to reinforce
the values and self-discipline that will be
important to students as they proceed
into the less-structured environment of
Higher Education or employment.

INFORMED CHOICES
A team of experienced advisors within
the Careers Department helps each
prospective Sixth Form student select his
or her course wisely. Once in the Sixth
Form, students are encouraged to
discuss issues of concern in a frank, yet
confidential manner with their Senior
Tutor. Help with course selection begins
in Year 11 with Careers lessons, interviews
with Careers Advisors and discussions
with subject teachers and Sixth Form
Senior Tutors.

There are meetings for prospective
students and parents prior to provisional
choices of courses being made and each
student is interviewed individually. Our
confidence in the wisdom of our students
is expressed in the annual ‘Forum’, when
Year 13 students provide detailed
explanations of the individual
requirements for success in each of the
subjects we offer. 

Students from schools other than St.
Aidan’s and St. John Fisher are most
welcome to visit the Sixth Form. A
Prospective Sixth Formers’ Conference
for students from other schools is held in
the latter part of the summer term, after
GCSE examinations are over, so that new
students can see the facilities available
and learn about the expectations of the
Sixth Form. 

After examination results are published,
but before the beginning of the new
school year, we ask all students to come
to school to discuss the final
arrangements for their courses and to
arrange individual timetables to suit their
particular needs. These consultations
usually take place during the last few
days of the summer holidays.

GUIDANCE AND SUPPORT
In the Sixth Form each student is
encouraged to be responsible for career
decisions and individual guidance is
given to help identify the most suitable
direction for students when it is time to
leave. We make special provision to
ensure that, when A Level results are
published in August, experienced staff
are available to give all the support that a
student needs to secure a place in
Higher Education that will suit his/her
needs.

We believe that the Associated Sixth Form
is extremely successful in enriching the
opportunities for each individual student in
terms of academic excellence, the
achievement of social and technological
skills and the encouragement of caring
attitudes in a Christian community.



WHERE AM I?
You are now at a crossroads in your life
and the decisions you make will
probably influence the whole course of
your career. 

You have the opportunity to enter the
Associated Sixth Form, which offers a
wide range of both new and familiar
subjects and has a proven record of
academic success. Most students will go
on to obtain degrees, higher
qualifications or management training;
the rich variety of positions achieved by
last year’s leavers is printed towards the
end of this prospectus. Ahead of you
lies an exciting challenge that involves
the discovery of academic individuality,
freedom and responsibility, new friends
and differing religious ideas. You will
have to work hard, while being
encouraged to lead a full and varied life.

WHERE AM I GOING?
First of all you need to think about your
choice of subjects. Consider the
following:

• your proven success in previous
subjects

• your realistic wish to qualify for a
specific career or degree course

• your need to make the best use of the
one or two years before you can apply
for a particular career (e.g. nursing or
the police force)

• your need to improve personal or
social skills in preparation for job
applications

• your uncertainty about what the future
may bring but your awareness that
higher qualifications should mean a
better choice of careers

• your confidence in the advice of your
teachers or parents that you have the
ability to improve with further studies

• the fact that something like illness
may have disrupted your studies in the
past so that you need more time to
prove yourself.

HOW CAN I GET THERE?
We aim to find a beneficial course of
study for all students who are prepared
to work hard for success. Our policy is to
find the best possible mix of subjects to
advance the education and career
prospects of each individual. Our entry
procedure allows for discussion between
students and subject teachers and this
can lead to programmes of study for
one, two or three years. 

As we have found that there is not
always a natural progression from GCSE
to A Level, each course carries a specific
entry requirement. Experience suggests
that success at A Level normally requires
B grade ability in at least one GCSE
subject. GCSE level courses are open to
all who are really determined to improve
on their previous results. You will gain
automatic acceptance for most subjects
in which you achieve grade B at GCSE. 
If you gain grade C, you will need the
recommendation of your previous
subject teacher for admission to an AS
or A Level course.

Planning the Future
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The Curriculum

For a long time curriculum provision
post-16 has encouraged breadth whilst
allowing students to pursue their
preferred subject areas in greater depth.
These aims have been sustained over a
number of years with relatively little
change but the government is now
reviewing the qualification structures
across all ages. The latest reforms for A
Level start to take effect in September
2015 and are being implemented in
several stages. In the first instance the
changes affect a number of A Level
courses and involve reduced focus on
modular assessment and coursework,
with more extended writing as part of
the examination assessment in most
subjects. It is important to read the
subject details carefully to see how
different courses’ structures may be
affected – some subjects are not affected
until September 2016.

Post-16 GCE qualifications are split into
AS and A Levels. Most students will take
AS Levels at the end of Year 12 and these
are assessed at a level below the full A
Level standard. For the courses not
revised in September 2015 the AS Level
results count as half of the overall A Level
qualification. 

In the new, revised courses, AS Level is a
standalone qualification. It offers
evidence of academic potential to
university tutors and can indicate a
student’s suitability to take a course on
to full A Level.

Students favouring a more practical or
project-based approach to study may
also choose to follow Applied A Level or
BTEC Diploma qualifications. These carry
the same points tariff as A Levels but are
more closely related to the world of work
and develop skills such as teamwork,
presentation and research. They also
include more continuous assessment or
coursework. Whilst some universities
favour traditional A Level courses, most
are receptive to the benefits for some
students of vocational or applied
courses. 

All students are required to choose four
courses in total for their Sixth Form
programme: in doing so, it is possible for
students to choose a combination of
BTEC or Applied courses alongside the
more traditional GCE A Levels if they
wish. Similarly, some may need to include
a re-sit in Mathematics or English
alongside three other courses.

We also offer a one year programme for
those students who wish to continue in
school-based education but who are not
qualified to embark on a full A Level
course. These students can re-sit GCSE
Mathematics or English and may start
one AS course where appropriate. 

Whichever courses you are considering,
flexibility is an important aspect of our
approach to your curriculum: we do all
we can to accommodate the needs of
the individual student.

QUALIFICATIONS FOR
ENTRY
Above all you need the recommendation
from previous subject teachers that you
have shown the self-discipline and
motivation to make the most of your
academic potential.

Your teacher’s expectation of your GCSE
grade is as important as the result in
August. Experience shows us that you
would be unwise to change previously
chosen subjects because of an
unexpected GCSE published grade.
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COURSE CHOICE
• Students who do not gain five or more
C grades at GCSE should consider the
one-year programme. This may then
lead to advanced courses or more
vocational options thereafter.

• Employers and tutors see GCSE
English and Mathematics qualifications
as a benchmark: students who do not
achieve C grades in these subjects
must include re-sit GCSE or equivalent
courses as part of their Sixth Form
programme.

• Some courses (Applied A Levels and
BTECs) involve a higher percentage of
coursework than examination units:
students should consider which option
presents their best chance of success.

• It is possible to complete five subjects
to AS Level by taking four subjects in
Year 12, then changing one of these to
a fifth subject in Year 13 alongside
three subjects at A2.

• Selective universities require AS
qualifications in subjects that would
support study at degree level (e.g.
Maths for Economics or Psychology).

• A fourth subject which is unrelated to
the other three can bring welcome
variety to a student’s timetable.

• Students with a high academic profile
but who are unsure of their future
direction should consider choosing at
least two ‘facilitating’ subjects: English,
Mathematics, History, Physics, Biology,
Chemistry, Geography and Modern
Languages.

PRACTICAL ISSUES
• Most Year 12 students are timetabled
in lessons for 22 out of 25 lessons each
week.

• Students are required to remain in
school to work during private study
periods.

• As part of the distinctive ethos of the
Associated Sixth Form, all students
take one lesson per fortnight of
Religious Studies within the framework
of the General Studies AS course. 

• Most students are taught in both
schools.

EXTRA TIME
For at least one period a week students
are expected to pursue an extra
commitment. This programme aims to
enable students to undertake physical or
practical activities, build on their interests
and develop a healthy attitude towards
the use of leisure as a life skill. It also
provides an opportunity for social
integration between students and staff.

It is possible for students to undertake
some form of community service,
including help with the teaching of
younger pupils with special needs. This is
encouraged and may take place either in
private study time or at another time by
arrangement with individual teachers of
your choice.

Practical Considerations
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Ancient History
Preferred previous studies

A background in Latin or Classics is an advantage but not essential
in studying this subject at A Level. For those students who studied
History at GCSE a B grade would be the minimum requirement to
be able to cope with the demands of this subject.  Similarly, a B
grade in English Literature would be required.

AS COURSE

Unit 1: Greek History from the
original sources

Students look into the society and
history of ancient Sparta; a unique
city within ancient Greece.  The unit
offers an introduction and
examination of ancient Greek sources
and a chance to develop skills of
analysis and evaluation of historical
evidence.

Assessment: External examination

Unit 2: Roman History from the
original sources

Students will examine the history of
Roman Britain considering the impact
of the Roman invasion of Britain and
the Romanisation of Britain. The unit
offers an introduction to ancient
Roman history, dealing with complex
literary and archaeological sources
and developing analytical skills.

Assessment: External examination

A2 COURSE

Unit 3:  Greek History: Culture and
conflict

Students will examine Greek history
in an extended depth study –
focusing on the details of the Greco-
Persian wars according to the text of
Herodotus. This is a more developed
study of the ancient texts, exploring
in detail the features of ancient
literary sources.

Assessment: External examination

Unit 4: Roman History: The use and
abuse of power

Students will examine the ruling and
administration of the Roman Empire.
This is a more focused study,
investigating the ways in which the
Roman emperors controlled and
expanded the Roman Empire and
utilizing literary and archaeological
sources.

Assessment: External examination

COURSE CONTENT

GENERAL COMMENTS

Ancient History is a highly academic
and challenging subject suitable for
students wishing to study related
subjects such as Archaeology, Ancient
History or History itself at university.
It requires a willingness to study
ancient texts in depth and to
undertake research into Ancient
Rome and Greece.  It represents an
alternative for those who enjoy
history but would like to learn about
something other than modern history,
but requires dedication and
application as independent study is
an integral demand of the subject.

10
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The course will provide students with
the opportunity to progress their
creative skills through the exploration
of a wide range of materials. This will
be done whilst developing a variety of
techniques and will ultimately result in
students producing an extensive
portfolio of work. A range of artists
and craftspeople, both contemporary
and from the past times, will be
introduced in order to further support
the development of work.

AS LEVEL

Component 1: Portfolio

No time limit

96 marks, 60% of AS

The emphasis of this component will
be on the development of
understanding and skills using an
appropriate range of materials,
processes and techniques. Students
should produce a collection of
materials that exemplifies work carried
out during the AS course. Each student
will include in their portfolio a selection
of work which will demonstrate their
ability to sustain work from an original
starting point. It will include critical and
contextual work, sketchbook work and
the development of outcomes in a
variety of forms.

Component 2: Externally set
assignment

Preparatory period + 10 hours of
supervised time

96 marks, 40% of AS

An externally set question paper will
provide students with a choice of 5
starting points; students are required
to select one. Students will be
supplied with the question paper 
on or as soon as possible after 
1 February. Following receipt of the
paper student will develop their
preparatory work in any suitable
format. Following this period students
will complete 10 hours of unaided
supervised time to produce outcomes.

A LEVEL

Component 1: Personal
Investigation

No time limit

96 marks, 60% of A-level

Students will undertake a practical
investigation into an idea, theme,
issue or concept. This practical work
will be supported by written material.
The focus of the investigation will be
identified independently by the
student and will lead to a finished
outcome (a final piece of work). The
investigation will demonstrate the
ability of the student to develop a
cohesive line of argument whilst
evidencing their practical skill. A
wide range of techniques will be
explored using an appropriate range
of materials.

Component 2 : Externally set
assignment

Preparatory period +15 hours of
supervised time

96 marks, 40% of A-level

Students will be provided with an
externally set question paper. The
question paper consists of a choice
of eight questions to be used as
starting points. Students are required
to choose one of these questions as
the focus for their investigations. The
question papers will be provided on
1 February or as soon as possible
after this date. Following the
preparatory period students will
undertake 15 hours of unaided
supervised time in which they will
develop an outcome or a series of
outcomes.

COURSE CONTENT

GENERAL COMMENTS
Art at A-level is a diverse course which
requires students to think for
themselves and show initiative and
enthusiasm.  Students will be able to
work in one area (eg. painting) in depth,
or several areas which demonstrate
breadth.  As far as possible, the course
can be tailored to the interests of the
student although certain criteria are
common to all projects.  These are:

• providing detailed studies, which help
support idea development and
improve technique

• exploring the work of recognised
artists or designers in order to
enhance own work. Some of this
should be done by visiting galleries

• developing ideas and exploring media

• putting together a final piece in a
chosen medium.

The course would appeal to anyone
creatively minded and with a certain
degree of independence.  The working
methods offer a substantial change
from the normal lesson format for most
academic subjects – teaching is mainly
on a one-to-one basis within a class.

Most students move on to do a
Foundation Diploma course in art (one
year pre-degree) at either Harrogate,
Leeds or York. However, some apply for
Architecture, Art History or directly onto
a Fine Art Degree Course or for teacher
training with an Art specialism.  Students
then proceed from a foundation course
onto a degree course in one of the
following areas:  Fine Art, Graphic
Design, Interior Design, Fashion,
Animation, Furniture Design, Textiles or
Visual Communication. The courses are
wide ranging and varied and these are
but a few possibilities.

Preferred previous studies

Grade B or above for GCSE Art is preferred. It is possible to take
Art in the Sixth Form without having followed a GCSE in Art but
you should contact either Mr Matthews at St Aidan’s or Mr Barton
at St John Fisher to discuss this.  Proof of your potential (i.e.
artwork you have completed) will be required.
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Preferred previous studies

GCSE Grade B or above in either Fine Art or Art Graphics is
preferred.  It is possible to take Art Graphics without having
followed a GCSE Art course.  Please contact Ms Maughan at St
Aidan’s or Mr Smith at St John Fisher.  Proof of your potential (i.e.
artwork) will be required.

COURSE CONTENT

GENERAL COMMENTS
Art Graphics students need to be well
motivated and capable of working
independently to a given brief. Taking
the initiative and developing a personal
response is central to the course. This
can be achieved through the use of a
wide range of media including
Illustration, Photoshop, Animation,
Photography and a range of available
software. 

Students will learn about key features in
interpreting a Design brief,
communicating a visual message
succinctly and refining imagery to its
final outcome. Access to an A0 printer,
allows for the production of professional
quality posters, banners and other
imagery. 

The department has connections with
commercial Graphic Designers who
provide inspirational advice and support.
This allows students to understand how
to interpret a given brief presented by
the client as well as working under the
pressure of deadlines.

Our students go on to follow a wide
range of degree courses in Graphic
Design, Illustration, Architecture,
Animation, Fashion Design, Three
Dimensional Design, Galleries and
Teaching.

They have gained prestigious offers
beyond their university degrees and at
the highest level in the world of work.
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Art & Design
Graphic Communication

AS LEVEL

Component 1: Portfolio

No Time limit

96 marks, 60% of AS

The emphasis of this component will
be on the development of
understanding and skills using an
appropriate range of materials,
processes and techniques. Students
should produce a collection of
materials that exemplifies work
carried out during the AS course.
Each student will include in their
portfolio a selection of work which
will demonstrate their ability to
sustain work from an original starting
point. It will include critical and
contextual work, sketchbook work
and the development of outcomes in
a variety of forms.

Component 2: Externally set
assignment

Preparatory period + 10 hours of
supervised time

96 marks, 40% of AS

An externally set question paper will
provide students with a choice of 5
starting points. Students are required
to select one. Students will be
supplied with the question paper on
1 February or as soon as possible
after that date. Following receipt of
the paper students will develop their
preparatory work in any suitable
format. Following this period
students will complete 10 hours of
unaided supervised time to produce
outcomes.

A LEVEL

Component 1: Personal Investigation

No time limit

96 marks, 60% of A-level

Students will undertake a practical
investigation into an idea, theme,
issue or concept. This practical work
will be supported by written material.
The focus of the investigation will be
identified independently by the
student and will lead to a finished
outcome (a final piece of work). The
investigation will demonstrate the
ability of the student to develop a
cohesive line of argument whilst
evidencing their practical skill. A
wide range of techniques will be
explored using an appropriate range
of materials.

Component 2: Externally set
assignment

Preparatory period +15 hours of
supervised time

96 marks, 40% of A-level

Students will be provided with an
externally set question paper. The
question paper consists of a choice
of eight questions to be used as
starting points. Students are required
to choose one of these questions as
the focus for their investigations. The
question papers will be provided on
1 February or as soon as possible
after this date. Following the
preparatory period students will
undertake 15 hours of unaided
supervised time in which they will
develop an outcome or a series of
outcomes.



COURSE CONTENT

GENERAL COMMENTS
Students are expected to own a
DSLR/SLR/compact camera. Students will
need to be enthusiastic, motivated and
capable of organising themselves. They
will benefit from the experience of local
professionals who will deliver workshops
and demonstrate specific skills for areas 
of interest. 

Photography will enable students to be
creative and explore the world around them
in their own way. Our students have gone
on to study a wide range of courses at Art
College and university, including Fashion,
Graphic Design, Marketing and Advertising.

We also offer a course in Art and Design
(ARTA1&2).  As with the existing Art
courses students can develop personal
responses to ideas, observations,
experiences, environments and cultures in
practical, critical and contextual forms.
The specification also allows students to
develop an awareness of the importance
of consumers of Art and Design, as well as
gain an understanding of the contribution
of artists, craftspeople and designers to
society and industry. 

Skills and knowledge students develop in
Art and Design, as opposed to Fine Art or
other endorsed Art titles, is how to work
with a broad range of media, including
traditional materials and crafts and new
media and technologies. Students are
encouraged towards an independence of
mind in relation to developing their own
ideas, realising their own intentions and
producing personal outcomes. The course
is suitable for a range of students who
want to develop their interest in, and
enjoyment of, Art and Design.

Preferred previous studies

A GCSE in Art or Graphic Communication would be useful
(although not essential); creative flair and an understanding of
composition are vital. Pupils must own a digital camera, memory
card and a universal card reader.
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Art & Design
Photography

ART AND DESIGN (ARTA1&2)

Coursework will cover one or more of
the following: portraiture, landscape,
still-life, documentary, photo-
journalism, experimental imagery,
photographic installation, video, film.

AS LEVEL

Component 1: Portfolio

No time limit

96 marks, 60% of AS

The emphasis of this component will
be on the development of
understanding and skills using an
appropriate range of materials,
processes and techniques. Students
should produce a collection of
materials that exemplifies work carried
out during the AS course. Each student
will include in their portfolio a selection
of work which will demonstrate their
ability to sustain work from an original
starting point. It will include critical and
contextual work, sketchbook work and
the development of outcomes in a
variety of forms.

Component 2: Externally set
assignment

Preparatory period + 10 hours of
supervised time

96 marks, 40% of AS

An externally set question paper will
provide students with a choice of 5
starting points. Students are required
to select one. Students will be
supplied with the question paper on 
1 February or as soon as possible
after that date. Following receipt of
the paper, students will develop their
preparatory work in any suitable
format. Following this period students
will complete 10 hours of unaided
supervised time to produce
outcomes.

A LEVEL

Component 1: Personal Investigation

No time limit

96 marks, 60% of A-level

Students will undertake a practical
investigation into an idea, theme,
issue or concept. This practical work
will be supported by written material.
The focus of the investigation will be
identified independently by the
student and will lead to a finished
outcome (a final piece of work). The
investigation will demonstrate the
ability of the student to develop a
cohesive line of argument whilst
evidencing their practical skill. A wide
range of techniques will be explored
using an appropriate range of
materials.

Component 2: Externally set
assignment

Preparatory period +15 hours of
supervised time

96 marks, 40% of A-level

Students will be provided with an
externally set question paper. The
question paper consists of a choice of
eight questions to be used as starting
points. Students are required to
choose one of these questions as the
focus for their investigations. The
question papers will be provided on 1
February or as soon as possible after
this date. Following the preparatory
period students will undertake 15
hours of unaided supervised time in
which they will develop an outcome
or a series of outcomes.



Biology

Preferred previous studies

Students should have gained a Grade B in GCSE Separate Science
Biology or a Grade A in GCSE Additional Science (Coordinated
Science). A grade B in Maths, due to the numeracy demand, and a
grade B in English, due to the extended writing aspects, are also
expected.  On very rare occasions students who do not meet these
criteria may be able to take the course after a recommendation from
their GCSE Biology teacher. 

COURSE CONTENT

GENERAL COMMENTS
The AQA AS and A level course
provides a coherent and thorough
understanding of Biology and its
relevance to areas like modern
medicine and gene technology. The
course is a very popular choice, with
some 170 students taking the subject
in year 12. 

Many Biology students from the
school go on to study Biology or
related courses at degree level. These
include applied courses such as
Medicine, Veterinary Science,
Physiotherapy, and Nursing; as well 
as pure Biological Sciences.
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AS LEVEL

Biological molecules

The structure and role of
carbohydrates, lipids and proteins;
DNA and RNA; ATP and water.

Cell Structure

Detailed features of animal, plant
and bacterial cells, and viruses; 
DNA replication and mitosis; how
molecules get across membranes;
the immune system and vaccination

Exchange and Transport

Gas exchange in mammals, insects
and fish; digestion in mammals; the
circulatory system, (heart, blood
vessels and haemoglobin); transport
of water and sugars in plants.

Genes and Variation

Genes and chromosomes, protein
synthesis and the effect of mutations.
Cell division by meiosis, genetic
diversity & classification and
biodiversity within communities.

Practical Skills

Students do regular practical work to
develop essential skills and
understanding. These include 6
compulsory tasks set by the exam
board, on the basis of which practical
and analytical skills are assessed as
part of the end of year written
exams.

Assessment

Two 1½ hour written exams at the
end of Year 12, which are each worth
50% of the AS qualification. Each
exam covers all specification content
and also assesses practical skills.

A LEVEL

Energy Transfers

Biochemistry of photosynthesis and
respiration; energy flow through
ecosystems and nutrient cycles.

Response and Control

Response to stimuli in animals and
plants including the nervous system
and control of heart rate in mammals.
Muscles and homeostasis in
mammals, including the control of
blood glucose and kidney function.

Genetics and Populations

Genetic crosses and population
genetics as well as evolution and
speciation. 

Factors affecting distribution of
organisms, succession and
conservation.

Control of Gene Expression

How gene expression is controlled;
cancer and DNA technology.

Practical Skills

As with the AS course, students will
do further practical activities to
include 6 compulsory tasks which will
be assessed as part of the end of
year written exams.

Assessment 

Three 2 hour written examinations at
the end of Year 13, Paper 1 assessing
the four AS topics, Paper 2 assessing
the further four A level topics and
Paper 3 assessing all eight topics and
practical skills.



Business 

AS LEVEL

Theme 1: Marketing and people 
50% - written paper
1 hour, 30 minutes

Students will develop an
understanding of: 

• Meeting customer needs 

• The market 

• Marketing mix and strategy  

• Managing people 

• Entrepreneurs and leaders. 

Theme 2: Managing business
activities 
50% - written paper 
1 hour, 30 minutes

Students will develop an
understanding of:

• Raising finance 

• Financial planning 

• Managing finance 

• Resource management 

• External influences.

A LEVEL

AS Qualification plus:

Theme 3: Business decisions and
strategy  

Develops the concepts introduced in
Theme 2.  Students will develop an
understanding of: 

• Business objectives and strategy 

• Business growth 

• Decision-making techniques 

• Influences on business decisions 

• Assessing competitiveness

• Managing change.

Theme 4: Global business  

Develops the concepts introduced in
Theme 1. Students will develop an
understanding of: 

• Globalisation 

• Global markets and business
expansion 

• Global marketing 

• Global industries and companies
(multinational companies).

Assessment

Paper 1: Marketing, people and
global business 
35% written paper - 2 hours 

Paper 2: Business activities, decisions
and strategy
35% written paper - 2 hours 

Paper 3: Investigating business in a
competitive environment 
30% written paper - 2 hours

Based on a pre released context
document on a particular industry or
market.

• Section 1: questions will focus on
the broad context provided e.g.
the industry or market. 

• Section 2: will focus on a
particular strand e.g. a particular
business

COURSE CONTENT

GENERAL COMMENTS

This qualification introduces students to
the world of business through building
knowledge of core concepts and
applying them to business contexts to
develop a broad understanding of how
businesses work.

Students are encouraged to use an
enquiring, critical and thoughtful
approach to the study of business,
understand that business behaviour can
be studied from a range of perspectives
and challenge assumptions.  

This course is aimed at those students
wishing to study business in an
academic context.

Preferred previous studies

Grade B or above in both GCSE English and Mathematics.  
GCSE Business not required but if taken at GCSE, a Grade C 
or above would be desirable. 
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Preferred previous studies

A grade C or above in English and Mathematics

Students must follow 4 core units
designed to give an introduction to
and understanding of:

1. The Business Environment

2. Management of Resources

3. Introduction to Marketing

4. Business Communication

Optional Units

Students will then take 8 options
from the following pathways

1. Accounting

2. Marketing

3. Human resources

4. Management

5. Law

6. Administration

7. Retail

8. Logistics

9. General

COURSE CONTENT

BTEC Level 3 Diploma  Awarding body Edexcel

Business
Double Award 

(equivalent to 2 GCE A Levels)
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GENERAL COMMENTS
BTECs are an established and highly
successful alternative to general
qualifications, suitable for a wide range
of learners. As work related
qualifications, they are designed to
accommodate the needs of employers
as well as allowing progression to
higher education.

BTECs provide a more practical, real
business world approach to learning
alongside a theoretical background,
giving learners the knowledge, skills
and understanding that they need to
prepare for employment or higher
education.

Students of Business need to be well
motivated and capable of organising
themselves and others. They need to
be able to take initiative and not be
afraid of hard work. They benefit from
the invaluable experience of local
businesses, with whom we have an
excellent relationship. As a result they
emerge from the course with an
understanding of how business works
in reality.

Students develop a range of
transferrable skills in numeracy, ICT,
and communication. All coursework is
word processed, using a variety of
word processing, presentation and
spreadsheet software.

Since the course is continually assessed
through coursework students are
continually building up a picture of how
they are performing. This helps them
plan their next move with a degree of
certainty.

Our students go onto a wide range of
courses at a wide range of universities
or into employment. 



“

“
AS COURSE

This course is taught alongside the
Advanced level course and consists
of five teaching units (Storylines).

The Elements of Life is a study of
elements and compounds in the
universe, the human body and in salt
deposits.

Developing Fuels is a study of fuels,
what they consist of, how energy
involved in their combustion is
measured and the contributions that
chemists make to the development
of better fuels.

Elements from the Sea is a study of
the extraction of halogens from
minerals in the sea, together with a
study of the properties and uses of
these elements and their
compounds.

The Ozone Story is a study of
important processes occurring in the
ozone layer of the atmosphere.

What’s in a Medicine? This is a study
of medicines such as aspirin, leading
to much functional group chemistry
and methods of analysis.

Assessment for AS Chemistry 
in May/June of Year 12

Foundations of Chemistry (50%) –
1½ hour written paper

Chemistry in Depth (50%) –
1½ hour written paper

A LEVEL COURSE

To gain an A-level in Chemistry the
five teaching units (Storylines) above
and those below need to be studied.

The Chemical Industry is a study of
how chemists use industrial processes
to benefit mankind.

Polymers and Life is a study of
condensation polymers, proteins and
enzymes. DNA and its use in
synthesising proteins.

The Oceans is a study of the role of
the oceans in dissolving substances
and maintaining pH.

Developing Metals is a study of the
reactions and properties of the
transition metals.

Colour by Design is a study of dyes
and dyeing and the use of chemistry
to provide colour to order.

Assessment for Advanced
Chemistry in May/June of Year 13

Fundamentals of Chemistry (41%) –
2¼ hour written paper

Scientific Literacy in Chemistry (37%)
– 2¼ hour written paper

Practical Skills in Chemistry (22%) –
1½ hour written paper

Practical endorsement in Chemistry –
Non-examination assessment,
internally assessed.

COURSE CONTENT

GENERAL COMMENTS
A qualification in Chemistry is one of the
most marketable around, opening doors
in the real world due to the skills it
develops. It shows that you have the
ability to analyse facts and interpret data
in both numerical and literal forms. As
such it is a qualification which is not only
essential for many science-based courses
such as Medicine, Veterinary Science,
Dentistry, Biosciences, Genetics,
Pharmacy, Biochemistry and
Environmental Sciences but also is a valid
entry qualification for courses such as
Law, Mathematics, Management and
Computing. A degree in Chemistry not
only allows you to follow a career
involving Chemistry but is a sought after
qualification for careers in finance,
business and patent law.

Chemistry is often seen as the ‘Central
Science’ supporting Physics and Biology.
However, it can also be taken as a lone
Science Advanced Level course.

Preferred Previous Studies

Students should have gained a Grade B in GCSE Separate Science
Chemistry or a Grade A in GCSE Additional Science (Co-ordinated
Science). On occasion students who do not meet these criteria may
be allowed on the course after a Year 11 Chemistry teacher’s
recommendation.

  GCE A Level  Awarding body OCR 

Chemistry
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Preferred previous studies

Grade B or above in a Science and Mathematics.  Students should
have an interest in computing though previous study of ICT or
Computing is not essential.

AS LEVEL

Paper 1: Fundamentals of
programming and data structures,
software development and the theory
of computation

This unit of work will test a student's
ability to program, as well as their
theoretical knowledge of computer
science from the fundamentals of
programming and data structures,
software development and the theory
of computation.

Students will be assessed by an 
On-screen exam 1 hour 30 minutes
long; this will make up 50% of the
total AS mark

Students answer a series of short
questions and write/adapt/extend
programs in an electronic answer
document provided by the
examination board. This will be based
on pre-released preliminary material,
a skeleton program and test data.

Paper 2: Data representation,
computer systems and architecture,
consequences of uses of computing,
communication and networking.

This is a theory based unit which
focuses on the hardware and
software aspects of computing and
the social and economic
consequences of computing. This
part of the course includes data
representation, communication and
networking.

Assessment is by a written exam of
short-answer and extended-answer
questions. The exam is 1 hour 30
minutes long and makes up 50% of
the total AS mark

A LEVEL

The specification is made up of three
units.

Unit 1: The fundamentals of problem
solving, programming, data
representation and a practical
exercise

This is a practical, on-screen,
examination which allows students to

demonstrate their knowledge of the
fundamental principles of the subject,
focusing on programming.
Assessment is through a problem-
solving scenario using pre-release
material.

This is assessed through a practical 
2½ hour on-screen exam accounting
for 40% of the A Level mark.

Prior to the examination students
receive a skeleton program and some
test data.  Students must develop the
program and use the test data to
answer short questions in the
examination.

Unit 2: Hardware, software, problem
solving, databases and networking

This unit focuses on the hardware and
software aspects of computing and
the social and economic
consequences of computing. This
part of the course includes data
representation, communication and
networking, encryption, the internet,
web based technologies and various
other areas of modern computing. 

This is assessed through a written 2½
hour examination composed of short
answer and extended answer
questions accounting for 40 % of the
A Level mark.

Unit 3: Non exam assessment –
Investigating and solving a practical
problem

This unit of work assesses the
students’ ability to use the
knowledge and skills gained through
the course to solve or investigate a
practical problem. Students will be
expected to follow a systematic
approach to problem solving and
write and document a program to
produce a solution to the problem

20% of A Level – Coursework with
the majority of the marks awarded for
the student’s coded solution.

COURSE CONTENT

GENERAL COMMENTS

The computer science courses offered are
designed to:

• Allow students to demonstrate
knowledge of the fundamental principles
of computing

• Develop problem-solving abilities in a
computing context using an algorithmic
approach

• Demonstrate a knowledge of
programming through a problem solving
scenario

• Develop an understanding of the
hardware and software aspects of
Computing.

This course has been designed for students
who wish to go on to higher education
courses or employment where knowledge
of computing would be beneficial.
Students who study computing go on to
careers in medicine, law, business, politics
or any type of science. 

Computers figure in all our lives: in science,
technology, manufacturing, research,
medicine.  You name it and computing
influences and affects it.

This course is not about learning to use
tools or just training in a programming
language. Instead the emphasis is on
computational thinking.  The study of
computation is about what can be
computed and how to compute it.
Computer Science involves questions that
have the potential to change how we view
the world. For example, we may be
computing with DNA at some stage in the
future, with computer circuits made of
genes. This leads to the question, does the
natural world ‘compute’?
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Preferred previous studies
The course is designed for students from any dance background who
wish to study Dance in depth. Performance and composition are a
crucial part of the course, so students must have some experience
and competence in this area. Strong analytical/writing skills are
required. Students will have GCSE English at grade B or above and
ideally GCSE Dance.

COURSE CONTENT

A Level Dance provides students with
lots of opportunity for dance
performance and choreography whilst
gaining a deep understanding of the
diverse dynamic heritage of dance. It is
crucial that you can work effectively as
part of a team to develop your
imagination and creativity without
restraints! It is also vital that you have a
critical eye, are committed to rehearsals,
enthusiastic to create and confident
when performing.

To enhance dance technique and
analysis, students take part in
workshops delivered by visiting artists
who appear in musicals and well known
members of dance companies such as
Northern Ballet Theatre, Adventures in
Motion Picture and Rambert. Regular
theatre trips and observation of
company rehearsals are an important
part of the extra-curricular programme.

Dance complements any Arts degree
and is an ideal subject for anyone
considering a career in performing arts,
primary or secondary teaching,
community dance leadership and
physiotherapy.

Many of our A Level students have
gone on to study Dance and
Performing Arts in Higher Education.
We have a sound reputation for
preparing students to gain places and
go on to study at conservatoires and
prestigious institutions such as Laine
Theatre Arts, Arts Educational,
Mountview, Trinity Laban, Northern
School of Contemporary Dance, LIPA,
GSA and SLP. 

GCE A Level  Awarding body AQA

Dance

GENERAL COMMENTS

OVERALL AIMS

To create imaginative dances with an
understanding of current practice,
whilst drawing on the conventions
and traditions of the past.

To perform and interpret dance
ideas through solo performance and
with other dancers, demonstrating
an understanding of appropriate
technical and expressive skills, of
sensitivity and awareness within
group performance, and of safe
practice.

To communicate clearly, through
writing, the knowledge,
understanding and insight
appropriate to Dance study.

To show detailed knowledge and
understanding of choreographic and
performance processes, analyse
specific dance works, and compare
professional dance works within their
wider context.

AS COURSE

Unit 1: Understanding Dance

Structured essay questions focusing
on training and performance and on
the student’s knowledge of
professional dance works.

Unit 2: Choreography and
Performance

Solo choreography and performance
based on specific tasks from which
the student selects one.
Performance in a duo or trio in a
dance choreographed by the centre.

A2 COURSE

Unit 3: Content and Context

Essay questions in two sections, one
on modern dance and one on a set
work.

Unit 4: Group Choreography and
Performance

Group choreography based on
specific tasks from which the student
selects one. Students do not
perform in their own choreography. 

Solo performance in a piece created
by subject teachers in the style of a
specific dance practitioner (e.g.
Gene Kelly and Alvin Ailey).



Preferred previous studies

It is strongly advised that students intending to study this course
should have previously studied GCSE Technology Textiles and
achieved a grade B or above.

AS COURSE

At AS Level, students have the
opportunity to study and work with a
wide variety of fabrics and
components used in the design and
making of textile products. Students
work in both two and three-
dimensional forms. They gain an
understanding of industrial and
commercial practices within the area
of design and manufacture. 

Unit 1: Materials, Components and
Application

Topic list:

• Source and classification of the
main fibre groups

• Yarn types and properties and the
blending and mixing of fibres

• Fabric manufacture: woven,
knitted, non-wovens and smart
materials created to provide
specific properties

• Fabric finishes and surface
decoration

• Product components

• Industrial and commercial practice,
manufacturing systems, ICT
application, pattern drafting,
product manufacture and
environmental concerns

• Development of design, design in
practice, communication methods
and design in the human context. 

Assessment: 2 hour written
examination, 50% of total AS mark
(25% of A Level). The paper is based
primarily on materials and
components. It tests students’
understanding of the connections
between the different elements of
the subject and their holistic
understanding of the subject.

Unit 2: Coursework – Learning
Through Designing and Making

Students produce a written (or
electronic) design folder including a
Candidate Record Form and
manufactured outcome(s).

The design folder is in a portfolio
format and includes a range of
design and make tasks – fashion,
furnishings, accessories etc.

Assessment: Coursework,
approximately 50 hours, 50% of the
total AS mark (25% of A Level).

A2 COURSE

The A2 specification offers students
the opportunity to further develop
their knowledge and practical skills
from AS. They continue to design
and manufacture exciting textile
products alongside an understanding
of the processes and procedures of
commercial textile manufacture.

Unit 3: Design and Manufacture

Topic list:

• Testing and comparing the relative
merits of fabrics in relation to their
intended use

• Manipulating and combining
fabrics

• Major developments in textiles
technology

• Product life cycle and fashion
cycles

• Design in the human context. 

• Industrial and commercial practice,
fabric manufacture and product
manufacture

Assessment: 2 hour written exam,
25% of total A Level mark.

Unit 4: Coursework – Designing
and Making Practice

Students produce a written (or
electronic) design folder including a
detailed Candidate Record Form.
They submit evidence of a single,
substantial designing and making
activity resulting in a creative and
original manufactured outcome.

Assessment: Coursework,
approximately 60 hours, 25% of the
total A Level mark.

COURSE CONTENT

GENERAL COMMENTS

This course encourages independent
learning, creativity and innovation. It
provides wide opportunities to
develop your capacity to design and
make textile products, ranging from
fashion to industrial uses of textiles,
and from creative individual work to
commercial practice.

Students develop skills in pattern
drafting, the use of CNC embroidery,
digital printing and laser cut fabrics.
They also have the opportunity to
apply other areas of study, such as
Chemistry, in a practical context.

This A Level offers a clear progression
route to courses such as an HND or
degree in Fashion Design, Fashion
Marketing, Costume Design, Textiles
Technology, Surface Fabric Design,
Knitwear Design, and Product
Construction.

Past students have been highly
successful in their chosen courses – 
in recent years some have been
nominated for awards at Graduate
Fashion Week, with one winning the
Fashion Innovation Award in 2009.
This student has now completed her
MA in Women’s Fashion at the Royal
College of Art and is currently
working at Lanvin in Paris.
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AS COURSE

Unit 1: Materials, Components &
Commercial Processing and Design
Environment & Ergonomics

Topic List

• Developing and understanding of
the physical and mechanical
properties in a broad range of
materials and components.

• The broader issues for the designer
including the environmental
sustainability of products and their
manufacture.

• Methods in which materials and
components can be manipulated to
manufacture products.

• Health and Safety issues relevant to
working with materials.

• Computer aided design (CAD) and
computer aided manufacture (CAM).

• Ergonomics and anthropometrics,
inclusive design, and consumer
safety.

• The life cycle of products including
manufacture, use and functional
aspects and final disposal.

Assessment: Written Exam 2 hours
(80 marks) - 50% of total AS 

This paper is based primarily on
materials and components and
consists of 3 sections:

Section 1 - contains compulsory
limited response questions.

Section 2 - offers a choice of one
question from two.

Section 3 - contains one compulsory
question.

Unit 2: Coursework 

Assessment: You will be given a
design brief and be expected to
design and make a working product -
approximately 50 hours (80 marks) -
50% of total AS.

A2 COURSE

Unit 3: Design and Manufacture,
Market Influences and
Manufacturing Processes

Topic List

• Classifying materials and identifying,
testing and comparing their
application to product manufacture.

• The implications of Health and Safety
as an element of design activity.

• Examination of alternative designs
and redesigning existing products.

• Use of natural resources, materials
utilisation, conservation, waste
disposal/management, pollution,
recycling.

• Appreciation and understanding of
the use of CAM for industrial
production.

• Moral, economic, social and
environmental responsibilities of the
designer.

• Planning production procedures
and methods.

Assessment: Written Exam 2 hours
(84 marks) - 50% of total A2 mark.

Primarily based on design and
manufacturing issues.  The paper has 2
sections and students have to attempt
one question from three in each section,
plus a final question from either section.

Unit 4: Coursework

In this unit you will be expected to
create your own design brief and to
produce a high quality working
product. Your work will be presented in
the form of a design portfolio including;
research, design ideas, design
development, modelling,
manufacturing, testing and evaluation.
This unit is similar to unit 2, but the
standard of the work is expected to be
considerably higher. Assessment:
Coursework approximately 60 hours 
(85 marks) - 50% of total A2 marks

• Written design folder

• Students submit evidence of a
single, substantial designing and
making activity.

COURSE CONTENT
The syllabus content is divided into four units:

GENERAL COMMENTS

This specification provides a progression
route from GCSE studies in Product
Design, Electronic Products, Engineering
and Resistant Materials.

The course offers the facility to follow a
broad based Product Design course or
to specialise in one of the disciplines,
stimulating independent learning,
creativity and innovation.

It can provide students with the
opportunity to apply other areas of study
e.g. Physics in a practical context.

It offers a clear progression route to
those students wishing to follow an
HND or degree path in Engineering,
Interior Design, Product Design etc.

More and more universities are offering
Product Design courses.

Preferred previous studies

Students are required to have studied a GCSE Design &
Technology subject to grade B or above.

GCE A Level  Awarding body AQA
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AS COURSE

Unit 1: Live Theatre Production Seen
and Prescribed Play 

1½ hour written paper  

Section A: Response to live theatre

Section B: Study of one set play from the
viewpoint of actor/director/designer

Unit 2: Presentation of an Extract
from a play – Practical

Practical Assessment 

Presentation of an extract from a play
– exploring the methods of a
nominated theatrical practitioner.  The
assessment includes preparatory and
development work and supporting
notes.

A2 COURSE

Unit 3: Further Prescribed Plays
including Pre-Twentieth Century 

2 hour written paper 

Section A: Study of a pre-20th century
play from the viewpoint of 
actor/director/designer.

Section B: Study of 20th century play
requiring suggestions for a complete
stage realisation of a short extract
printed in the paper.

Unit 4: Presentation of Devised
Drama – Practical

Practical Assessment  

Devised Drama exploring a selected
theatrical style. The assessment
includes preparatory and
development work and supporting
notes.

COURSE CONTENT
GENERAL COMMENTS

This course develops and deepens a
student’s understanding and enjoyment
of theatre. Students will experience a
wide range of theatre and performance
styles, both as audience member and
participant. It is important to have
commitment, enthusiasm and confidence
in front of an audience.

A Level Drama and Theatre Studies
complements any Arts degree and is an
ideal subject for anyone considering a
career in the performing arts industry, the
media and public relations or any field of
work requiring people skills. The course
involves the development of practical
skills alongside the acquisition and
exposition of academic knowledge.
Through the subject students can
demonstrate many of the important skills
sought after by universities and identified
by the Confederation of British Industry
(CBI) as key employability skills, such as
self-management and self-awareness;
collaboration and respect for others;
problem-solving and analysis; and
communication and literacy.

Past students have gone on to become
solicitors, journalists, teachers, event
managers, TV directors, screenwriters,
film operators, costume and set
designers and actors, to name only a few.
There is an impressive range of
universities that offer courses either
specific to, or related to Drama and
Theatre Studies.

Extra curricular opportunities for Year 12
and 13 Drama and Theatre Studies
students include:

• a community theatre project touring
local primary schools with a production
and   interactive workshop

• the Sixth Form-run Bedlam Theatre
Company, with performance
opportunities throughout the year

• main school productions – on stage or
behind the scenes

• assisting with the running of the lower
school drama clubs

• in-class support within lower school
drama lessons

• an extensive range of theatre visits

Preferred previous studies

Drama GCSE will provide a firm basis for Theatre Studies at A
Level.  However, whilst it is useful, it is not essential to have Drama
experience.  Enthusiasm and a love of theatre are the most
important qualities.

Grade B or above in English Language or Literature is required.

GCE A Level  Awarding body AQA

Drama & 
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Preferred previous studies

A good standard of English Language and Maths is required
(grade B at GCSE is preferred in both subjects). Some study of
Business is helpful, but not essential. A genuine interest in current
affairs will be useful.

AS LEVEL

Microeconomics 

• The reasons for individuals,
organisations and societies having
to make choices. 

• Competitive markets and how they
work. 

• Market failure and Government
intervention.

Assessment: External examination 
1½ hours (multiple choice, data
response, one essay from a choice of
two)

Macroeconomics  

• Aggregate Demand and Aggregate
Supply and their interaction.  

• Government economic policy
objectives and indicators of national
economic performance.

Assessment: External examination 
1½ hours (multiple choice, data
response, one essay from a choice of
two)

A LEVEL

Microeconomics  

• Labour markets

• Competition and power

Assessment: External examination 
2 hours (data response, two essays
from a choice of four)

Macroeconomics  

• The global context

• The financial section

Assessment: External examination 2
hours (data response, two essays from
a choice of four)

Themes in Economics

Builds on the components of the
Microeconomics and Macroeconomic
courses, in a real world context
(unseen)

Assessment: External examination 2
hours (multiple choice, data response)

COURSE CONTENT

GENERAL COMMENTS
What is Economics? Will I be a good
economist? If economists know what
they are talking about then why are
there so many problems out there?
Questions, questions, questions!

Economics is a broad subject made up of
what is referred to as ‘Microeconomics’
and ‘Macroeconomics’

Microeconomics is the branch of
economics concerned with the study of
the behaviour of consumers and firms.
Microeconomic analysis investigates
how scarce economic resources are
allocated between alternative ends.

Macroeconomics on the other hand
looks at how the economy as a whole
‘works’. It seeks to identify the main
influences upon the levels of national
income and output, employment and
prices.

Students of Economics find that it
opens up a whole new world for them.
They are able to understand the
environment in which they live in a new
light and can start to grasp the essential
elements of the major issues of our
time:  

• Why was the last recession deeper
than previous recessions, and why did
it end?

• Why is the UK reconsidering its
membership of the EU?

• How should we trade with less
developed countries in order to
encourage their development?

• Why do we need to pay for our own
university degrees?

• Why is Britain no longer the
‘workshop of the world?’

Our students go on to study a wide
range of degrees in Economics/Business
and many other areas.  Some go directly
into Internships but the vast majority
continue their formal education.
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GENERAL COMMENTS

The course builds on the GCSE skills of
language analysis. A-level English
Language offers opportunities for
students to develop their subject
expertise by engaging creatively and
critically with a wide range of texts and
discourses. Students will create texts
and reflect critically on their own
processes of production, while
analysing the texts produced by others.
There is also scope for students to
pursue their own independent lines of
enquiry and topics for writing, with
support from their teachers, in the non-
exam assessment.

The topics and titles of the subject
content include 'Language, the
Individual and Society' focusing on
individual and immediate social
contexts for language, and 'Language
Diversity and Change' working
outwards to consider larger-scale public
discourses about change and variety,
drawing on regional, ethnic, national
and global forms of English. Students
will also study how children acquire
language. 

English Language is viewed as a
versatile and valuable course by
universities and employers.  Common
goals for students are Higher Education
courses in English, Drama, Arts, Social
Sciences, Media and Education.  In
addition, students also gain the
opportunity to go on trips, including a
creative writing week with professional
writers in Wales.

Preferred previous studies

Grade B or above in English Language and English Literature or
Media Studies at GCSE. 

GCE A Level  Awarding body AQA

English Language

24

COURSE CONTENT

AS LEVEL

Paper 1: Language and the
Individual 

1½ hour exam.  50% of AS level. 

Students answer three questions
based on two linked texts.  Students
will be analysing and comparing how
language is shaped for purpose,
audience, genre, form and context. 

Paper 2:  Language Varieties 

1 ½ hour exam. 50% of AS Level. 

Section A – Language Diversity 

Students complete an essay on
language diversity, with a choice of
two questions.  ‘Language Diversities’
include accent, dialect and also the
effect of gender, age, social class,
ethnicity, sexuality, disability and
occupation on language choice.

Section B – Language Discourse 

Students complete a directed writing
task on attitudes to language.

A LEVEL

Paper 1: Language, the individual
and society 

2 ½ hour exam. 40% of A Level. 

Section A – Textual Variations and
Representations

Students answer three questions
based on two linked texts.  Students
will be analysing and comparing how
language is shaped for purpose,
audience, genre, form and context. 

Section B – Children's Language
Development

Students complete a discursive essay
on children’s language development,
with a choice of two questions. This
includes how children learn to speak,
read and write.  

Paper 2:  Language Diversity and
Change 

2 ½ hour exam. 40% of AS Level. 

Section A – Diversity and Change

Students choose one question from a
choice of two: Either an evaluative
essay on language diversity Or an
evaluative essay on language change.
‘Language Diversities’ include accent,
dialect and also the effect of gender,
age, social class, ethnicity, sexuality,
disability and occupation on language
choice. 

Section B – Language Discourses

Students analyse two texts about a
topic linked to the study of diversity
and change. They analyse how the
texts use language to present ideas,
attitudes and opinions. They also
complete a directed writing task
linked to the same topic and the ideas
in the texts.

Non-exam assessment: Language in
Action

20% of A Level

Students choose one aspect of
language to investigate. They submit
a 2000 word investigation and also a
piece of original writing based on the
topic of their investigation. The
original writing must be accompanied
by a commentary exploring the
language choices the students have
made in their own writing. 
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Preferred previous studies

Grade B or above in both English Language and English Literature
or Media Studies at GCSE.  

COURSE CONTENT

GCE A Level  Awarding body AQA

English Literature

AS LEVEL

Paper 1: – Literary Genres: Drama
(Aspects of Tragedy or Comedy)

1½ hour exam.  50% of AS level.
Closed book. 

Section A – Shakespeare

Answer one question based on
Othello, King Lear, Taming of the
Shrew or Twelfth Night to show your
understanding of the text within its
genre.

Section B – Drama

Answer another question on either
She Stoops To Conquer, The
Importance of Being Earnest,
Educating Rita, Richard II, Death of a
Salesman or A Streetcar Named
Desire.

Paper 2: – Literary Genres: Prose
and Poetry (Aspects of Tragedy or
Comedy)

1 Hour 30 minutes exam 50% of AS
Level Open book.

Section A – Poetry

Answer one question on Keats,
Chaucer or on another poem from
the anthology

Section B – Prose

Answer one question on either
Gatsby, Tess of the D’Urbervilles,
Emma or Small Island

A LEVEL

Paper 1: Literary Genres 

2 hours 30 minutes exam 40% of A
Level. Closed book.

Section A – One passage-based
question on either Othello, Lear, The
Taming of The Shrew or Twelfth Night

Section B One essay-based question
of the same Shakespeare text

Section C One essay question linking
two texts such as: She Stoops To
Conquer, The Importance of Being
Earnest, Richard II, Death of a
Salesman, Keats’ poetry, Chaucer
poetry or Anthology poetry.

Paper 2: Texts and Genres

3 hours, 40% of A level, Open book.

Answer 3 questions based on either
the Crime Genre or the Political
Genre

Section A – Answer one question on
an unseen passage

Section B – Answer one question on
a set text such as: Crabbe &
Browning, The Rime of The Ancient
Mariner, Atonement, When will there
be good news, Oliver Twist, The
Murder of Roger Ackroyd, Brighton
Rock, Harrison, Blake, The
Handmaid’s Tale, Hard Times, Henry
IV Part 1, A Doll’s House, Hamlet,
Harvest or The Kite Runner.

Section C – Answer one question
linking two of the remaining texts you
have studied.

Non-exam assessment: Making
Connections

20% of A Level

Complete 2 essays of around 1300
words to be assessed by your class
teacher. One should respond to a
poetry text and one to a prose text.
One submission can be a re-creative
response.

GENERAL COMMENTS
The course builds on the GCSE skills of
responding to a range of literary texts,
seeking to broaden and deepen
students’ understanding of the writer’s
art and of the interpretation of texts
and their times.  This is a demanding
and enjoyable course, requiring
students to think independently about
their reading and to present convincing
and well-supported opinions.
Additionally, the course develops
understanding of human and social
concepts as well as the analysis of the
ways in which these are expressed.  

English Literature is viewed as a
versatile and valuable course by
universities and employers.  Common
goals for students are Higher
Education courses in English, Drama,
Arts, Social Sciences, Media and
Education, but many students have
also found English Literature a
rewarding subject to place alongside
Science options.

In addition, English Literature students
often gain the opportunity to go on
theatre trips to London, Stratford, West
Yorkshire Playhouse or York and to
partake in creative writing events such
as writing days in historical places and
the creative writing week with
professional writers in Wales.
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COURSE CONTENT

GENERAL COMMENTS

The study of English Language and
Literature encourages students to
develop their interest in both language
and literature as interconnecting and
mutually supportive disciplines.
Students explore the relationship of
language and literature through critical
reading of and response to both literary
and non-literary texts as well as writing
for a variety of audiences and purposes. 

Common goals for students are Higher
Education courses in Linguistics, Arts,
Social Sciences, Media and Business,
but many Science students have also
found English Language and Literature
a rewarding and successful option.

Students who study A Level Language
and Literature often get the
opportunity to go on theatre visits to
Stratford, London, West Yorkshire
Playhouse and York.

Preferred previous studies

Grade B or above in both English Language and English Literature
or Media Studies at GCSE.

GCE A Level  Awarding body AQA

English Language 
& Literature

AS LEVEL

Paper 1: Views and Voices  

1½ hour exam.  50% of AS level.  

Imagined Worlds: one question on a
prose text focusing on point of view
and genre e.g Frankenstein, Dracula,
The Handmaid’s Tale or The Lovely
Bones. Closed book.

Poetic Voices: one question on poetry
set text focusing on poetic voice e.g
John Donne, Robert Browning, Carol
Ann Duffy or Seamus Heaney. Closed
book.

Paper 2: People and Places  

1 Hour 30 minutes exam 50% of AS
Level

One question on the AQA Anthology:
Paris focusing on the representation
of place. Closed book.

One piece of re-creative writing
(using an extract provided from the
Anthology) and a commentary.  This
assesses adapting and shaping
original material and evaluating your
own writing through language
analysis. Closed book.

A LEVEL

Paper 1: Telling Stories 

3 hour exam 40% of A Level.

Remembered Places: one question on
the AQA Anthology: Paris

Imagined Worlds: One question from
a choice of two on a prose set text
(open book) e.g Frankenstein,
Dracula, The Handmaid’s Tale or The
Lovely Bones.

Poetic Voices: One question from a
choice of two on poetry set text
(open book) e.g John Donne, Robert
Browning, Carol Ann Duffy or Seamus
Heaney.

Paper 2: Exploring Conflict

2 hours 30 minutes exam 40% of A
Level

Writing about Society: one piece of
re-creative writing using set text and
a commentary (open book) e.g Into
the Wild, The Suspicions of Mr
Whicher or The Murder at Road Hill
House, The Great Gatsby or The Kite
Runner. 

Dramatic Encounters: One question
from a choice of two on drama set
text (open book) e.g Othello, All My
Sons, A Streetcar Named Desire or
The Herd.

Non-exam assessment: 
Making Connections

20% of A Level

An investigation that explores a
specific technique or theme in both
literary and non-literary discourse
(2,500-3,000 words).



Preferred previous studies

GCSE Food Technology grade B or above or any other Food
Studies based course and equivalent grade.

AS COURSE

Unit 1: Materials and Components
Design and Market Influences
Processes and Manufacture

50% of total AS marks, 25% of total
A Level marks

(2 hour written exam)

In this unit students develop an
understanding of a wide range of
ingredients and food components.
They explore the relationship
between food and the consumer as
well as detailed aspects of product
development.  Areas of study are
largely practical and skill based and
include: nutrition, dietary needs of
different groups, consumer demands
and market trends and food safety
and hygiene. 

Unit 2: Learning Through Designing
and Making 

50% of total AS marks, 25% of total
A Level marks

(Coursework portfolio or a single
project)

This takes the form of a portfolio of
work, or a single project focusing on
various aspects of product
development and the manufacturing
process.  Through this unit students
will develop an understanding of the
broader perspectives of the food
industry and the current market
situation as well as demonstrating a
broad range of complex making skills
and techniques.

A2 COURSE

Unit 3: Design and Manufacture

25% of total A Level marks

(2 hour written exam)

This unit is an extension of Unit 1,
with greater emphasis on food
science.  The context is common
food materials, such as fats, proteins
and carbohydrates and how their
properties shape contemporary
product development.  At A2
students investigate many of the
“new” products on the market as
well as innovative ingredients and
technologies.  They gain an in-depth
and practical appreciation of all
aspects of food, with particular focus
on manufacturing issues.

Unit 4: Design and Making Practice

25% of total A Level marks

(Coursework project)

In this element students apply a
broad range of AS and A2 subject
knowledge.  The result is a single
project demonstrating thoroughness,
creativity and an awareness of
current food issues.  Students go
through all the vital stages of product
development to design and make an
individual end product that meets a
real and independently identified
need.

COURSE CONTENT
The subject content is presented in two sections at both AS and A2. The
sections are taught in an integrated and holistic way.

GENERAL COMMENTS

The course enables students to:

• Develop higher level food skills.

• Understand the scientific principles
underlying the processing of
ingredients.

• Work creatively with food to
produce sophisticated outcomes.

• Study the complex interaction of
new product development and
consumer behaviour.

• Apply knowledge from other areas
of study e.g. Biology, Chemistry
and Business Studies.

• Gain an insight into nutrition and
the relationship between diet and
health.

The food industry is one of the largest
employers in the country; there is an
ever increasing range of degree and
other Higher Education and Further
Education courses in direct response
to the industry’s demand for well
qualified and enthusiastic Food
Scientists, Technologists and Product
Developers.

GCE A Level  Awarding body AQA

Food Technology
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COURSE CONTENT
GENERAL COMMENTS

Why study French?

What do these famous people all have in
common?

Eddie Izzard, Queen Elizabeth II, Mick
Jagger, Kylie Minogue, Tony Blair, Lance
Armstrong, J K Rowling, Tina Turner,
Sting, Johnny Depp, Jarvis Cocker – and
hundreds of other “cool” people.  Yes,
they all speak French fluently!  There are
113 million people who use French all
the time and another 61 million who can
use it, not to mention 100 million people
who are learning French!

As our nearest neighbour in Europe,
France has always been a popular
holiday destination for Brits, but is
increasingly home to British people
buying property there and enjoying a
variety of employment opportunities in a
more relaxed lifestyle.

As a specialist ancillary skill, French
combines well with any subject and
opens doors to a wide choice of career
paths.

Lessons offer a variety of activities
including individual and group work,
video and audio recordings, and using
internet resources – all with the aim of
getting students to use French as much
as possible.  Opportunities exist to
access videos, DVDs, CD ROMs, books
and magazines for personal study and
students are expected to take an
interest in all aspects of French language
and culture.

The department actively encourages the
use of ICT to provide students with a
“door” to French speaking cultures.
Students are strongly encouraged to
take part in the two week European
Work Experience programme, which
combines an exchange visit with a work
placement in France.

Students will be well-prepared to use
French for practical communication and
to continue their studies in higher
education.  At university French may be
combined with another language, a host
of other subjects or studied on its own.
Many courses feature a year working or
studying in a French speaking country.

Preferred previous studies

GCSE in French at grade B or above (grade A is preferred).
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GCE A Level  Awarding body AQA

French

The syllabus extends naturally the
skills developed at GCSE, but with
more emphasis on grammar.  Topics
studied are similar to those touched
on at GCSE but are studied in more
depth, moving on from the student’s
own cosy world to the wider world of
bigger issues and events.  Equal
weight is given to the skills of
listening, reading, speaking and
writing which are used to explore
and discover contemporary culture
and society in a wide range of topics.
From French cinema to
environmental problems, from
teenage stress to animal rights, from
racism to cloning – no topic is out of
bounds.

AS COURSE

Course topics include: Media (tv,
advertising, social networking);
Culture (cinema, music, fashion);
Health (sport, diet, holidays); Families
(family, friends, marriage)

Assessment: Examination

2 hour listening, reading and writing
paper. This builds on your
comprehension skills developed at

GCSE. In the listening section you
work at a computer terminal – you
can pause and rewind the tracks as
many times as you want to! A new
skill for AS level is writing a short
essay in the language. 15 minute
speaking test – Students will draw
heavily on their time spent with the
language assistants and their
experiences on the trips abroad in
the speaking test.

A2 COURSE

Course topics include: Environment
(pollution, energy, protecting the
planet); Multicultural society
(immigration, integration, racism);
Social Issues (Wealth and poverty,
law and order, science). Two cultural
topics are also studied from a film, a
novel, a historical period and a
region.

Assessment: Examination

2½ hour listening, reading and
writing paper. A new skill at this level
is translation into a foreign language
and from a foreign language. 15
minute speaking test based mainly
on the cultural topic.
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Preferred previous studies

Grade B or above in Geography is required, and a B grade in
English is recommended.  On occasion students who do not meet
these criteria may be allowed on the course after a Year 11
Geography teacher’s recommendation.

COURSE CONTENT

GENERAL COMMENTS

GCE A Level  Awarding body Edexcel

Geography

Geography is considered one of the
‘facilitating’ subjects by the Russell
Group of universities.  These subjects
help students who are unsure of their
future direction to keep open a wide
range of university courses.

Geography combines well with almost
all other AS and A2 subjects.  Taken
with sciences like Mathematics,
Physics, Chemistry and Biology,
Geography supports applications for
almost any science-based university
course like Engineering, Psychology,
Environmental Sciences,
Oceanography and Geology; taken
with humanities like English, French,
History or Economics, Geography
supports an equally wide range of
university courses such as Law,
Business, Media, Politics and
Philosophy. 

You will benefit from having an
interest in the world around you, be it
a curiosity about how a landscape has
formed, or an interest in how a
community might be affected by
migration.  You need to be prepared
to leave the classroom and see for
yourself what is going on!  As well as
covering AS and A2 Level study of
Geography, this course will enable
you to develop transferable
geographical skills and many of the
Key Skills which will be essential to
you whatever you go on to do
afterwards.

AS COURSE

Unit 1:Global Challenges 

There are two compulsory topics for
this unit: ‘World at risk’ and ‘Going
Global’.

Assessment: 1½ hour exam
comprising of three sections and
Resource Booklet.  

Questions will consist of data
response, short answers and longer
guided essay questions. 60% of the
AS marks, 30% of A Level.

Unit 2: Geographical Investigations 

Two topics are studied: Physical Topic:
Crowded Coasts; Human Topic:
Rebranding Places.  Questions require
longer responses designed to include
data response, investigation skills and
related impacts/management issues.
Students will be expected to use the
Resource Booklet, their own ideas,
relevant fieldwork and research
which they have carried out.  There
will be  3 days of residential fieldwork
based along the East Coast around
the Unit 2 topics.  

Assessment: 1¼ hour exam
including examination paper
comprising two sections and
Resource Booklet.  40% of the AS
marks, 20% of A Level.

A2 COURSE

Unit 3: Contested Planet 

There are six compulsory topics:
Topic 1 – Energy security; Topic 2 –
Water conflicts; Topic 3 – Biodiversity
Under Threat; Topic 4 – Superpower
Geographies; Topic 5 – Bridging the
Development Gap; Topic 6 – The
Technological Fix?  Questions will
consist of short essay questions, one
of which will make use of the pre-
released synoptic materials.

Assessment: 2½ hour exam
comprising two sections and Resource
Booklet including synoptic resources.
The synoptic resources will be pre-
released to students as Advance
Information only eight weeks before
the exam.  60% of the A2 marks (30%
of the A Level marks)

Unit 4: Geographical Research 

One research topic: 'Tectonic Activity
and Hazards' or 'Life on the Margins:
the food supply problem'.  The first
topic explores the causes, effects and
human responses to volcanoes,
earthquakes and tsunamis.  The
second topic investigates the
growing issue of global food supply
and security, and how effective
management can help sustain life at
the margins.

Assessment: 1½ hour exam.
Research focus material pre-released
to students as Advance Information
eight weeks before the exam. 40% of
the A2 marks (20% of the A Level
marks).
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AS COURSE

Unit 1: Foundation Geology   

This deals with the structure of the
Earth, the energy within it, the
resulting geological processes and
the time scale and dating of the
geological record.

Assessment: Examination

Unit 2: Investigative Geology 

Students use geological maps and
specimens to solve problems. They
take part in a two-day residential
fieldwork project in February of Year
12 to investigate the geology of the
Ingleton area. This also incorporates
a visit to a commercial cave and
quarry.

Assessment: Practical examination

Unit 3: Geology and the Human
Environment 

The relevance of Geology to human
lives is considered, including the
study of natural hazards and the
management of waste. Provision of
clean water and the importance of
Geology in Civil Engineering are also
looked at.

Assessment: Examination

A2 COURSE

Unit 4: Interpreting the Geological
Record

In this unit, rock forming and
deformation processes are looked at.
Students study the evidence of
global climate change in the fossil
record and geological maps are
interpreted.

Assessment: Examination

Unit 5: Geological Themes 

Two themes are studied in this unit.  

In Quaternary Geology, students look
at the most recent geological period
in terms of environmental and
climatic change in Britain.

In Geology of the Lithosphere,
students study the structure of and
processes taking place in the
outermost shell of the Earth.

Assessment: Examination

Unit 6: Internally Assessed
Geological Investigations

Based on residential fieldwork and
laboratory work.

The fieldwork is a four-day residential
in Northumberland held in July of
Year 12.

Please note: field trips are an
integral part of the course and are
not to be viewed as optional. 

COURSE CONTENT

GENERAL COMMENTS

Geology brings together aspects of
Science and Geography in a unique
combination to help you interpret the
natural processes of the past billion
years using the clues that are available
in the present. It is a very practical
subject that can readily be applied to
your environment. Geology
complements a wide range of subjects
but links particularly well with
Geography and the Sciences. It
provides an opening to a wide range of
careers, for example surveying, civil
engineering, water engineering, mining
and waste management. Many
geologists have the opportunity to
travel widely with their career.

Why not try a new and fascinating
subject that makes use of many of the
skills you’ve learnt at GCSE?

Preferred previous studies

Students need to have achieved a grade B or above in GCSE
English Language, Mathematics and Sciences. The study of GCSE
Geography is desirable but not essential.

GCE A Level  Awarding body WJEC

Geology
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Preferred previous studies

GCSE German at grade B or above.

Students will find the topics similar to
those studied at GCSE but looked at
in a more mature fashion.  In addition
students will acquire knowledge about
the contemporary culture and society
of Germany, such as environmental
issues and problems arising from re-
unification.  In studying leisure we will
look at the ‘Club 18-30’ culture (towels
on sunloungers?!). When looking at
the family we discuss how hard it is for
young Germans to buy their first
independent accommodation away
from home, we look at the school
system from Kindergarten to
Oberstufe and judge how job
prospects have been affected by the
re-unification of the East and West.

AS COURSE

Course topics include:  Media (tv,
advertising, social networking);
Culture (cinema, music, fashion);
Health (sport, diet, holidays); Families
(family, friends, marriage)

Assessment: Examination

2 hour listening, reading and 
writing paper. This builds on your
comprehension skills developed at
GCSE. In the listening section you
work at a computer terminal – you
can pause and rewind the tracks as
many times as you want to! 

A new skill for AS level is writing a
short essay in the language. 15
minute speaking test – Students will
draw heavily on their time spent with
the language assistants and their
experiences on the trips abroad in
the speaking test.

A2 COURSE

Course topics include: Environment
(pollution, energy, protecting the
planet); Multicultural society
(immigration, integration, racism);
Social Issues (Wealth and poverty, law
and order, science). Two cultural
topics are also studied from a film, a
novel, a historical period and a
region.

Assessment: Examination

2½ hour listening, reading and
writing paper. A new skill at this level
is translation into a foreign language
and from a foreign language. 15
minute speaking test based mainly
on the cultural topic.

COURSE CONTENT
GENERAL COMMENTS

GCE A Level  Awarding body AQA

German

Why study German?

• There are 100 million German
speakers in the EU making it the
most widely spoken native language
of member states.

• Germany is home to the European
Central Bank and as such has very
close links to all major businesses in
the UK.

• With the German appetite for
second homes across the
Mediterranean region as strong as
in the UK there is a high demand for
people with German and English
language skills in France, Spain and
Italy.

• German as an A Level subject is
highly regarded by employers and
university admissions tutors.

The study of German and the cultures
of German speaking countries such as
Austria and Switzerland allow students
an insight into the lifestyles of some of
our most important partners in
Europe.  Students develop not only
higher speaking, listening, reading
and writing skills but also a chance to
develop translation techniques and
understand the reasons behind, as
well as the rules of, German grammar.

In February we offer an exciting week’s
visit to Cologne to study at a renowned
language school and sample the
cultural delights of this vibrant town by
the Rhine. Staying in a city centre youth
hostel, students explore the town,
climb the cathedral tower, walk the
famous Rhine bridge, visit the
chocolate museum, travel by tram to
the ‘Haus der Geschichte’ in Bonn and
get to see a West End quality show (in
German) at the Dom theatre as well as
studying for 4 hours every morning
with lively native speakers.

Completion of A2 means students are
fully prepared for a degree in German.
The department has an excellent
record of success in examinations with
many students going on to Higher
Education at top universities.



COURSE CONTENT

GENERAL COMMENTS

The AS course involves the study of
Politics today in the UK: how the UK is
governed and what powers politicians
have over our lives.  We focus on how
citizens respond to Politics, either
through involvement in Political Parties
or Pressure Groups, by voting or even
being alienated from society.  There is
some comparative work with the USA
system of Government and the impact
the EU has had on the UK.

This is an invaluable course for improving
your ability to analyse, argue and make
judgements.  In the 21st century
employers and Higher Education
institutes are looking to attract people
with thinking and communication skills:
Government and Politics enables you to
broaden these skills.

Government and Politics is an excellent
foundation to any future degree course
in related subjects such as International
Politics or Comparative Studies.  It is
also an excellent subject to support any
Humanities or Arts subject, or it can
give breadth to a Science application.
Students considering careers in the
Legal System, Public Sector or Armed
Services are recommended to study
Politics.

We organise a visit to the Houses of
Parliament and other London
attractions at the end of Year 12. We
organise debates and Public Speaking
on a weekly basis and enter several
competitions, including the English
Speaking Union.
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GCE A Level  Awarding body Edexcel

Government &
Politics

Preferred previous studies

The majority of students come to this subject with no previous
academic experience of studying Politics.  It is preferable for students
to have a Grade B or above in either English or History, although this
is not a strict criteria.  We stress the importance of students following
current affairs as they develop during the one or two years of study.
Enthusiasm is as important as previous study and those students who
engage fully with the news find the course most rewarding.

AS COURSE

Unit 1:  People and Politics

This unit looks at four key areas:
Democracy, Elections, Political
Parties and Pressure Groups. How
people take part in politics is a
theme that runs through the course.
Students explore how effectively
democracy functions, how well
different election systems work, the
ideas and policies of the main
political parties, and the ways in
which pressure groups provide an
outlet for political activity. The
emphasis is on what is happening in
UK politics today.

Unit 2: Governing the UK

This unit explores the workings of
some of the key political institutions
in the UK, including Parliament, the
Civil Service, the Prime Minister and
Cabinet. It also explores the
Constitution and how it might be
reformed. An important concept is
that of sovereignty, which looks at
where political power in the UK is
located. Again, the emphasis is on
current UK politics.

Both units are examined in the
summer of Year 12 in a 1 hour 20
minute paper for each unit.  The
exams consist of a range of short and
long answer questions.

A2 COURSE

Unit 3: Key UK Political Issues:
Economy, Welfare State, Law and
Order and Environmental Policy.

Students build on their work from 
AS Level to look at four issues in UK
politics: the Economy, Welfare State,
Law and Order, and Environment.
Each of these topics is explored in
considerable detail, with the
emphasis being on the political
dimension of each area. The
background of each topic is taught
first, but the main focus is on current
party policies and the political
debates between (and sometimes
within) political parties.

Unit 4: Key EU and European Issues

Students explore how the EU has
developed into its current form. This
covers the major reform Treaties and
the functions / powers of the key EU
institutions. The impact of the EU on
the UK is also looked at. Among
other things the nature of different
viewpoints on Europe (pro-EU versus
Euro-scepticism) is explored. This
topic is relevant for anyone who
wants to understand more about the
ongoing crisis in the EU and what the
future holds.

Unit 3 and Unit 4 are examined in the
summer of Year 13. Both exams are
1½ hours long and consist of short
answer questions and essays.
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Preferred previous studies

Minimum preferred entry is grade C in English and Science.

AS COURSE

Unit 1: Effective Care and
Communication

Enables students to study the
communication skills in a variety of care
settings, it also introduces students to
quality of life factors and the skills and
techniques used in effective caring.

Assessment: Portfolio

Unit 2: Understanding Health
Conditions and Patient Care
Pathways

Develops knowledge and
understanding of a range of health
conditions (including stroke,
leukaemia, schizophrenia and
diabetes) and the appropriate patient
care pathways which are commonly
followed based upon a patient-
centred approach to care.

Assessment: Examination

Unit 3: Life as a Challenge (Double
Award unit)

Explores a range of challenges faced
by people due to disability, mental
health issues and social
circumstances. Some of these include
Cystic fibrosis, bipolar disorder, young
caring and autism.

Assessment: Examination

Unit 4: Educating Children and
Young People (Double Award unit)

Introduces students to the theory and
practice of learning in education,
giving the opportunity to visit local
primary schools and plan (and deliver
if possible) a learning situation. A
variety of educational theories are
explored, along with the strategies
and techniques used when educating
young people.

Assessment: Portfolio

A2 COURSE

Unit 5: Learning and Development
(Double Award unit)

Students develop understanding of
the influences that can affect learning
and development, as well as key
theories which attempt to explain
behaviour.

Assessment: Examination

Unit 6: Practitioner Roles

Aims to increase knowledge and
understanding of the world of work
within the health, social care, children
and young people and community
justice sectors. It enables students to
research contrasting job roles and
reflect upon their own suitability for
them.

Assessment: Portfolio

Unit 7: Food and Fitness

Develops understanding of food
components and balanced diets
required to meet the dietary and
nutritional needs of client groups.
Also explores a range of different
aspects of exercise which help
maintain the fitness, health and 
well-being of individuals. 

Assessment: Examination

Unit 10: Diagnosis, Treatment and
Preventative Strategies (Double
Award unit)

Aims to introduce a variety of
diagnostic techniques and the
principles and key points practice of a
range of common medical treatments.
There is also focus upon ways in which
common diseases and disorders can
be prevented.

Assessment: Examination

COURSE CONTENT

GENERAL COMMENTS
This course is well established and
offered as either a single or double A
Level. Students receive support and
guidance throughout and are taught
by an experienced and skilled team of
staff.

The applied approach of course
content prepares students well for
higher education; the course is well
regarded by Universities. 

GCE A Level  Awarding body AQA

Health & Social Care
Single or Double Award

Applied GCE



COURSE CONTENT

GENERAL COMMENTS
History is very highly regarded by
universities as an entry subject. Many of
our students go on to study it, while it
forms the basis for course in Law,
Journalism, Finance, Business,
Management as well as Museum and
Archive work. History is extremely
popular at A Level, with over 200
students choosing it.

The subject is enriched with a trip to
the Battlefields of the First World War
in Belgium and France or a visit to the
Palace of Westminster, Imperial War
Museum and Cabinet War Rooms in
London in the summer of Year 12.

Preferred previous studies

It is preferable for students to have studied History at GCSE and
achieved a grade B or above. A grade B in English Language is also
preferred.
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GCE A Level  Awarding body AQA

History

AS AND A LEVEL

Subject to the approval by Ofqual, it
is hoped to offer the following
course.

The structure of the course is such
that half of each component is
studied at AS and the second half
continued through to A2. The aim of
the A Level overall is to complement
the content followed by many of the
current GCSE Modern World History
courses.

Component 1: Tsarist and
Communist Russia, 1855-1964

This course traces the development
of modern Russia. The powers of the
great Tsars of Russia like Alexander II
and Nicholas II, the challenges to
their authority and the rise of
revolutionary groups culminating in
the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917 are
the focus of the course in Year 12
and the AS exam. At A2, the
development of the Soviet Union
after 1917 under Lenin, Stalin and
Khrushchev is traced. The way a
relatively backward state in 1917 is
propelled to being a global
superpower is explored through the
impact of two world wars as well as
social, economic and political
upheaval.

Component 2: The Making of
Modern Britain, 1951-2007

This course helps students get a
really strong historical sense of the
country they live in today. At AS, the
outcome of the Second World War
sets the context for Britain in the
years from 1951 to 1979, a period of
stability and prosperity that was to
give way to strife and severe
economic difficulties. The reputations
of Churchill, Macmillan and Harold
Wilson are analysed closely. At A2,
the premierships of Margaret
Thatcher and Tony Blair are put
under the spotlight and throughout
the period everything from Britain’s
role on the world stage, to race riots
and the development of modern
social habits are analysed.

Component 3: Historical
Investigation

To earn a full A Level students have
to complete a historical investigation
(coursework) on a topic set within the
context of 100 years. It is a piece of
research that will be guided by your
teacher. A likely topic will include The
Changing Nature of Warfare, 1792 –
1945, that investigates among other
things themes like leadership in war,
including Napoleon, Helmut von
Moltke and Douglas Haig. It is likely
that an alternative option covering
100 years of earlier History will be
offered as well.
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Preferred previous studies

Students are expected to have a minimum of 5 A*–C grade passes
at GCSE and should have an interest in ICT. Previous study of ICT
is not essential.

AS COURSE

Unit 1: The Information Age 

• Investigate aspects of the
Information Age in which you live.

• Design and create an e-book to
present your evidence.

• Evaluate your e-book and own
performance.

Assessment: Portfolio

Unit 2: The Digital Economy

• Investigate the design of a
commercial transactional website.

• Use diagrams to show what
happens when someone purchases
a product online.

• Investigate potential threats to
customer data collected via the
Web and the measures taken to
protect it.

• Create a database to store a given
set of data and extract useful
information from it.

• Evaluate the database and your
own performance.

Assessment: Portfolio

Unit 3: The Knowledge Worker

(externally assessed by exam in June
Year 12)

You will make and justify a decision
based on what you know about a
given scenario and what you are able
to deduce from information
provided.  You will be given a
number of e-resources, including a
spreadsheet model that partially
represents the given situation.

A2 COURSE

Unit 7: Using Database Software 

(externally assessed in June Year 13)

You will design, implement and test a
relational database system to meet a
given set of functional requirements.

Unit 8: Managing ICT Projects

(portfolio)

Research and produce a proposal for a
new software product.  Present your
proposal to senior management and
draw up a project definition that
defines the scope of the project.

Unit 10 – Using Multimedia Software 

(portfolio)

Design, produce, test and evaluate a
multimedia product.

Unit 8 and 10 are taught together as
part of an extended project in year 13.
Students produce a multimedia
application for a client of their choice,
working in a professional environment
to manage the project and deliver a
high quality product. In previous years
students have undertaken projects for
external clients, including local
businesses and community
organisations.

Formal meetings with clients are
required, as well as on-going
communication with other
stakeholders involved in the project.
These units allow students to
specialise in higher level skills, such
as programming and advanced
interface and multimedia design. In
addition, students can develop and
demonstrate highly sought after
project management skills.

COURSE CONTENT

GENERAL COMMENTS
This A Level is a ‘must-have’ for every
post sixteen student.  Highly
motivating, it develops the knowledge
and skills students need to be
competent and informed ICT users and
practitioners.  The AS qualification has
a broad appeal and develops students’
communication and decision-making
skills. The skills acquired will support
further study in any subject area.  The
full A Level gives students a wide
choice of progression options into
further study, training or relevant
employment.  Students will be well
equipped to move onto degrees in
related subjects such as ICT, Computer
Science, Information Systems,
Multimedia, Software Engineering,
Computer Networking, e-Business and
Information Management.

GCE A Level  Awarding body Edexcel

ICT
Applied GCE
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Pure Mathematics, Mechanics,
Statistics and Discrete units are
prefixed by C, M, S and D
respectively.

AS MATHEMATICS

3 Units: C1, C2 and S1

A2 MATHEMATICS

6 Units: C1, C2, C3, C4, Statistics 1
and Mechanics 1

AS FURTHER MATHEMATICS

3 Units: FP1 and two other applied
units

A2 FURTHER MATHEMATICS

6 Units: FP1, FP2 and four other
units

Methods of Assessment:

All units are assessed by 90 minute
examination papers taken in 
June of Year 12 and June of Year 13.

Further Mathematics –
GCE A Level
Awarding Body OCR

This option is taken up by around
twenty students. Over the course of
two years they study 12 or 9 modules
according to whether they want to
take A Level Maths plus A Level
Further Maths or plus AS Further
Maths.  The extra modules go further
with each branch of the subject (Core
Maths, Statistics and Mechanics). The
students have ten lessons of Maths
per week (all together).  They take
AS Maths and AS Further Maths in
Year 12 and A2 Maths and A2
Further Maths in Year 13.

COURSE CONTENT

GENERAL COMMENTS

Mathematics qualifications are eagerly
sought by students, and support their
entry to a very wide range of careers and
university courses. If students decide to
take Mathematics further than GCSE it is
important that they enjoy the subject and
are prepared for the challenges that it
provides. Any student considering taking
Mathematics in the Sixth Form should
consult their Year 11 Maths teacher about
their suitability for the course.  Students
taking Further Mathematics have enjoyed
the course a great deal and gone forward
with much enhanced career prospects.  A
high proportion has gained entry to
leading universities.  Those students who
are intending to take AS Physics should
note that they will not take a Mechanics
module in Mathematics until Year 13.

The Core modules cover extended use of
algebraic techniques, trigonometry,
numerical methods and calculus. Details
can be viewed on the OCR website.
http://www.ocr.org.uk/download/kd/ocr_
10096_kd_gce_spec.pdf

S1 covers representation of statistics, use
of averages, standard deviation,
probability and probability distributions.

M1 covers uniform acceleration, use of
calculus, Newton’s Laws and collisions.

Preferred Previous Studies
We prefer that students have covered as much of the Higher Tier
syllabus as possible and obtained Grade A or above. Students
starting advanced courses who expect in Year 11 to obtain a grade
B or even a low grade A in GCSE Maths must be prepared to
undertake a significant amount of preparatory work during the
summer of Year 11 prior to starting their course in Year 12.
Preparatory work will be posted out to students in July of Year 11
and collected by staff at the start of Year 12.
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Preferred Previous Studies

The course would be suitable for students who have gained a
grade C or above in GCSE Media Studies. For students who did
not study Media Studies at GCSE grade B or above at GCSE
English Language is required.

AS COURSE

Unit 1: Investigating Media

2hr exam 50% of AS, 25% of A2

Students will study a range of media
texts (moving image, digital/web
based or print) and answer four
compulsory short answers based on
one unseen stimulus material. They
will also study two cross-media case
studies e.g. documentary, lifestyle
and answer one essay question.

Unit 2: Creating Media

Coursework 50% of AS, 25% of A2

Students will produce two linked
media artefacts e.g. a film trailer and
two magazine articles or a website to
promote the film. They will also
evaluate their own work.

A2 COURSE

Unit 3: Media – Critical Perspectives

Exam 25% of A Level

Students will study two pre-set topic
areas such as representation in the
media and the impact of new/ digital
media. They will also answer three
compulsory questions on two unseen
stimulus pieces.

Unit 4: Media – Research and
Production

Coursework 25% of A Level

Students will investigate a media
theme/text in more depth and
produce an essay and a production
piece reflecting this research e.g. an
essay focusing on ideologies
surrounding gender in soap opera
and produce the opening sequence
to a new soap opera.

COURSE CONTENT

GENERAL COMMENTS
Most important is that the students are
actually interested in the Media and its
place in the world today. They need to
be prepared to study all aspects of the
media from advertisements and TV
shows to websites and newspapers.
They must be prepared to share their
views and work independently. The
course would be useful for those
students wishing to work within the
media e.g. in advertising and journalism.

GCE A Level  Awarding body AQA

Media Studies



AS COURSE

Unit 1

Written Examination: Influences on
Music/Developing Musical
Understanding

1¾ hours 30% of the total AS marks

Students are given structured questions
using a CD of musical excerpts and then
answer two essay questions based on
two Areas of Study, The Development of
the Musical and a study of Beethoven’s
1st Symphony.

Unit 2

Composing: Creating Musical Ideas
(Externally Assessed)

Coursework 30% of the total AS Marks

Students respond to one brief from a
choice of three – 

Brief A – Harmonisation of a melody
and composing 2-part textures

Brief B – Free Composition

Brief C – Arranging

Unit 3

Performing: Interpreting Musical Ideas
(Internally Assessed)

10 – 16 minutes 40% of the total AS marks

Students offer two performances (each
5-8 minutes) from the following:

1.Solo Performance on an instrument

2.Solo Performance on voice

3.Ensemble Performance

4.Solo performance on a 2nd 
instrument

5.Performance using Music 
Technology: Sequencing

6.Performance using Music 
Technology: Multitrack/Close Mic 
recording

The performing level is expected to be
at least Grade 5 to access the highest
marks.

A2 COURSE

Unit 4

Written Examination: Music in
Context

2¼ hours 20% of the total A level
marks

Students are given structured
questions using a CD of excerpts and
then answer two essay questions
based on the Areas of Study, including
a study of Elgar’s 1st Symphony.

Unit 5

Composing: Developing Musical Ideas
(Externally Assessed)

Coursework 15% of the total A level
marks Students respond to one brief
from a choice of three-

Brief A – Harmonisation of a melody in
the style of a Bach Chorale and
composing in the style of a Classical
String Quartet

Brief B – Free Composition

Brief C – Arranging

Unit 6 

Performing: A Musical Performance
(Externally Assessed)

15 minutes 15% of the total A level
marks

Students will offer two (or more)
contrasting pieces to form a short
programme, as a soloist or using music
technology or a combination of these.
The performing level is expected to be
at least Grade 6. 

COURSE CONTENT

GENERAL COMMENTS

This specification will provide students
with the knowledge and experience
required for all forms of further and higher
education. It will give them understanding,
and encourage appreciation, of all music
genres in all contexts.  The Areas of Study
are chosen for their interest to all students
and with much scope to use music
technology.  This course enables students
to choose a path best suited to their
needs. This could be within the music
industry, academic study or for interest. It
will give them a life-long enjoyment and
understanding of music as a listener or
performer, at any level.

Preferred Previous Studies

GCSE Music AND instrumental or vocal study to at least Grade 5. 

Prospective students who do not meet both of these requirements
should contact the Head of Music at either St. Aidan’s or St. John
Fisher to determine their suitability for the course. 

GCE A Level  Awarding body AQA

Music

40
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Preferred Previous Studies

Ideally GCSE Music or some evidence of regular, ongoing engagement
with music technology, recording and composing in recent years. 
Prospective students who do not meet this requirement should
contact the Head of Music at either St. Aidan’s or St. John Fisher to
determine their suitability for the course. Some piano or keyboard
skills and an ability to read music are essential – again please contact
the music staff at either school if you are unsure.  

AS COURSE

Unit 1 Music Technology Portfolio 

Students will learn and use a variety
of music and music technology skills
in order to complete this unit. MIDI
sequencing and multi-track recording
as well as arranging skills are all key
components assessed through the
practical work carried out.

Students must complete three tasks:

Task 1A: Sequenced Realised
Performance

Task 1B: Multi-track Recording

Task 1C: Creative Sequenced
Arrangement.

Students will produce an audio CD
entitled ‘Music Technology Portfolio
1’, containing three tracks of work as
specified in the three tasks above,
and will also present a logbook. 

Unit 2 Listening and Analysing 

1¾ hours examination

Students are required to study the
development of popular music styles
from 1910 through to the present
day. Students will have the
opportunity to demonstrate this
knowledge using aural discrimination
skills.

A2 COURSE

Unit 3 Music Technology Portfolio

Unit 3 builds on skills acquired in Unit
1, and extends these to include a
composition task. It involves detailed
study of:  The Development of
Technology-based Music.

Students must complete three tasks:

Task 3A: Sequenced Integrated
Performance

Task 3B: Multi-track Recording

Task 3C: Composing using Music
Technology.

Students will produce an audio CD
entitled ‘Music Technology Portfolio
2’, containing three tracks of work as
specified in the three tasks above,
and will present a logbook, detailing
equipment used.

Unit 4 Analysing and Producing 

2 hour examination

Students will be expected to
demonstrate their knowledge of
music and the principles of music
technology through a series of
written commentaries, manipulations
and production tasks using material
provided on an examination paper
and recorded on an audio CD.

The examination will test students’
musical understanding, their ability
to manipulate and correct recorded
music and their ability to write
commentaries on technological
processes. They will also be tested
on their ability to produce a balanced
stereo mix.

COURSE CONTENT

GENERAL COMMENTS
Music Technology, like other forms of
technology, advances rapidly. The
Music Technology specification
provides opportunities to embrace
recent developments in the field.

The specification involves much
practical work and encourages the
cultivation of a wide range of skills.
Students will have opportunities to
sequence MIDI, sequence audio, record
live instruments, produce CDs,
compose using music technology.

There are many important
opportunities in Higher Education, and
many career possibilities for those
proficient in handling music technology.
GCE in Music Technology has been
widely accepted by higher education
providers.  Music Technology careers
could include work as a Sound
Engineer, Record Producer or Teacher.

GCE A Level  Awarding body Edexcel

Music 
Technology 



The course is based on the successful
completion of a number of units.

There are three mandatory units:-

Unit 1: Professional Practice - Skills
Development

In this unit, you have the opportunity
to develop your skills through practical
work and research. This requires a
dedicated approach and you need to
be willing to practise on a regular
basis.

Unit 2: Professional Practice in
Performing Arts

The Creative and Performing Arts
industry is complex and multi-faceted.
This unit will give you the strategies,
attitudes and survival skills for
sustaining a career in the Performing
Arts industry. Likewise, you will learn
to promote yourself and maximise
your chance of getting work as a
freelance artist.   

Unit 3: Community Arts Project

This unit gives you the opportunity to
develop and realise a community arts
project. You will develop your
knowledge and understanding of
administration and planning as well as
the creative skills and techniques that
can be used on a Performing Arts
project. Evaluation skills will also be
used and developed in relation to this
project and this will provide sufficient
practice for a career in the Arts. 

Additional units are available
according to your specialist
pathway. Examples of these include: 

• Drama improvisation

• Musical Theatre performance

• Dance improvisation

• Urban dance

Singing techniques and performance

There is a wide range of over 70 units
accommodating performing artists
from a large range of specialisms,
including music, dance and drama, as
well as arts administration and music
technology.

The following methods of
assessment are considered suitable
for these qualifications:

• Observation of practice, including a
video or DVD recording.

• Questioning the learner.

• Examining written evidence, such
as assignments, tasks and planning.

• Examining evidence from others,
such as witness statements.

• Simulation.

There are four award levels for this
qualification – pass, merit, distinction
and distinction* (with distinction*
being equivalent to an A* at A2 GCE). 

COURSE CONTENT

GENERAL COMMENTS

Cambridge Technicals are nationally
recognised vocation qualifications at
level 3. They are designed to provide
you with a practical task based method
of learning.  They will help you to
develop your practical skills as well as
your knowledge of the performing arts
industry. Additionally, they will also
prepare you for professional
employment as well as further study and
training post 18.

The assessment for the qualification is
task based so you don’t need to take any
examinations to pass this qualification.

This is a very enjoyable and challenging
course for those students who enjoy
performing and sharing their skills with
others. There is an expectation that you
will be committed to developing skills
through private practice and will be
prepared to take part in school
productions. Furthermore, the completion
of a successful portfolio requires a good
level of organisation so work can be
developed throughout the course.

During the year, you will have the
opportunity to attend a range of theatre
visits; you will also work with visiting
professionals and have to chance to
attend performing arts residential visits.
Previous trips include very successful visits
to New York and London.

Many of our students go on to study
professional qualifications at theatre
schools such as Art Educational School in
London, Mountview Academy of Theatre
Arts and Guildford School of Acting.

For further information on this course,
please contact the Head of Performing
Arts at either St John Fisher or St Aidans’.

Preferred Previous Studies

One or more of the following: GCSE Music, Dance, Performing Arts
or Drama at grade C or above. In addition any other qualifications
in the performing arts such as ABRSM music qualifications, dance
and drama award can be considered. Students considering this
course need to have a real interest in an area of the performing arts
and are likely to have a significant history of performance either in
school or in local groups.

Cambridge Technicals  Awarding body OCR

Performing Arts
(Equivalent to 
1 or 2 GCE A Levels)
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Preferred Previous Studies

It is preferred, although not essential, that students should have
studied GCSE Physical Education and Biology. A minimum of
Grade B is required for either of these subjects.

COURSE CONTENT

GENERAL COMMENTS
This specification builds on the student’s
experience from Key Stage 4 and GCSE to
enhance their knowledge and increase
their understanding of the factors that
affect performance and participation in
physical education.  The qualification looks
to equip students with skills and
knowledge required for higher education
or the world of work.

The specification offers students the
opportunity to experience and develop an
interest in a variety of roles in sport such as
performer, official and/or leader/coach at
AS and then be able to specialise in one at
A2.  The content of the course will address
current contemporary topics in sport such
as the impact in the use of ergogenic aids,
technology and increasing
commercialisation of sport.  The new
course has a greater practical input than
previously, giving students the opportunity
to develop knowledge and skills in a
practical environment.  The content of the
GCE Physical Education specification is
designed to follow on from GCSE Physical
Education, enabling a smooth transition
from one to the other, although it must be
emphasised that a GCSE in Physical
Education is not a requirement for
students wishing to follow this course.

The course gives students the
opportunities to gain credit towards their
A Level from talents and skills in their
favourite sport.  Students have gone on to
study at university in a wide range of
careers including PE and the Sport
Sciences, the health professions (including
Medicine and Physiotherapy) as well as
many other wide ranging careers in
combination with other subjects.

The specification provides a basis for some
practical participation in sport and physical
activity during the course and students will
benefit from a variety of practical,
scientific/laboratory and classroom inputs.
However the theory content of the linear
exam can be challenging.

GCE A Level  Awarding body AQA

Physical 
Education
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AS COURSE

Unit 1:  Opportunities for and the
effects of leading a healthy and
active lifestyle

Method of Assessment: 2 hour
written examination: 60% AS marks,
30% A2 marks.  

Section A will require students to
answer two questions on each of:
Applied Exercise Physiology; Skill
Acquisition and Opportunities for
Participation.  

Section B will examine the
application of theoretical knowledge
to a practical situation.

Unit 2: Analysis and evaluation of
physical activity as a performer
and/or in an adopted role

Method of Assessment: Internal
assessment with external
moderation: 40% AS mark, 20% A2.  

Students are assessed on their ability
to perform, analyse and evaluate the
execution of core skills/techniques in
isolation and in structured practice as
either: a player/performer,
coach/leader or official.

A LEVEL

A2 COURSE

Unit 3: Optimising performance
and evaluating contemporary issues
within sport

Method of Assessment: 2 hour
written examination: 30% A2 marks.  

Students are required to answer: how
exercise physiology can optimise
performance; how the application of
psychological knowledge can
optimise performance; contemporary
influences in sport and their impact
on the performer; an extended
question on either a topic from
Applied Exercise Physiology,
Psychological Factors or Evaluating
Contemporary Issues.

Unit 4: Optimising practical
performance in a competitive
situation

Method of Assessment: Internal
assessment with external
moderation: 20% A2 marks. 

Students are assessed on their ability
to perform, analyse and evaluate
their own performance in a
competitive/performance situation as
either a player/performer or coach/
leader or official in an adopted role.

Please note that you are required to be actiively taking
part in competitive sport outside of lessons. This can be
competitively as a performer, coach or official.



AS LEVEL

Over the whole AS course 
students will study:

• Measurements and their errors

• Particles and radiation

• Waves

• Mechanics

• Materials

• Electricity

Through Particles and Radiation
many new ideas will be introduced
including quarks, antiparticles and
quantum concepts such as the
photoelectric effect and wave-
particle duality. 

We will also cover many of the
fundamental aspects of Physics.
Although many topics covered will
be familiar from GCSE they are
developed further for greater
appreciation of the ideas.  Concepts
encountered will be Equations of
Motion, Newton’s Laws, Work,
Power, Momentum, Hooke’s Law,
Longitudinal and Transverse waves,
Refraction, Diffraction and
Interference, Current, Voltage,
Resistance, Resistivity, AC and
oscilloscopes and much more
besides.

A LEVEL

During the A Level course students
will study:

• Further mechanics

• Thermal Physics

• Fields

• Nuclear Physics

• An optional topic (usually Turning
Points in Physics or Astrophysics)

Year 13 allows students to deepen
their understanding of Physics and to
establish links between the
previously separate yet fundamental
topics.  Some of the concepts to be
studied are Circular Motion, Simple
Harmonic Motion, Gravitational,
Electric and Magnetic Fields,
Capacitance and Electromagnetic
Induction, Radioactivity, Probing the
Nucleus, Nuclear Instability, Nuclear
Energy, Heat Capacity, Ideal Gases
and Kinetic Theory.

Assessment:

The AS course is assessed by two
exams, each worth 50% of the
course, both assessing material from
the whole of Year 12.

At the end of the two year course
students will sit three exams which
constitute the A Level assessment:

Paper 1 – primarily assessing AS
subject material. (34% of the overall
grade)

Paper 2 – primarily assessing new A
Level material but with assumed
knowledge of all the AS material.
(Also worth 34% of the overall grade)

Each of these papers will consist of
long and short answer questions as
well as some multiple choice
questions

Paper 3 – This final exam makes up
the remaining 32% of the overall
grade.  It is made up of two sections,
18% based on practical experiments
and data analysis and 14% based on
the optional topic.

COURSE CONTENT

GENERAL COMMENTS

Physics is a fascinating subject to study
at this level.  It is also very highly
regarded by universities and employers
who recognise that studying Physics
develops practical, analytical and
logical problem solving skills as well as
increasing students’ awareness of how
the world works.

An A Level in Physics is essential, highly
desirable or very useful for many
different careers/professions.  Amongst
these are Engineering, Medicine,
Veterinary Science, Dentistry,
Architecture, Management, Research,
Geophysics and Geology. 

Preferred Previous Studies

Ideally students will have achieved a Grade B in GCSE Separate
Science Physics or an A in Additional Science (Coordinated
Science). A Grade B in Maths is also required before admission to
the course, preferably in the Higher Tier paper at GCSE. 

GCE A Level Awarding body AQA

Physics

IMAGE
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Preferred Previous Studies

Students will be required to have GCSE grade B in one English
course, in one Science course and in Mathematics.

AS LEVEL

Unit 1: Social Influence, Memory and
Attachment (developmental
Psychology).

Unit 2: Approaches in Psychology (to
include the origins of Psychology and
its emergence and recognition as a
science), Psychopathology
(characteristics, explanations and
treatments of phobias, depression
and OCD) and Research Methods  

Each of the above two units is worth
50% of the AS Level and is assessed
through two, 1 hour 30 minute
exams containing three sections of
compulsory questions.  There is no
coursework at AS or A Level.

A LEVEL

Unit 1: Social Influence, Memory, and
Psychopathology

Unit 2: Approaches in Psychology,
Biopsychology and Research
Methods  

Unit 3: Issues and Debates in
Psychology.

• One from Relationships, gender,
Cognition and development

• One from Schizophrenia, Eating
Behaviour, Stress

• One from Aggression, Forensic
Psychology, Addiction

Each of the above three units is
worth 33.3% of the A Level
qualification; the course assessed
through three 2 hour exams.

COURSE CONTENT

GENERAL COMMENTS
Psychology will be of relevance to
anyone who is interested in people
and who can display a good range of
academic skills. Many of our students
continue their Psychological studies
beyond A Level, either via degree
courses in Psychology or in subjects
that are likely to have a Psychological
element e.g. Physiotherapy, Teaching,
Nursing, Marketing, Human
Resources, Social Work, Advertising
and many others.

“Psychology is that bit different
because you have to write essays, do
scientific research and carry out data
analysis. You also get a real insight
into how people tick!”  (Year 13
student)

“I’m finding Psychology really
interesting and a nice change from
the traditional subjects I studied at
GCSE. So far I’ve found the AS course
very manageable.”  (Year 12 student)

GCE A Level Awarding body AQA

Psychology



There will be two modules for AS
and these will be further developed
for A2.

AS COURSE

Unit 1: Philosophy of Religion

• The influence of Greek philosophers
on our own thinking: a snapshot of
the work of Plato and Aristotle

• The ongoing influence of ancient
philosophy on the way we think
today

• Arguments that try to show that God
exists

• Arguments that challenge the idea
of God, especially the existence of
evil in the world

• The relationship between religion
and science: including philosophical
and scientific views about the
creation of the universe, Creationism
and Big Bang theory and Darwinism. 

AS Unit 2: Religious Ethics

• Considering what is right and wrong
and how to make decisions about
behaviour.

• An introduction to ethical theories
including Natural Law, Kantian ethics,
Utilitarianism and Christian ethics.

• Applying ethical theories to issues of
contemporary importance including
aspects of medical ethics – abortion,
euthanasia, genetic engineering and
aspects of war and peace.

A2 COURSE

A2 Unit 3: Philosophy of Religion

• Body and soul and ideas about life
after death including resurrection
and reincarnation. 

• The concept of revelation and the
ways in which believers can know
God, for example through religious
experience, through the Bible and
through miracles.

• The way language is used in religion,
with special focus on Logistical
Positivism, and on the use of symbol,
myth and analogy.

• The nature of God, with a focus on
understanding the concept of
omnipotence, omniscience and
eternity and how these relate to
human freedom and the idea of
punishment for sin.

A2 Unit 4: Religious Ethics

• Meta-ethics – the language of ethics
and the meaning of key ideas in
ethics.

• The idea of free will versus
determinism and the implications for
decision making.

• The nature and role of human
conscience in decision making.

• The theory of Virtue ethics

• Applying ethical theories to issues of
contemporary importance including
environmental issues, sex and
relationships issues and behaviour in
business and commerce.

COURSE CONTENT

GENERAL COMMENTS

Religious Studies is for those who enjoy
learning and who are interested in
exploring and challenging ideas.  Lessons
in Religious Studies include a variety of
activities, some led by the teacher, whilst
students take responsibility for their note-
writing and for their wider reading.
Students also undertake written
assignments and essays to enable their
teachers to assess and guide them
individually.

Discussion forms an important part of the
learning process in this subject and
students need to participate thoughtfully
and show respect for the ideas of
scholars and of their peers.

The study of philosophy and ethics helps
students to think logically and clearly
about issues that affect the whole of life
and success helps them to feel confident
about their thinking and decision-making.

Preferred Previous Studies

Students should have achieved at least Grade B in Religious
Studies, English Language and Literature as well as grade B in at
least one other subject that requires extended writing.  Students
who have not been able to study RS at GCSE level might find it
possible to take the subject if they can show a high level of
achievement in their other GCSE subjects..
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Religious Studies
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Preferred Previous Studies

Students will be expected to have achieved GCSE grade C in
Science, English and Mathematics.

Unit

The first year will comprise of the
following mandatory units:

• Unit 1 Fundamentals of Science.

• Unit 2 Working in the Science
Industry.

• Unit 4 Scientific Practical
Techniques.

The second year will comprise of
optional units adding up to a further
30 credits.

Methods of assessment

You will develop assignment briefs
that will be addressed by creating a
portfolio of evidence to demonstrate
your learning. Your teacher will
assess your performance, evidencing
this in ways such as an observation
record and witness statements. An
assessment record will be kept to
analyse which grading criteria have
been met. 

COURSE CONTENT

GENERAL COMMENTS
This qualification allows learners to
acquire technical and employability skills,
knowledge and understanding of
science. It provides a range of scientific
experiences, covering aspects of
chemistry, physics, biology, as well as
laboratory and industrial science. 

It offers a unique opportunity for
students to continue their study of all the
sciences to an advanced level, whilst
leaving freedom of choice in other areas
of the curriculum. The subject also
complements and enhances
understanding of other subjects, whilst
aiding development of a number of
transferrable skills. The course requires
commitment and the ability to set and
meet targets and coursework deadlines.

Upon successful completion of the first
year units, the student will be eligible for
the award of the BTEC Level 3
Certificate, equivalent to one AS Level.
Upon successful completion of the first
and second year units, the student will
be eligible for the award of the BTEC
Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma, equivalent to
one A Level. 

The qualification is recognised by Higher
Education Institutions, employers,
professional and trade bodies (RSC and
The Science Council), all of which can be
found on the Edexcel website.

BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma  Awarding body Edexcel

Science
Applied
(Equivalent to 1 GCE A Level)



COURSE CONTENT

GENERAL COMMENTS

Sociology is the study of how human
society develops and changes and how
people interact with one another. It is a
subject that provides students with an
understanding of how society shapes
people and how people shape society.
The central aim of the AS and A Level
courses in Sociology is to examine
relationships and inequalities between
people and the effects the social,
economic and political influences may
have on them.

Both AS and A Level Sociology aim to
develop a critical understanding of
society by examining the most
important institutions within the social
structure. Sociology is a stimulating and
relevant subject, offering you the
opportunity to develop a range of
transferrable skills. 

There is no coursework component on
these courses and assessment is by
external examination for both AS (after
one year) and A level (after two years’
study).

Preferred Previous Studies

Ideally students will have achieved Grade C or above in GCSE
English. 
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GCE A Level  Awarding body AQA

Sociology

IMAGEAS LEVEL

Students will explore a wide range of
topics which focus upon particular
aspects of modern society and social
change and, in addition, will evaluate
the research methods that are used
by sociologists to investigate the
world in which we live.   Such topics
will include Families and Households,
which allows students to consider the
changing nature of families, the
existence of different family units,
childhood and the power
relationships within households. In
the Education topic, students will
examine the education system in
terms of the educational attainment
of different social groups, the impact
of educational policies and the
differing experiences of pupils within
schools.

A LEVEL

Building on course content covered
within the AS Course, students taking
the full A Level course will explore
further topics to develop a greater
understanding of the subject. Belief
Systems explores the influence of
religion upon society and the
changing nature of religious beliefs
and practices, along with the
increasing number of diverse religious
organisations that exist today. In
Crime and Deviance, there will an
opportunity to study crime in its
various different forms, the issues that
surround the prevention and
punishment of crime and state crime
in relation to human rights. There will
be further in-depth assessment of
research methods in relation to this
topic, supported by the study of the
sociology of suicide and
consideration of the debate
surrounding the extent to which
sociology can be regarded as
scientific.  
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Preferred Previous Studies

Grade B or above in GCSE Spanish

COURSE CONTENT
GENERAL COMMENTS
• Spanish is spoken by approximately
400 million people all over the
world.

• There are 25 countries in the world
where Spanish is the official
language.

• More people from the UK visit
Spain as a holiday destination than
any other European nation.

• Approximately 100,000 people
from the UK have homes in Spain.

• In 2015 you too could be living and
working in Spain.

Spain and the countries of South and
Central America offer an incredibly
diverse and fascinating language and
culture for students to learn about
and enjoy. From the rhythm of
flamenco in Andalucia to the Mayan
temples in the jungles of Guatemala,
there are endless opportunities to
discover the true Hispanic culture.

The A Level course is a natural
continuation from GCSE with a focus
on the four skill areas of reading,
speaking, writing and listening.
Students will have an opportunity to
work with interactive technology in
their learning and to access primary
source material from language
assistance, video conferences and
internet links. 

The vast majority of students take
part in our week-long visit to a
language school in Salamanca. Here
they stay with host families and
attend classes delivered by Spanish
teachers on an intensive course. In
the evenings and at the weekend
there are cultural and social activities
such as a salsa dance class, a tapas
tour, a conversation exchange with
Spanish high school students and a
visit to the regional centre of
bullfighting memorabilia!

The department has an excellent
track record of success with many
students going on to study Spanish at
university as well as pursuing gap year
projects in Spanish speaking
countries.

GCE A Level  Awarding body AQA

Spanish

Students will study topics similar to
those at GCSE but looked at from a
more mature perspective. In the
leisure topic, for example, we examine
how football has taken over from
Catholicism as the principal activity for
Spaniards on a Sunday. In our studies
of lifestyle we compare the laid-back,
siesta-filled work day in Spain with the
stress-filled approach in northern
Europe. When looking at media we
discover how Spanish youngsters are
equally obsessed with mobiles and the
internet and how these have changed
attitudes in Spain.

AS COURSE

Course topics include: Media (tv,
advertising, social networking);
Culture (cinema, music, fashion);
Health (sport, diet, holidays); Families
(family, friends, marriage)

Assessment: Examination

2 hour listening, reading and writing
paper. This builds on your
comprehension skills developed at
GCSE. In the listening section you
work at a computer terminal – you
can pause and rewind the tracks as
many times as you want to! A new
skill for AS level is writing a short
essay in the language. 

15 minute speaking test – Students
will draw heavily on their time spent
with the language assistants and
their experiences on the trips abroad
in the speaking test.

A2 COURSE

Course topics include: Environment
(pollution, energy, protecting the
planet); Multicultural society
(immigration, integration, racism);
Social Issues (Wealth and poverty,
law and order, science). Two cultural
topics are also studied from a film, a
novel, a historical period and a
region.

Assessment: Examination

2½ hour listening, reading and
writing paper. A new skill at this level
is translation into a foreign language
and from a foreign language. 15
minute speaking test based mainly
on the cultural topic.



GENERAL COMMENTS

A genuine interest in sport, health and
fitness is preferred if you are to
maximise the grade you will achieve.
The course is designed to be delivered
using a variety of practical methods
with students getting the opportunity
to take part in their own chosen team
and individual sports, analyse their skills
and techniques using video evidence
and have opportunities to work in
laboratories and interactive classrooms.

BTECs are an established and highly
successful alternative to general
qualifications, suitable for a wide range
of learners. As work-related
qualifications, they are designed to
accommodate the needs of employers
as well as allowing progression to
higher education.

BTECs provide a more practical, real-
world approach to learning alongside a
theoretical background, giving learners
the knowledge, understanding and
skills that they need to prepare for
employment and higher education.

Preferred Previous Studies

Grade C in Maths and English. A GCSE or equivalent
qualification in PE is also preferred but not essential if
the student can evidence genuine interests and
involvement in sport.
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BTEC Level 3 Diploma Awarding body Edexcel

Double Award 
(Equivalent to 2 GCE A Levels)

Sport 

COURSE CONTENT

The course builds on the students’
experience from KS4 to provide an
introduction to the sport and leisure
sector for learners looking to build a
career in sport, within one of its
occupational areas. These areas
include careers in exercise and
fitness, coaching and leadership,
sports development and the
outdoors.

The content of the course is made up
of a variety of units and has been
structured to allow learners
maximum flexibility in selecting
optional units, so that particular
interests and career aspirations
within the sport and active leisure
sector can be reflected in the choice
of unit combinations.

Mandatory units 
(delivered in Year 12)

Principles of Anatomy and
Physiology in Sport 

The Physiology of Fitness 

Assessing Risk in Sport 

Fitness Training and Programming 

Sports Coaching 

Sports Development 

Fitness Testing for Sport and Exercise 

Practical Team Sports. 

Optional units (A choice of 5 to be
delivered in Year 13)

Practical Individual Sports 

Outdoor and Adventurous Activities 

Sports Nutrition 

Current Issues in Sport 

Leadership in Sport 

Exercise, Health and Lifestyle 

Instructing Physical Activity and
Exercise 

Psychology for Sports Performance 

Sports Injuries 

Sport and Exercise Massage 

Rules, Regulations and Officiating in
Sport 

Organising Sports Events 

Physical Education and the Care of
Children and Young People 

Sport as a Business 

Work Experience in Sport 

Sports Facilities and Operational
Management 

Sports Legacy Development 

Profiling Sports Performance 

Research Investigation in Sport and
Exercise Sciences 

Laboratory and Experimental
Methods in Sport and Exercise
Sciences. 
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COURSE CONTENT

GENERAL COMMENTS

This is a course for students who enjoy
working with numbers and would like to
continue their maths but would prefer
not to follow a Pure Mathematics
course.  It is a very practical course with
an emphasis on using the statistical
techniques that are used in the ‘real
world’.  Questions are always put in
context and focus on using statistical
tests and interpreting their results.

AQA have deliberately designed the
course to include statistical knowledge,
skills and techniques which complement
learning in biology, economics,
geography, psychology and business.
Former Statistics students have gone on
to study a wide range of subjects at
university including geography, biology,
applied psychology and accounting and
finance.

Preferred Previous Studies

You should have obtained a minimum Grade B in GCSE Mathematics
and a minimum Grade C in GCSE English.

GCE A Level  Awarding body AQA

Statistics

IMAGEAS COURSE

Each unit carries equal weighting and
is assessed through a 1½ hour exam.

Unit 1: 

This revises and extends some GCSE
work on probability, averages,
standard deviation and correlation,
leading to work on regression and
the Binomial and Normal
distributions.

Unit 2: 

How do stockbrokers make
predictions about whether a share is
likely to rise or fall?  Why are the
viewing figures of the entire
population based on what only 5000
people watch?  And is a coin biased
if, when tossed 100 times, it lands on
heads 70 times?  The study of Time
Series, Sampling and Hypothesis
Testing will help to explore these
kinds of questions.

Unit 3: 

Includes the application of
contingency tables in ‘real-world’
situations and a number of
distribution-free tests to assess how
likely certain observed outcomes are.

A2 COURSE

Unit 4:  
Includes combining Normal
distributions, approximating Binomial
and Poisson distributions and further
hypothesis testing using Student’s 
t-distribution.

Unit 5:  

Includes more complex hypothesis
testing and the rectangular and
exponential distributions.

Unit 6:  

Includes Experimental Design and
Analysis of Variance.



GENERAL COMMENTS
The Travel and Tourism sector continues
to grow at a rapid pace, with the amount
of journeys undertaken for leisure and
business continuing to increase and the
expansion of short breaks and new
hospitality enterprises, such as health
spas and boutique hotels.  This
expansion has led to a huge demand for
a more flexible and skilled work force.
BTECs in Travel and Tourism are highly
respected by employers and higher
education establishments alike. BTECs
provide a variety of skills needed to
enter employment in the travel sector -
from travel agents, to airports, airlines
and more.  The aim of the BTEC is that it
is vocational; you will only be required to
complete work that you would be asked
to do in the real world.  This gives you
the opportunity to develop a range of
skills and attributes essential for
successful performance in working life.

The BTEC qualification gives you the
opportunity to develop your skills in
English, Maths, ICT and basic practical
skills which are required for everyday
life.  The course also develops your
personal, learning and thinking skills
within the context of working in the
Travel and Tourism sector.  Together
with these are more specific skills to the
subject, including:

• Independent learning

• Problem solving 

• Role–play

• Professional conduct

• Responsibility

• Communication and working with
others

In addition to having an interest in
Geography related subjects and in
working in the Travel Industry it is also
important to think about the style and
amount of work involved.  BTEC Travel
and Tourism is 100% coursework and
therefore, requires excellent organisation
and commitment to deadlines.

The course can lead to careers in
hospitality, event organisation, hotel
management and customer services as
well as a range of tourism-related areas.

Preferred Previous Studies

A good standard of English and Maths is required -  
a C grade in both is preferred. In addition, if you are
studying Geography, Business or another related
subject, a C grade or above is expected in this
subject area. 

BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma Awarding body Edexcel

Travel and Tourism
(Equivalent to 1 GCE A Level)

COURSE CONTENT
The course  comprises of 60 credits
of study.  This is made up of 40
credits which are compulsory units
and 20 credits of optional units.  The
compulsory units are:

• Investigating the Travel and
Tourism Sector

• The Business of Travel and
Tourism

• The UK as a Destination

• Customer Service in Travel and
Tourism

A selection of the optional units
available are:

• Preparing for Employment

• European and Long-haul
Destinations

• Work Experience in the Travel and
Tourism Sector

• Retail Travel Operations

• Investigating the Cruise Industry

• Business Travel Operations 
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The AS General Studies specification
is delivered to year 12 students
within a Religious Studies General
programme. This takes place in one
timetabled lesson per fortnight.

The programme is divided into two
sections.

The first section provides the
foundation for all students to
develop their awareness and
understanding of faith related issues
and the cycle content covers aspects
of the General Studies specification,
including the discussion of moral and
ethical issues.

The second section addresses the
Culture and Society and Science and
Society units of the General Studies
specification.

Assessment involves structured
writing, objective test questions,
source evaluation exercises and
essays. Assignments are completed
in class time.

Examination structure: 

Unit 1 AS Culture and Society. 

One and a half hours written
examination. 50% of AS

Unit 2 AS Science and Society. 

One and a half hours written
examination. 50% of AS

GENERAL STUDIES GCE AS LEVEL   
AWARDING BODY AQA

For students who wish to continue in
school-based education but who are
not qualified to embark on Advanced
Level qualifications, the Associated
Sixth Form offers an Intermediate
Level course.  The course lasts for
one year and gives students a chance
to improve their GCSE Level
qualifications, with a view to moving
on either to employment, Advanced
Level studies in school or further
education at another institution.

A personalised programme will be
created for students applying for the
Intermediate Level course, including
the following:

GCSE Mathematics and/or 
GCSE English

Students who have not attained
Grade C in Year 11 are required to
study Mathematics and English for a
further year to improve on past
performance.

Personalised Learning (3 hours)

An individual programme based on
the student’s needs.

AS COURSE

Students may also have the
opportunity to begin at least one AS
course and the Careers department
will explore possible extended work
placements where appropriate.

INTERMEDIATE LEVEL COURSE

EXTENDED PROJECT
QUALIFICATION 

Students will have the opportunity
towards the end of Year 12 and Year 13
to take part in the AQA Level 3
Extended Project Qualification.  The
programme is designed to increase the
breadth and depth of study in their
selected subject area, and to gain
essential skills for University or
Employment applications.  We are
aware that competition for University
places is increasing, and that predicted
A Level grades alone will not guarantee
an offer.  By offering this programme
we hope to strengthen our students’
applications and prospects.

The Extended Project gives students
more control over their studies than
ever before.  Students can choose to
explore a further aspect of a subject
they are studying, or another subject,
or simply choose a topic in which they
have a personal interest.  The stages of
the project are:

• choose a topic to study

• complete a production log to
document the project process

• plan, research and carry out the
project

• prepare a presentation on the
outcome.

The finished project can be a written
report, a performance, a piece of art, a
community project, a CD or DVD, or
even computer software.  This level of
choice and flexibility means students
are engaged and motivated, and gain
valuable research and project
management skills along the way.
Students will have regular contact with
their supervisor to support them
through the project.  

Students who complete the Level 3
EPQ will also have the option of
seeking accreditation on the AQA
Baccalaureate.



Throughout your time in the
Sixth Form the Careers
Department will work with you
and your Senior Tutors to help
you prepare for your future
career.
All students are encouraged to be
responsible for their career decisions and
individual guidance is provided to help
you identify the most suitable direction to
take after the Sixth Form. Students can
book individual career guidance
appointments with our professionally
qualified Career Advisers for impartial
advice and guidance on their careers
options at any time whilst in the Sixth
Form. There are well-resourced career
libraries and resources in each school for
students to use.

In Year 12, all students follow a
comprehensive careers education tutorial
programme and explore in detail the
options available after Sixth Form, which
could be Higher Education, Further
Education, Gap Year programmes or direct
entry into employment. The summary of
student destinations in this prospectus
highlights the diverse range of careers and
further study onto which our students
progress.

The majority of students progress onto
university. They will receive information,
advice and guidance on how to choose

the right university and course for them,
how to apply and write an effective
personal statement as well as information
on student life and finances. We regularly
invite in Admission Tutors, Academics and
Graduates to talk to students about
courses and life at university. For those
students applying for competitive degree
courses such as Medicine and Nursing we
offer bespoke career programmes, which
will involve career talks from relevant
Health Service professionals, work
experience placements and mock
university interviews. 

A significant number of students embark
upon Art and Design Foundation
Diplomas and other vocational courses at
Colleges of Further Education. They too
will receive relevant support to ensure they
make successful choices and applications.
For those students applying for Gap Year
opportunities prior to starting university,
the Careers Department will assist them
with their plans. We have an extensive
range of resources to provide relevant
information and frequently invite in
organisations offering recognised gap year
programmes to talk to students.

Likewise students who decide to enter
employment after the Sixth Form can 
avail themselves of help and support to
secure apprenticeships and employment
opportunities. Increasingly more
employers are looking to recruit students
immediately after A Levels onto bespoke
trainee programmes and they advertise

these vacancies with the Careers
Department. We also offer help to
students to find relevant work experience
placements and assist them with
completing CV’s, application forms and
preparing for interviews.

We frequently invite representatives from
business and education into school to talk
to students about their specific areas of
expertise. Students are also actively
encouraged to attend open days and
conferences to help them make informed
decisions about their option choices. 

If you would like further information about
the Careers Department and how we can
help you, please contact Mrs Bennett or
Mrs Claydon at St Aidan’s or Mr Melville 
at St John Fisher. Alternatively visit the
Careers Department’s website at
www.staidans.co.uk/Departments/Careers

Careers
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Extended Curriculum

DRAMA

Drama is thriving in the Sixth Form with
energetic support from the A Level
Theatre Studies and Performing Arts
groups. Recent major productions
include We Will Rock You and A
Christmas Carol at St Aidan's and The
Phantom of the Opera   and The Sound
of Music at St John Fisher. A student-led
group, Bedlam Theatre Company, also
produces studio performances: recent
productions include an adaptation of 
R C Sheriff’s Journey’s End. 

THE DEBATING SOCIETY

The Debating Society meets weekly on a
lunchtime. A varied calendar of events is
arranged including debates, contests
against local schools and entry into
national competitions. This provides the
opportunity to develop communication
skills and increased confidence in public
speaking.

PREPARATION FOR APPLICATIONS
TO MEDICAL OR VETERINARY
MEDICINE SCHOOLS

The association has a strong record of
success among students applying to
these competitive courses. Students
considering a career in Medicine or
veterinary science are encouraged to
work closely with the Careers
Department to explore work experience
and shadowing placements which will
support their applications alongside
some of the other extra-curricular
activities on offer.

PREPARATION FOR APPLICATIONS TO
OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITIES

There is an Oxbridge Co-ordinator at
both St Aidan’s and St John Fisher.  In
each case the Co-ordinator provides
introductory information about Oxford
and Cambridge, organises visits to
Open Days and oversees the application
process, including preparation for
specialist examinations and interviews.
The Association has a proud record of
success in its applications to these and
other prestigious universities.

DUKE OF EDINBURGH GOLD AWARD

The Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award is
offered to students in Year 12, with the
opportunity to complete it by the
middle of Year 13. This most prestigious
Award requires hard work and
determination but it is well worth the
effort. The Award comprises 5 main
sections:

Physical Recreation
Service to the Community
Skill
Residential Project
Expedition

The three and four-day expeditions take
place in the Summer Term of Year 12
with training walks earlier in the year, in
order to develop the necessary
expedition skills. Duke of Edinburgh
Gold Award can be followed as part of
the Extra Time programme in the Sixth
Form.

SIXTH FORM COMMITTEES

The Sixth Form Committees are elected
by staff and students at St John Fisher
and St Aidan’s. It has been a pleasure to
watch the original idea develop through
the enthusiasm of the participants so
that they now provide an important
contribution to the management of the
Sixth Form and both schools. This is
achieved by weekly meetings,
participation in assemblies and
leadership of official functions. We are
indeed fortunate to have such able and
committed students.

SPORTS

Teams are coached for inter-school
competitions in Netball, Hockey, Soccer,
Rugby, Basketball and Cricket. The level
of success varies from year to year but
all teams are competitive and
enthusiastic. Dedicated performers are
strongly encouraged to join senior clubs
in the Harrogate area.

PEER LISTENERS

At St Aidan’s we have a Peer Listening
scheme.  At the end of Year 12 we offer
training to students who wish to be
involved.  The role is to offer support to
younger students: the scheme is very
successful and creates valuable links
between the Sixth Form and the stem
school, with about 100 students
volunteering every year!

WHAT IS THERE TO DO APART FROM STUDY?
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MUSIC

There is a wealth of musical opportunity
on offer at both schools, way beyond
that of any other similar establishment in
the North of England. Both schools have
a national, if not international reputation
for the quality and breadth of their
musical activity. Those moving to the
Associated Sixth Form from other
schools are as welcome as any other
student to join one of our musical
ensembles.  There may be entry
requirements or auditions for some
ensembles. If you would like to join a
group, check the music pages of the
school intranets and websites, the music
department notice boards, or speak
directly to the music staff. 

The Swing Band of St Aidan’s and the
Jazz Orchestra of St John Fisher have
both reached the finals of the National
Festival of Music for Youth, with both
schools achieving the Outstanding Jazz
Award in recent years. The St Aidan’s
Symphonic Wind Band and Chamber
Choir have also performed at the Royal
Albert Hall and the Chamber Choir has
been seen regularly in the finals of the
BBC Songs of Praise Choir of the Year
Competition. In November 2011, both
schools were delighted to be invited to
the Schools Proms in the Royal Albert
Hall which saw the Chamber Choir and
Jazz Orchestra performing together in a
show-stopping collaboration. Both
schools regularly take part in other
national competitions with various
ensembles competing at the highest of
standards. In 2011, St John Fisher was
the only school from the country that
had 3 ensembles represented at the

National Festival in Birmingham. There
really is an ensemble for everyone at St
Aidan’s and St John Fisher with Ukelele
groups, percussion ensembles, rock
bands and Steel Pan Ensembles to name
but a few, suiting all tastes.

Each school has a Sixth Form Choir, St
Aidan’s Chamber Choir having recently
completed a performance tour of
Tuscany in the summer of 2014. The
Chamber Choir, Symphony Orchestra
and Symphonic Wind Band from St
Aidan’s have all achieved Special Awards
at the National Festival of Music for
Youth in Birmingham in the last two
years. 

As well as these staff-organised
ensembles, many students naturally
form their own groupings, from string
quartets to rock bands. There is a strong
tradition at both schools of large-scale
collaborative ventures.

Frequent overseas tours are undertaken
by music groups at both schools.
Musicians from St John Fisher have
recently toured to Toronto, Greece,
Barcelona and Paris and Malta, with 50
students travelling to New York in July
2015.  The major highlight of the St
Aidan’s 2011-12 musical programme
was a 10 day performing tour to China.

Extra-curricular performing arts are
especially strong at St Aidan’s and St
John Fisher with both schools regularly
staging major musicals. St John Fisher
has recently produced Return to the
Forbidden Planet, Wizard of Oz, The
Phantom of the Opera, The Sound of
Music and will stage Oliver later this
year.  St Aidan’s has staged Les

Miserables, Beauty and the Beast, Fame,
We Will Rock You and A Christmas Carol
in recent years; this year’s production in
November 2014 will be Evita.

In addition to all the above, both
schools have flourishing orchestras,
brass bands and other instrumental
ensembles. 

Being faith schools, both have thriving
worship groups with St Aidan’s leading
worship with their 30 strong in-house
worship band, “Aidan’s Flame” and St
John Fisher supporting the Leeds
Diocese on a regular basis with their
own worship groups. 

For more information please contact
Mr Ratcliffe (Head of Music, St John
Fisher) or Mr Pallant (Director of
Music, St Aidan’s) or email us at
cratcliffe@sjfchs.org.uk or
music@staidans.co.uk 



58

There’s Life Outside the Classroom!
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Children in Need
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A fundraising extravaganza across
both school sites



Year 13 Leavers’ Ball 2014  
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A Level Subject Results 2014

62

Subject Gender A* A B C D E U Total

Ancient History M 0 2 7 1 1 0 0 11
F 0 5 3 5 2 0 0 15
A 0 7 10 6 3 0 0 26

Art & Design: M 0 2 3 0 0 0 0 5
Fine Art F 1 6 15 11 3 1 0 37

A 1 8 18 11 3 1 0 42

Art & Design: M 0 0 4 1 4 4 0 13
Graphics F 3 5 3 4 1 1 0 17

A 3 5 7 5 5 5 0 30

Art & Design: M 0 1 2 2 4 2 0 11
Photography F 2 7 11 7 2 1 0 30

A 2 8 13 9 6 3 0 41

Biology M 8 14 8 10 9 5 1 55
F 12 13 22 10 6 10 0 73
A 20 27 30 20 15 15 1 128

Business: Single M 1 2 6 8 4 3 1 25
Award F 1 6 4 4 4 2 0 21

A 2 8 10 12 8 5 1 46

Business: Double M 2 0 6 4 10 2 0 24
Award F 0 3 1 0 0 0 0 4

A 2 0 9 5 10 2 0 28

Chemistry M 12 16 24 8 7 0 2 69
F 3 17 18 7 7 2 0 54
A 15 33 42 15 14 2 2 123

Dance F 0 6 5 1 1 0 0 13
A 0 6 5 1 1 0 0 13

Design Technology: M 0 1 3 1 4 4 0 13
Product Design A 0 1 3 1 4 4 0 13

Design Technology: F 0 1 2 5 2 0 0 10
Textiles A 0 1 2 5 2 0 0 10

Drama & Theatre M 0 2 7 4 3 0 0 16
Studies F 0 6 10 8 3 0 0 27

A 0 8 17 12 6 0 0 43

Subject Gender A* A B C D E U Total

Economics M 6 9 12 10 3 2 0 42
F 0 3 2 3 0 1 1 10
A 6 12 14 13 3 3 1 52

Engineering M 0 0 2 1 3 0 0 6
A 0 0 2 1 3 0 0 6

English Language M 0 0 2 5 1 2 0 10
F 0 4 14 14 11 0 0 43
A 0 4 16 19 12 2 0 53

English & Language M 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 3
Literature F 0 1 2 1 3 0 0 7

A 0 1 3 3 3 0 0 10

English Literature M 3 6 4 1 0 0 0 14
F 11 10 18 12 3 1 0 55
A 14 16 22 13 3 1 0 69

Food Technology M 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 2
F 0 2 2 1 0 0 0 5
A 0 2 3 1 0 1 0 7

French M 0 3 2 2 0 0 0 7
F 2 8 5 1 0 0 0 16
A 2 11 7 3 0 0 0 23

General Studies M 0 7 10 19 12 6 3 57
F 2 6 16 17 12 6 3 62
A 2 13 26 36 24 12 6 119

Geography M 0 5 23 4 3 2 0 37
F 4 10 14 8 4 0 0 40
A 4 15 37 12 7 2 0 77

Geology M 0 3 5 2 1 0 0 11
F 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 3
A 0 3 5 5 1 0 0 14

German M 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
F 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1
A 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 2
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Subject Gender A* A B C D E U Total

Government & Politics M 0 14 6 6 2 1 0 29
F 6 6 2 1 1 0 0 16
A 6 20 8 7 3 1 0 45

Health & Social Care: F 0 1 2 3 6 2 0 14
Single Award A 0 1 2 3 6 2 0 14

Health & Social Care: F 0 2 4 9 6 3 0 24
Double Award A 0 2 4 9 6 3 0 24

History M 6 15 13 8 4 0 0 46
F 6 14 15 8 4 0 0 47
A 12 29 28 16 8 0 0 93

Information Technology M 0 0 1 1 1 2 1 6
F 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 2
A 0 0 1 1 3 2 1 8

Law M 0 0 0 3 1 0 0 4
F 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 5
A 0 0 1 4 2 1 1 9

Mathematics M 28 21 21 10 8 4 0 92
F 13 11 10 5 3 2 0 44
A 41 32 31 15 11 6 0 136

Mathematics M 5 9 2 1 1 0 0 18
Further F 1 3 1 0 0 0 0 5

A 6 12 3 1 1 0 0 23

Media Studies M 0 2 7 6 4 1 0 20
F 1 1 9 8 0 0 0 19
A 1 3 16 14 4 1 0 39

Music M 0 2 1 8 0 0 0 11
F 0 3 1 1 1 1 0 7
A 0 5 2 9 1 1 0 18

Music Technology M 0 1 0 4 3 1 0 9
A 0 1 0 4 3 1 0 9

Performing Arts F 0 2 5 1 2 0 0 10
A 0 2 5 1 2 0 0 10

Subject Gender A* A B C D E U Total

Physical Education M 0 1 1 2 5 6 1 16
F 0 2 1 0 3 1 0 7
A 0 3 2 2 8 7 1 23

Physics M 12 17 18 3 7 2 2 61
F 0 2 1 3 0 0 0 6
A 12 19 19 6 7 2 2 67

Psychology M 0 1 2 8 3 3 1 18
F 2 16 23 17 8 3 1 70
A 2 17 25 25 11 6 2 88

Religious Studies M 0 4 1 0 0 1 0 6
F 1 2 5 9 1 2 1 21
A 1 6 6 9 1 3 1 27

Science M 0 0 0 1 4 1 1 7
F 0 0 2 2 2 1 0 7
A 0 0 2 3 6 2 1 14

Sociology M 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
F 1 1 7 10 4 3 2 28
A 1 1 7 10 4 4 2 29

Spanish M 0 2 2 1 0 1 0 6
F 1 10 4 1 3 0 0 19
A 1 12 6 2 3 1 0 25

Statistics M 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 3
F 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 2
A 0 1 1 1 1 0 1 5
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Summary of Student Destinations 2014

Enyo Agada Law, University of Manchester
Rohini Ajaykumar Biochemistry, University of Warwick
Benjamin Albert Year 14, SASJF
Grace Alderson Architecture, University of Sheffield
Sarah-Ann Alexander Law, University of York
Claire Allcock Apprenticeship - Harrogate District Hospital
Luke Allen French and Spanish, Northumbria University
Stephanie Allison Employment
Nazar Alsamarai Chemical Engineering, Southbank University
Chloe Ambler Beauty Therapy, Harrogate College
Dominic Anstey Natural Sciences, University of Cambridge
Wenona Armstrong-Lowe Primary Education, Manchester Metropolitan 

University
Thomas Askew Gap Year, Retail Work
Charlotte Bain Home Care Assistant, Elderflower Care Home 

Ripon
Daniel Baines Civil Engineering, Heriot Watt University
Natalie Baines Media and Communication, Birmingham City 

University
Callum Baird Accounting and Finance, Leeds Metropolitan 

University
Billy Baker Gap Year,Tadcaster Brewery
Camilla Baldrick History, University of Dundee
Natalie Banks Medicine, University of Liverpool
Lauren Barclay Law, The University of Sheffield
Peter Barker Mechanical Engineering, University of Newcastle
Scott Barker Art Foundation, York College
Amy Barraclough Art Foundation, Harrogate College
Jonathan Barrow Philosophy and Theology, University of Nottingham
Matthew Barton Chemistry, University of Birmingham
Teah Bateman International Management, Warwick University
Harry Bates Natural Science, Nottingham University
Anna Batin Aviation, Leeds City College
Georgina Battersby English with Creative Writing, Nottingham 

University
Bernadeta Beange Gap Year, then Film Studies, Lancaster University
Kiera Beech Geography. Cambridge University
Elinor Beecher Geography, Northumbria University
Jonathan Beetles Marine Training, Merchant Navy
Joe Beighton Music, University of Cambridge
Elise Bell History of Art, Edinburgh University
Katie Bell Social Science, Manchester University
Sade Bennett Gap Year
Katy Benson International Development, University of East Anglia
Matthew Berrill Gap Year, then Physics, University of Manchester
Emily Beston History, Portsmouth University
Jessica Beveridge Law and Criminology, University of Sheffield
Francesca Bexon Law with French, University of Bristol
Laura Bickerdike Biology, Durham University
Victoria Binding Psychology,  Leeds Metropolitan University
Benjamin Bingham Product Design, York St John University
Oliver Birch Environmental Science, Newcastle University
Sam Birkby Business, Sheffield Hallam University
Sarah Birt American Studies, University of Hull
Daisy Bishop-Brown Gap Year
Jack Blane Human Biology, University of Northampton
Maddy Bloxham History, University of Sheffield
Jacob Bollon Employment
Kieran Borchard Physics and Philosophy, University College London
Daniel Bouchard Engineering Mathematics, Bristol University

Edith Bovo English Literature, University of Edinburgh
James Bradbury Gap Year
Tess Bratkowski Art Foundation,  Leeds College of Art
Alexander Bridger Year 14, SASJF
Damian Broadhurst Medicine, University of Birmingham
Craig Broadley Apprenticeship,Trainee Accountant, HPH Chart. 

Accountants
Oliver Brook Geography, University of Aberdeen
Niamh Brookes History, Queen Mary's University
Ruthie Brooks English with Education, Durham University
Ella Brooks-Sykes Fashion Design, Manchester Metropolitan 

University
Lucy Brotherton English Literature, Durham University
Elliot Brown Media Production, Northumbria University
Fin Brown Engineering, University of Cambridge
Natalie Brykalski Environmental Science, University of Stirling
Jonathan Bundy Business Management, Birmingham University
Joshua Burton Mathematics, Warwick University
Jonny Byers Clinical Sciences, University of Bradford
Marcus Byers Apprenticeship/Employment
Louis Byrne Art Foundation, Leeds College of Art
Joseph Cahill Politics, Bath University
Laura Callaghan Journalism, University of Lincoln
Samuel Callaghan Mathematics, University of York
Dom Calver Gap Year
Rosemary Camidge French and Psychology, St Andrew's University
Lucy Carr L3 Apprenticeship Children and Young People's 

Workforce
Adam Challis Law, Sheffield Hallam University
Eleanor Chandler Clinical Science, Bradford University
Duncan Chapman Human Resource Management, Northumbria 

University
Ella Charman Psychology, Northumbria University
Amy Chen Aeronautical Engineering, City University, London
Natasha Chipampe Business Management, Chester University
Kwan-Ming Cho Pharmacy, Liverpool John Moores
Alexi Chomyszyn Architecture, Sheffield University
Jack Clark Gap Year
James Clark Maths, University of Nottingham
Dominic Clarke Gap Year, then Veterinary Medicine, Glasgow 

University
James Clarke History, University of Bristol
Elliot Clayton Le Sueur Business Management, Teeside University
Sophie Clement Adult Nursing, University of Leeds
Ellen Clift Gap Year, Psychology WEX
Eleonore Cockerham Music, Royal Northern College of Music
Emmeline Cockshutt English Literature, University of Warwick
Georgina Cody-Owen Marketing & Management, Leeds Metropolitan 

University
Sam Colbourn-Leach Employment: Apprenticeship, Skyline Graphic 

Design
Charlotte Coles Musical Theatre Diploma, Laine Theatre Arts
Cedric Conboy Law, University of Warwick
Hannah Cook Geography & Natural Hazard Management, 

University of Chester
William Cooper Gap Year
Laura Coote Economics, Liverpool University
India Copley Combined Honours, Newcastle University
Charles Copper Computer Science, University of Manchester
Charley Coppock Gap Year, relocated to Australia

Students aged 17 at the beginning of the school year (Year 13 Students)

Number of students 546
Going on to a course in Higher Education 378
Going on to a course in Further Education 25

Going into employment 40
Gap Year     103
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Lily Cordukes Psychology, York St John University
Phoebe Coughlan Archaeology, University of York
Millie Coverdale Communication and Media, Loughborough 

University
Amy Cowell Fine Art, Sunderland University
Aidan Cowley Gap Year, then English and Drama, Goldsmiths 

London
Alice Cowley Politics & International Relations, University of 

Sussex
Lucy Crook Illustration, University of Huddersfield
Laura Cross Fashion Promotion & Imaging, UCA
Georgia Cully Gap Year, St Aidan's, then Childhood Studies, 

Nottingham Trent University
Lucy  Culpin Gap Year
Oliver Cunliffe Gap Year
David Cunningham Gap Year
Maggie Cunningham Art Foundation, York College
Thomas Cunningham Economics, Queen's University Belfast
Annabel Cunnington French and Spanish, Manchester University
Sophie Cussons Dance, SLP College
Gregor Dales Geographic Information Science, Newcastle 

University
Caitlin Davenport Gap Year in Australia
Eleanor Davies Gap Year, then Nursing, York University
Henry Deane Biological Sciences, Aston University
George Dennis Art Foundation, Harrogate College
Miles Denton Art Foundation, York College
Toby Denton Chemstry, Heriot Watt University
Finlay Denwood Gap Year
Tony Derrick Employment
Alicia Di Virgilio Gap Year
Millie Di Virgilio History, Northumbria University
Melanie Dodds Mathematics, Durham University
Colm Doherty Gap Year
John Donegan-Cross Gap Year in China, then Chinese Studies, 

Manchester University
Mark Doney Employment, Covance
James Drake Gap Year, Employment at St Aidan's then 

applying for Medicine
Jonathan Dudley Politics, Leeds University
Kate Duffy Gap Year
Izzie Dunsmore French, Newcastle University
Madeleine Durkan Gap Year
Rosie Duxbury Marine Biology, Newcastle University
Robert Eardley Natural Sciences, University of Bath
Cailum Earley Education with Sport, Leeds Trinity College
Jessica Edmondson Harrogate College
Sara Edwards Gap Year, then Music, King's College London
Caitlin Elliott Medicine, Dundee University
Kate Ellison History, Gonville and Caius, University of 

Cambridge
Brendan Emmott Media Production, Northumbria University
Anna England Biomedical Science, University of Sheffield
Shannon English Ancient History, Durham University
Eleanor Epler-Snow Gap Year, then Geography, University of Sheffield
Adrian Etale Psychology with Neuropsychology, Bangor 

University
Oliver Eves Geography, Newcastle University
Bethany Eyre Modern and Medieval Languages, University of 

Cambridge
Benjamin Fairhurst Economics with French, University of Liverpool
Zalia Falivene-Rook Animal Management, University of Chester
Elliot Farrar Natural Sciences, University of Cambridge
Tomas Farrington Popular Music Performance, Tech Music School, 

London
Sophie Fawcett Mass Communications, University of South Wales

Carmen Fearnley Business Management, University of Northumbria
David Fennimore Gap Year, employment at St Aidan's then 

applying for Medicine
Freya Ferguson Natural Sciences, Lancaster University
Rebecca Ferrin Musical Theatre, Mount View Drama School
Jordan Filtness Sports and Exercise Science, Sheffield Hallam 

University
Emily Finan Gap Year, then Geography, University of Leeds
Jacob Fireman Music, Leeds College of Music
Patrick Flanigan Employment
Christina Flannery English and American Literature, Manchester 

Metropolitan University
Nicholas Flannery Law, Manchester University
James Fletcher Apprenticeship
Ame Foote Employment
Jonathan Foster Geology, University of Leicester
Rebecca Foster Geography with History, Lancaster University
Joseph Fox Gap Year
Olivia Fox Rural Enterprise & Land Management, Harper 

Adams University
Thomas Fox Financial Maths, Brunel University
Anisa Francis Health Care Science, University of the West of 

England
Joseph Franklin Advertising, Manchester Metropolitan University
Amy Frost Business and Law, University of Sunderland
Roxanne Frost Film Production, Falmouth University
Kerryn Gaffney English and Media, Edge Hill University
Molly Garbutt Psychology and Criminology, Leeds Metropolitan 

University
Daisy Garcia Make-up for Media & Performance, Arts 

University Bournemouth
Charlotte Garfit Gap Year, Dance Auditions in 2015
Cameron Garner Gap Year
Millie Gaston Gap Year KSSD Teacher, audition 2015
Jake Gatehouse English, University of Hull
Alexander Gillies Computer Sciences, Durham University
Ross Goddard Architectural Environment Engineering, Uni of 

Nottingham
Simon Goldsbrough Gap Year, employment at Sports Direct
Alice Golodnitski Gap Year, then Occupational Therapy, York St 

John University
Brontay Gomersall Photography, Nottingham Trent University
Jaster Gonsalves Criminology, Leeds Metropolitan University
Laura Goodwin English, Manchester Metropolitan University
Jack Gordon Apprenticeship
Alice Gosling Food Science with Year in Industry, University of 

Nottingham
Catherine Gough Dentistry, University of Sheffield
Amy Gould Gap Year, Biology, Queen Mary's  University 
Adam Goundry Gap Year
Sancha Grant Human Biology & Psychology, University of Keele
Ellie Greenwood Art & Design Diploma, Leeds College of Art
Hugh Greenwood History and Politics, Manchester University
Emma Guilder History and Hispanic Studies, Sheffield University
Eleanor Guilfoyle Marketing and PR. Manchester Metropolitan 

University
Charlie Hackett Fine Art, Leeds Metropolitan University
Georgia Haggar Gap Year
Rory Hamilton Gap Year
George Hancock Gap Year as Special Constable Yorkshire
Robert Hardie Medicine, University of Leicester
Georgina Harmer History, Newcastle University
Francesca Harrison Fashion Promotion, Manchester Metropolitan 

University
Jack Harrison Football Business & Marketing, University of 

Buckinghamshire



Summary of Student Destinations continued

Daniel Hartley Music Technology & Audio Systems, University of 
Huddersfield

Amy Hawkin Gap Year
Jessica Heaton Mathematics, University of Manchester
Cameron Herbert Philosophy, University of Edinburgh
Poppy Heslop Gap Year
Katie Hetherington Employment
Thomas Hibbard Pharmacy, University of East Anglia
Tom Hickling Physics, Lancaster University
Mollie Higgins Early Childhood Studies, Sheffield Hallam University
Andrew Hill Criminology, Manchester Metropolitan University
Benjamin Hillhouse Law, Newcastle University
Emma Hipkin Gap Year, then Pharmacy, University of Bath
Luke Hobbs Sports Science, Bangor University
Simon Hodgkins Economics, City University, London
Claire Hodgson Graphic Communication, University of Reading
Georgia Holberry Business and Marketing, Northumbria University
Thomas Holley Politics & Economics, University of Nottingham
Daniel Holliday Mathematics, Unversity of Bath
Evelyn Holmes Early Childhood Studies, Bishop Grotteste 

University
Isobel Howard Art & Design Diploma, Harrogate College
Francesca Howell Medicine, Cardiff University
Joshua Hudson-Jaques Biology and Geography, Derby University
Catharine Hughes French and Russian, University College London
Charlotte Hughes Politics and Economics, Newcastle University
Imogen Hughes Visual Communication, Birmingham City University
Joseph Hughes Gap Year
Gareth Hull Economics, Queen Mary's University
Eleanor Husband Gap Year, then Dance, Edge Hill University
Gemma Hutcheson Gap Year
Emma Hynard Year 14, SA SJF
Catherine Iles Geography, Newcastle University
Alexander Ingham History, Hull University
Daisie Jacobs Art Foundation, Leeds College of Art
Eleanor Jarman Dental Hygiene and Therapy, University of 

Birmingham
Kate Jenkins Art and Design, York College
Isabelle Jenkinson English Literature and Spanish, Manchester 

University
Barnaby Jennings Gap Year, farming in New Zealand
Iona Johnson Drama, Northumbria University
Daniel Jones Employment
Madeleine Jones Anthropology and Sociology, Hull University
Ruth Jones Gap Year
Samantha Jones Biomedical Science, De Montfort University
Stephanie Jones Childhood Studies, Sheffield Hallam University
Laurelle Kamara Gap Year
Katerina Kapsasky French and Italian, University of Manchester
Isabella Kay Gap Year
Matthew Keedy Apprenticeship
Jake Kent Physics with Nuclear Science, University of 

Liverpool
Harrison Kersey Gap Year, then Chinese and Ling Studies, 

University of Manchester
Ummai Khan Chemistry for Medicine, University of Bradford
Jessica Khatker Forensic & Medicine, University of Bradford
Daniel King Business with Economics, Manchester 

Metropolitan University
William King Business Management, Newcastle University
Gemma Kingsley Employment
Ellery Kinsley Physics with Theoretical Astrophysics, University 

of Nottingham
Isabelle Kirk Primary Education, Sheffield Hallam University

Robert Kirk Mathematics and Computer Science, Oxford 
University

Megan Kitson Employment
Jack Knapper Animal care, Askham Bryan College
Kim Knight Art Foundation Course, Harrogate College
Matthew Knowles Chemistry & Music,Keele University
Louisa-Mai Kuster Gap Year
Abi Langford Childhood Studies, Sheffield Hallam University
Charlotte Large Psychology, University of Liverpool
Jason Lawson Business Management with Finance, Northumbria

University
Matthew Lax Business with Economics, Northumbria University
Lesedi Ledwaba-Chapman Mathematics, Newcastle University
Joseph Lee Sports Management, Sheffield University
Simon Lee Meteorology and Climate, University of Reading
Sarah Leslie Chemistry, University of Liverpool
James Lewington History and Politics, De Montfort University
Amie Lock Business Management, University of Edinburgh
Rhenz Lorenzo Art Foundation, Harrogate College
Alasdair Love History, Durham University
Hollie-Ann Lowe Professional Dance & Musical Theatre, University 

of East London
Joe Lowes Gap Year in hospitality at Headingley Experience
Jonny Macaulay French, Spanish & Contemporary European 

Studies, University of Bath
Katie Maccallum Modern Languages, University of East Anglia
Jordan Macdonald Geography, Newcastle University
Laura Macfarlane Gap Year Australia, then Primary Education, St 

Mary's University College
Jamie Mackay Employment
Jordan Madeley Chemical Engineering, Teesside University
Richard Major Primary Education - Later Years, Leeds Trinity 

University
Garry Mangan Economics, Huddersfield University
Katie Manock Drama, University of Hull
Daniel Mansfield Electrician's Apprenticeship Process Combustion
Emily Mansfield Primary Education, Leeds Trinity University
Joseph Martin Music, Royal Northern College of Music
Phillip Martin Music, Royal Conservatoire of Scotland
Henry Martindale Gap Year in Australia
Rafid Marzan Automotive Engineering, University of Bath
George Maslaveckas Gap Year
Sarah Mason Medicine, University of Birmingham
Emily Matthews Art & Design Diploma, Harrogate College
Jonathan Mayers Diagnostic Radiography, Queen Margaret's 

University
Niamh McBride International Finance and Investment, Sheffield 

Hallam University
Philippa McCluskey Gap Year
Rosie McDonnell Fine Art, Northumbria University
Michael McGeough Gap Year
Bethany McGoldrick Sociology, Newcastle University
Mia McKeown Chemistry, Sheffield Hallam University
Matthew McKernan Philosophy, Politics and Economics, Durham 

University
Esme McManus Gap Year
Michael McNamara Geographic Information Science, Newcastle 

University
Edward McNicholas Sport Coaching, Leeds City College
Ellie McNulty Biomedical Science, Manchester University
William Meadows Natural Sciences / North America, Lancaster 

University
Emma Megarry Gap Year, then Medicine, Edinburgh University
Georgina Melvin Dental Nursing, York College
Patrick Mercer Apprenticeship
Thomas Messenger Apprenticeship, Civil Eng. Amey
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Chloe Miller Criminology, Leeds Metropolitan University
Oliver Miller Business, York St John University
Orla Miller French and History, University of Warwick
Sophie Mirczuk Gap Year, then Dance and Drama, Kingston 

University 
Rafal Monasterski Gap Year in family business
Jennifer Moody Business Management, Newcastle University
Daniel Mooney Physics, University of Bath
Joseph Morrell Agriculture, Harper Adams University
Hannah Morris Geography, Newcastle University
Ethan Morton Forensics and Applied Criminology, Manchester 

Met University.
Chloe Moss English Language Studies, Northumbria University
Hannah Mossman Gap Year
Lydia Munns Psychology, University of Sheffield
Fergus Murray Mathematics, University of Warwick
Lewis Murray Mechanical Engineering, Coventry University
Oliver Myers Gap Year
Joseph Mylan Geography and Town Planning, Newcastle 

University
Liam Nelson Business Studies, University of Lincoln
Lucas Newbigging Geography, Northumbria University
Beth Newlyn Human Biology, Loughborough University
James Nicholas Marine Technology, Plymouth University
Rebecca Nicholas Music, University of Birmingham
Alyssa Nicholson Health Studies, Craven College
Philippa Normington Gap Year
Sophie Nugent New Media, York St John University
Rosanna Nurse History, University of Bristol
Syana Nyaako Psychology, University of Bristol
Elliott Oates Gap Year
Catherine O'Donnell Gap Year
Molly O'Grady Philosophy and Religion, Sheffield University
Rebecca O'Reilly Sociology, Sheffield University
Thomas O'Reilly Gap Year
Danielle O'Sullivan Data Science, Warwick University
Lydia Overend Harrogate Training Services
Thomas Pallant Gap Year, employment at St Aidan's
Jordan Pawlett Software Engineering, Sheffield Hallam University
Nancy Payne Popular Music, Leeds College of Music
Hannah Peace Music Performance, University of Leeds
Megan Peacock Art Foundation, Leeds College
Conor Pearce Gap Year, then Business Economics, University of 

Liverpool
Mark Pearce Architecture, University of Manchester
Daniel Pearson Children, Families and Young People, York St 

John University
Sam Pearson Chemical Engineering, Herriott Watt University
Matthew Peatman Ancient History, University of Nottingham
Grace Pender Biomedical Sciences, Northumbria University
James Pennington Sport Development, Sheffield Hallam University
Andrew Permain History, University of Leicester
Molly Perry Educational Studies, Leeds Metropolitan University
Nicholas Petrou Gap Year
Mary-Jane Philip Drama, University of Lincoln
Joseph Pickles Graphic Design, Teesside University
Ben Piper Business Management, Keele University
Katy Plant Medicine, Cardiff University
Alexander Platt Chemistry, Loughborough University
Naomi Pliener Mathematics, University of Nottingham
Eleanor Pollock Music, Royal College of Music
Abbie Pomfret Gap Year
Joseph Porritt Biomedical Science, Northumbria University
Yardena Port Middle Eastern Studies and Hebrew, University of 

Manchester

William Powley Business Marketing, Sheffield Hallam University
Katherine Pritchard Economics, Leeds University
Elizabeth Pritchard-Jenkins Public Relations, Edge Hill University
Jacob Profitt Geology and Petroleum Geology, University of 

Aberdeen
Benjamin Pye Gap Year, then Sports Science, Leeds 

Metropolitan University
Harry Questa Gap Year at  ENDL
Amy Quinn Gap Year, then Cul Arts & Hosp Manage, 

Sheffield Hallam University
Ross Quinn Music Production, UCLA
Ellie Rainey Geography, Newcastle University
Tomas Raudys International Game Design and Architecture, 

University of Breda
Joseph Rayner Business Economics, Sheffield Hallam
Emma Reason French, Spanish and Italian, Newcastle University
Edward Reeves Economics, University of Sheffield
James Resnick International Relations, Birmingham University
Emily Reynolds Gap Year
Charlotte Richardson Broadcast Journalism, Nottingham Trent 

University
Helen Richardson Law, Cambridge University
Nathan Robb Contemporary Military & Int History, University of 

Salford
Ed Roberts Physics, University of Bath
Amy Robinson Gap Year
Oliver Robinson Gap Year, then English Literature, Queen Mary's 

London
Oliver Robinson Gap Year
Eve Rockstro-Vaughan Gap Year
Dominic Rogers Media Production, Northumbria University
Adam Rollings Section Leader, Asda
Harriet Rotchford-Monks Art Foundation, York College
William Rowntree Gap Year, then Mod History and Economics, 

University of Manchester
Joanne Rowsby Professional Cookery, Harrogate College
Amiya Roy Biomedical Science, Chester University
Naomi Rudland Gap Year, then Equine Science, Bishop Burton 

College
Carlton Russell Employment, Sainsburys, Harrogate
Hannah Russell Geography, University of Liverpool
Albie Sanders Gap Year
Jamie Sanderson Law, Newcastle University
Emily Sandiford English and Philosophy, University of Sheffield
Stanley Sands Gap Year, then Economics & Maths, University of 

Leeds
Alex Savarani Chemistry, University of Leeds
Luke Saville Business Accounting and Finance, Newcastle 

University
Tabitha Saville Art & Design Foundation Diploma, Harrogate 

College
Emma Saxton Employment
Piers Schofield Year 14, SA SJF
Klaudia Semeniuk York College,
Imogen Shannon Natural Science, University of Cambridge
Braden Sharp Leeds City College, Barbering
Louie Shaw Own Business, Vortex Audio Visual
Megan Shaw Business and Management, Leeds Metropolitan 

University
Sara Shaw Modern Languages and Business Studies, 

Newcastle University
Patrick Sheerin Philosophy, Hull University
Mairi Shepherd Technical Theatre, LIPA
Connor Sheridan Ancient History, Manchester University
William Shires Business Accounting and Finance, Newcastle 

University
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Summary of Student Destinations continued

Amelia Sierevogel Costumes with Textiles, University of Huddersfield
Miguel Silva Harrogate College
Hannah Simmons Biomedical Science, Lancaster University
Trefor Simmons Medical Biochemistry, University of Leeds
Jordan Simms Employment, Sports Direct
Cathy Simpson Accountancy and Finance, Huddersfield University
Lizhi Singleton Geology,University of Derby
Chloe Smith Psychology, Newcastle University
Ciara Smith Drama with English, University of Hull
Edward Smith Gap Year
James Smith Employment
Luke Smith History, University of Chester
Nicholas Smith-Hill Acting and Performance, Leeds City College
Olivia Smithson Marketing, Sheffield Hallam University
Edward Soper Gap Year
Rona Soutar Nursing, University of Liverpool
Kathryn Sowray Veterinary Nursing, Askham Bryan College
Imogen Spence Natural Sciences, Durham University
Jack Spencer Gap Year, then Natural Sciences, University of 

Cambridge
Charlotte Staines Primary Teaching with QTS, Sheffield Hallam 

University
Emma-Rose Stallworthy Ancient History, University of Liverpool
Nicola Staniforth History and Politics, University of Exeter
Lauren Steel Art Foundation, Leeds College of Art
Clara Straughan Management with Year in Industry, University of 

York
Chloe Sturdy Modern Languages, Durham University
Laura Summersall Japanese, University of East Anglia
Lydia Sutcliffe Ethics, Philosophy and Religion, York St John 

University
Joseph Sutton Economics and Mathematics, Northumbria 

University
Phoebe Swaby Geography with Economics, University of Leeds
Holly Swaine Biomedical Science, Manchester University
Christopher Sweet Biological Sciences, University of Warwick
Holly Tattersall Criminology with Psychology, Leeds Metropolitan 

University
Holly Taylor Leeds College
Matthew Tennison Computer Science, Newcastle University
Daisy Teodori-Faith Arabic Studies and International Relations, 

Westminster University
Edward Thirkell Chemistry, York University
Anna Thompson Art Foundation, Harrogate College
Karl Thompson Economics Tripos, Robinson College, Cambridge
Molly Timmons Spanish, Cardiff University
Elizabeth Timperley Natural Sciences, Durham University
Aidan Todd Business & Economics, University of Salford
Jacob Tomlinson Broadcast Journalism, Leeds University
Matthew Townson History, Newcastle University
Alexander Tuddenham Electrical and Electronic Engineering, Newcastle 

University
Robert Turnbull Natural Sciences, Cambridge University
Hannah Turner Geography, Northumbria University
Lauren Turner Chemistry,Lancaster University
Annie Turpin Primary Education, Leeds Trinity University
Melanie Tutesigensi Nursing, University of York
Jake Twomey Art and Design, Leeds College of Art
Alice Tye Primary Education, York St John University
Ed Van Law, University of York
Julian Varley Gap Year
Esther Vertigan Year 14, SA SJF
Patrick Viles Gap Year
Faith Waddell Gap Year, then Neuroscience, University of 

Glasgow

Francesca Waite Primary Education, Durham University
Joshua Wales Business Studies, Southbank University
Rachael Walker Art Foundation, York College
Francesca Walmsley Psychology, University of Chester
Daniel Walsh Photography, Harrogate College
Isabella Walsh Physics, Southampton University
Matthew Walsh Employment at Van Zeller Harrogate
Ryan Walsh Art Foundation, Harrogate College
Lauren Walton Gap Year
Ananda Ward Gap Year, then Psychology, Queen Mary University
Grace Wardley Gap Year
Rachel Warr Employment
Jack Watkins Diagnostic Radiography, Teesside University
Joe West Outdoor Studies, University of Cumbria
Lauren Westerman Biomedical Sciences, Newcastle University
Georgina Whitaker Employment, TK Maxx
Sian Whitby History, University of Cambridge
Anna White Medicine, Sheffield University
Kirsty Whiteley Mathematics, Northumbria University
Megan Whiteoak Nursing - Adult, University of Manchester
Robert Whitton Electronics and Computer Engineering, University

of York
Myles Wick Geography, University of Liverpool
Matthew Wiggins Mechanical Engineering Foundation,Uni of 

Huddersfield
Olivia Wilkinson Economics, University of York
Benjamin Willcock Law, Durham University
Hannah Williams French, Spanish, Russian, University of 

Birmingham
Hannah-Rose Williams Psychological and Behavioural Sciences, 

University of Cambridge
Ollie Williams Chemistry, University of Nottingham
Rachel Williams Broadcast Journalism, University of Salford
Amy Wilson Events Management, Coventry University
Chloe Wilson Children and Family Work, Staffordshire University
Lauren Wilson Childcare and Education, Harrogate College
Ollie Wilson Law, University of Leicester
Robert Wilson Natural Sciences, University of East Anglia
Thomas Wilson Leeds City College
Kate Wolstenholme Drama and Theatre Studies, University of Hull
Adam Wood Own Business, Vortex Audio Visual
Francesca Wood Gap Year, then Interior Architecture 

Leeds Metropolitan University
Laura Woodbridge Gap Year, Skinny Design, Harrogate
Mahala Woodhouse English, University of Birmingham
James Woodward Business and Marketing, Leeds Trinity University
Thomas Woolley Geology, Plymouth University
William Wright Biology, Newcastle University
Robert Wylie Chemical Engineering, Newcastle University
Meliz Yanac Gap Year
Andrew Young Gap Year
Naomi Zucker Food Science, University of Leeds
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Keeping in touch with our former students means that we can report on some of their degree successes

Student Degree Subject University
Bethany Arkinstall 1st Statistics University of Glasgow
Richard Askew BSc Zoology and Conservation Bangor University
Joshua Atkinson 2:1 Philosophical Studies: Knowledge and Human Interest Newcastle University
Thomas Bennett 2:1 Music Technology University of Huddersfield
Alice Boal BSc Cellular and Molecular Medicine Bristol University
Saskia Boardman Chemistry University of York
Fiona Boland 2:1 Environmental Science Newcastle University
Katie Bones 2:1 French and Russian Bristol University
Olivia Bowden 2:1 English Literature Newcastle University
Lucy Buxton 2:1 Sports & Exercise Science Loughborough University
Charlie Cunningham 2:1 Ancient History Royal Holloway
Kate Charters MA German and Spanish University of Edinburgh
Benjamin Davies 2:2 Electrical and Electronic Engineering Newcastle University
Sarah Dobson Medicine and Surgery MB BS Newcastle University
Laura Drake 2:1 English Language Newcastle University
Elisabeth Duffy Dental Surgery Newcastle University
Katharine Earl 2:1 MChem Chemistry University of York
Hannah Edwards 2:1 Physiological Science Bristol University
Rachel Edwards 2:1 Psychology Cardiff University
Scott Fairburn 3rd Chemistry and Medical Chemistry Newcastle University
Jess Fearnley Physiotherapy Northumbria University
Sarah Ford Commendation Mental Health Nursing Northumbria University
Matthew Getgood 1st Computer Games Design University of Huddersfield
Matthew Gosling BA Honours Sports Development and Coaching Northumbria University
Conor Harris 2:1 Geography Newcastle University
Luke Hearfield 2:1 Media, Communication and Cultural Studies Newcastle University
Matthew Henry Masters Geography Durham University
Amy Hill 2:1 Ancient History Newcastle University
Martin Hitchen 2:1 German and Business Studies Newcastle University
Beth I’Anson 2:1 Advertising and Media Northumbria University
Alicia Ingham 2:1 History Newcastle University
Sarah Jowett 1st Mathematics Newcastle University
Charlotte Joynson 2:1 Biology Cell and Molecular Biology Newcastle University
Sophie Klineberg 2:2 Politics Newcastle University
Adam Lesiak 2:1 Civil and Structural Engineering Newcastle University
Amelia Lumb 2:1 Optometry Cardiff University
Katherine Lumb Veterinary Science Liverpool University
Andrew Macdonald 2:1 Politics Newcastle University
Donald MacKenzie 1st Archaeology and Ancient History Cardiff University
Jonathan Marchant 2:2 Sport, Leisure and Culture Leeds Metropolitan University
Laura Marks 1st Mathematics and Music Leeds University
Dominic Maye Higher Ed Diploma Computer Science Newcastle University
Kate Mazoyer MA Languages Heriot Watt University
Sarah Mottershead 2:1 Archaeology Newcastle University
Zoe Orme 2:2 Archaeology Newcastle University
Olivia Parker 2:1 Combined Newcastle University
Thomas Parsons 2:1 Economics University of Aberdeen
Laura Pettinger 1st English Newcastle University
Emily Peel BA Financial Services, Planning and Management Manchester Metropolitan University
Nikki Platt 1st Geography Sheffield
Ashley Pickford 1st Industrial Design Northumbria University
George Pickford 2:2 Sports Science Northumbria University
Amelia Robinson Medicine University of Cambridge
Cecily Robison 2:1 Marine Biology University of St Andrew’s
Zanthe Robinson 2:1 Dance Bath Spa University
Daniel Ross 2:1 Photography Leeds College of Art
Caroline Seymour 2:1 Mathematics Newcastle University
Robert Seymour 1st Mathematics University of York
William Sheerin 2:2 Biology Newcastle University
Jonathan Smith 2:1 Business Management Newcastle University
Aidan Snee 2:1 Law Gonville and Cauis, Cambridge
Hannah Staunton 2:1 Psychology Durham University
Leah Stewart Nursing Northumbria University
James Swainston 1st Modern Languages with Management Studies Newcastle University
Richard Upton 2:1 Natural Science University College, London
David Walker 2:1 Mechanical Engineering University of Bristol
Ashley Walsh Double 1st History University of Cambridge
Matthew Wells Masters Mechanical Engineering Loughborough University
Grace Wilson 2:1 Pharmacology University of Edinburgh
Lucy Wood 2.1 Biology Nottingham University
Katie Woodhall 1st Primary Education Cumbria University
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University Degree Results 2014
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Applications

Students in Year 11 at St Aidan’s and St John Fisher will be
given application forms at school.

Students from other schools should ring the Associated Sixth
Form Administrator, Mrs Smith, on (01423) 818516 to ask for
an application form. 

There will be a Sixth Form Information Meeting on Thursday 
26 February 2015 at 7.30 pm, to be held in Constance Green
Hall at St Aidan’s.  Subject specialists will be available from 6.15
– 7.30 pm for parents and s  tudents who wish to discuss their
applications.

Application Forms should be returned by Friday 6 March 2015;
those received after this date will be dealt with as they arrive, but
pressure for places makes it advisable to apply early and only if
you are convinced that we have the recipe for your success.

Send your application to:

Mrs Dawn Smith
St Aidan’s & St John Fisher Associated Sixth Form
Oatland’s Drive
Harrogate
North Yorkshire
HG2 8JR

Fax: 01423 818526
email: sasjf6th@staidans.co.uk

Transport
The guidelines for assistance with school/college transport are
significantly different for post 16 students.  You may no longer
be eligible for assistance with travel to/from your centre
beyond the age of 16.  The regulations are determined by each
local education authority and you should confirm your eligibility
for assistance with transport from your own local authority at
the time you apply to the Sixth Form.

Students resident in North Yorkshire should contact:

Student Support Officer
North Yorkshire County Council
County Hall
Northallerton

Tel: 0845 345 2153
email: studentsupport@northyorks.gov.uk

Students resident within Leeds area should contact:

The Education Transport Team
Admissions and Transport
Education Leeds
10th Floor West
Merrion House
110 Merrion Centre 
Leeds  LS2 8DT

Tel: 0113 348 1121

Students living in other districts within West Yorkshire should
contact their local Education Authority.

If you are not eligible for assistance with transport you will need
to make your own arrangements using public transport services
or suitable alternatives.
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